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Forget the overdue mes,llbmnes;ustwant their books back

[ e

Laura M Holson

~ # arkTwainoncedescri-
\/g ‘bed the public library
i .as “the most enduring
of memorials,”afree centerof
intellectual and educational
poweraccessibletooldand yo-
ung alike. Libraries today are
seeking to keep it that way,
with many offeringa reprieve
tothose who failtoreturn the- -
irbooksontime.
1 Last week, the Free Libra-

ry of Philadelphia endeq its
- policy of charging fines on
overdue materials, It is one of
several library systems,
among them Los Angeles, Chi-
cago, Denver and San Diego,
that have adopted a noee or
amnesty policy in recently
In Philadelphia, lost or
destroyed items need to be re-
placed before people can check
out more books, said Siobhan
A Reardon, divector of the
Free Library, Howe,;ggen in lieu

JOY OF READING

of cash, the library also ac-
cepts “new or gently used copi-
es” as replacements. Why? Li-
braries want the books and
other materials back so other
patrons can enjoy them, too.
“We watched other libra-
ries go down this path with
success,” Reardon said. The
new policy, she added, encou-
rages people to keep coming
to the library without absol-
ving violators of their re-
sponsibility. The American

Library Association urged its
members a year ago to reexa-
mine their policies on fines,
which itsaid discouraged vio-
lators from accessing other
services. Libraries are home
to movie nights, free child-
ren’s activities, career trai-
ning and literacy programs.

In October; the Chicago
Public Library eliminated late
fees, citing research that sho-
wed that young and low-inco-
me patrens were disproportio-

‘nally affected by the fines, One

infive suspended librarycards
belonged to children aged 14
and younger, the city said. The
SanFranciscosystem elimina-
ted overdue fines in Septem-
ber. For many, libraries are a
safe haven. “When you walk in
thedoor, youhave access toour
cultural heritage and people
whoask, ‘How canIhelp you?””

. said EricKlinenberg, a profes-

sor of social science at New :
York University. NvTNewsservice
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No school bag load for
students on Saturdays

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Berhampur

CLOSE on the heels of neighbour-
ing Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka,
Ganjam district administration has
decided to implement ‘No School
Bag Day’ initiative for students from
Classes I-V of Government schools
on Saturdays. Collector Vijay Am-
ruta Kulange on Wednesday issued
directions to the district Education
department to implement the pro-
gramme, aimed at attracting more
students and making making educa-
tion more fun, from March 7.

Under the programme, which will
be directly supervised by the Collec-
tor, Saturdays will involve extra-cur-
ricular activities including yoga
classes, cleaning the school premis-
es, awareness on use of toilets, ab-
staining from use of plastic, planta-
tion drive and story-telling sessions
on eminent personalities. There will
also be general knowledge tests to
encourage students to go beyond
course study.

Each block education officer in
the district has been directed to se-
lect 20 such schools under their ju-

risdiction. “It is the responsibility
of teachers to involve all students in
the programme and evaluate how
they benefit from the initiative,”
said Kulange. Basing on the reports,
the programme will be extended to
rest of the schools in the district, he
added.

Q

It Is the responsibility of teachers
to Involve ail students In the
programme and evaluate how
they benefit from the Initiative

Vijay Amruta Kulange, Collector
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State to launch hybrid learning
" to cope with changed world

Sandip Mishra |t

Bhubaneswar: The school and
mass education department is plan-
ning to introduce the concept of hy-
brid learning in government schools
from the coming academic session to
ensure academic continuity for stu-
* dents. The department has already
. started preparing teachers and stu-
¢ dentsforthesame.

As part of the project, the mass
education department has asked he-
ads of schools to create groups on so-
cial media platforms and to run You-
Tube channels through which educa-

tion will be imparted to the students.
: The Odisha School Education
Programme Authority (Osepa),
which will implement the project, sa-
id hybrid learning would help stu-
dents learn both online and offline.
Osepa project director Bhoopendra

ADAPTING TO THE TIMES

Singh Poonia said the hybrid lear-
ning system would be apt for the un-
precedented situation caused by Co-
vid-19, which is umlikely to abate any
time soon.

“Government teachershave been
creating quality online content. This
is being disseminated through diffe-
rent platforms including the Diksha
app. We are also airing content thro-
ughtelevision and radio channelsfor
students of higher classes, since not

all have access to the social media,”
Poonia said.

Although thesummer vacationis
on, themasseducationdepartmentis
carrying out preparatory activities
for the hybrid learning system. Tea-
chers have been asked to collect pho-
ne numbers of students’ parents and
create class-wise WhatsApp and Fa-
cebook groups to carry out online te-
aching.

Howevet, several teachers are al-
50 complaining about the system. “I
have collected the numbers and crea-
ted the groups, but many parents ha-
ve provided their relatives’ numbers
and they are posting unmecessary
content,” the headmaster of a state-
run school in Nayagarh said. “We
want toreach outtoevery student. In
the rural areas, this is difficult as not
many have access to smartphones
and onlinemedia,” said Poonia.
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CHSE wants some schools
Out of quarantine centres’ hst

Minati.Singha
@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: The Council
of Higher Secondary Educa-
tion (CHSE) has asked dis-
trict collectors to vacate hig-
her secondary school buil-
dings, which are being used
asquarantinecentres, aseva-
luation of Plus ITanswer she-
ets is scheduled to start from
Junel.

The CHSE has also sug-

gested to collectors to barri-

cade and sanitise the unutili-
sed portion of the buildings
so that itcan beused asevalu-
ation cenires. Asmany as 482
junior colleges have been
‘used as quarantine centres
and4fof theseareevaluation
centres, official sources said.
: “We have not asked the
district administrations to
vacate all evaluation centres

Several schools and junior
colleges have been turned into
quarantine centres in districts

but conly those where no re-
turnees have been lodged so
far. Even if a portion of the
same building is provided,
then it can be used for proper
barricading and sanitisation
for evaluation work,” said di-
réctor of CHSE Amarendra
Patnaik.

‘However, teachers have

resented the proposal to car-
ry out evaluation at centres
separated from guarantine
centres with the help of bar-
ricades. “We are ready for the
evaluation work but not at
thecentres beingusedasqua-
rantine centres. The govern-
ment is not providing us any
security. In the current Co-
vid-19 situation, most of the
positive cases are being de-
tected from guarantine cent-
res. How is the government
asking teachers to evaluate
copies in the same building,”
said Prabitra Mahala, conve-
nor of a teachers’ associa-
tion. )

Beside, some of the pa-
pers of the annual Plus I ex-
aminations have been post-
poned due to the lockdown
and the fresh dates for the ex-
aminations are yet to be an-
nounced.
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CHSE wants some schools
out of quarantine centres’ hst

Minati.Singha
@timesgroup. .com

Bhubaneswar: The Council
of Higher Secondary Educa-
tion (CHSE) has asked dis-
trict collectors to vacate hig-
her secondary school buil-
dings, which are being used
asquarantinecentres, aseva-
luation of PlusII answer she-
ets is scheduled to start from
Junel.

The CHSE has also sug-

gested to collectors to barri-

cade and sanitise the unutili-
sed portion of the buildings
sothat it can beused asevalu-
ation centres. Asmany as 482
junior colleges have been
"used as quarantine centres
and40of theseareevaluation
centres, official sources said.
- “We have not asked the
district administrations to
vacate all evaluation centres

Several schools and junior
colleges have been turned into
guarantine centres in districts

but only those where no re-
turnees have been lodged so
far. Even if a portion of the
same building is provided,
then itcan be used for proper
barricading and sanitisation
for evaluation work,” said di-
rectoxr of CHSE Amarendra
Patnaik.

However, teachers have

resented the proposal to car-
ry out evaluation at centres
separated from guarantine
centres with the help of bar- :
ricades. “Weareready forthe :
evaluation work but not at
thecentres beingusedas qua-
rantine centres. The govern-
ment is not providing us any
security. In the current Co-
vid-19 situnation, most of the
positive cases are being de-
tected from guarantine cent-
res. How is the government
asking teachers to evaluate
copies in the same building,”
said Prabitra Mahala, conve-
nor of a teachers' associa- :
tion. i

Beside, some of the pa-
pers of the annual Plus I ex-
aminations have been posi-
poned due to the lockdown
and the fresh dates for the ex-
aminations are yet to be an-
nounced.
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e state h1gh er educatmn '
i department on Saturday

issued an order asking
the staterun universities and
co]leges not to conduct the in-
jate Und and 4th semes-

graduate studenu; antd 2

2019-20 academic session.

In its order; department sec-
retary, Saswat Mishra has
asked. the universities and col-
leges to decide on the alterna-
tive methods to evaluate the
performances of the students
as per the examination regula-
tionsorany prevailing practice
and promote the students auto-
matically to the next semesters
for the 2020-21 academic ses-

. sion. The order however main-

tained that for students of in-

termediate semesters with -

ba_ck papers, the examinations
willbeheld as usual. P2

“mester examinations for -the
postgraduate students for the

No intermediatef
semesters for

UG, PG students:

State to varsmes

' Sandip Mishra [rrnd

Bhubaneswar: The state
higher education depart-

{ ment on Saturday\lssued an

order asking all te-run
universities and colle gesnot
to hold :the undergraduate
intermediate second and fo-
urth semester examinations
dand the postgraduate second
semester examinations in

the 2019-20 academicsession.\

In its order; department

-secretary SaswatMishra has

directedtheuniversitiesand
colleges to decide on an al-
ternative methodtoevaluate
students (as per examina-
tion regulations) and auto-
matically promote them fo
thenextbatch.

The order, however, ma-
intained that the intermedi-
ate semesters for studenis
with back papers would be
held as usual. In case of stu-
dents having a maximum of
two back papers in the sixth
semesters, the respective
universities or colleges will
decide on the evaluation
method.

“The results of such stu-
dents shall be declared along
with the results of other re-
gular students appearing for
the sixth semester. Howevey,
if any student has more than
two back papers, then he or
she has to appear for regular
examinations as and when
conducted,” the order of the
higher education depart-
mentmaintained. .

Similarly for the PG stu-
dents, the department has
cancelled the second semes-
ter examination and has as-
ked the respective higher

! education institutions to de-

cide on an alternative met- .

hod to evaluate the perfor-
mances of the students. The
back paper examinations for
the PG students, however
willbeheldonthedatesfixed
by the respective 1nst1tu-
tions.
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SCHOOLS TO REMAIN
CLOSED TILL JULY 14

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Bhubaneswar

SCHOOLS in Odisha, which
were scheduled to reopen
on June 17, are likely to re-
main closed till July 14 ow-
ing to the new regulations
under lockdown 5.0. The
School and Mass Education
department has submitted a
proposal to the State Gov-
ernment seeking its approv-
al for the same.

The department
wants reopening of
schools after July 14
as the evaluation of
matriculation an-
swer sheets will con-
tinue till mid-July
and examination for re-
maining papers of Plus IT to
be held from July 1 to 15.

As per the new guidelines

.of Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA), the decision
on the reopening of schools
and educational institu-
tions will be taken in the
early July after the Minis-
try of Health and Family
Welfare prepares an stand-
ard operating procedure
(SOP) for the same.

However, the Higher Edu-
cation department is yet to
take any decision on wheth-

er degree colleges will be
reopened in the third week
of June after end of sum-
mer vacation or will contin-
ue to remain shut till July.

Officer in-Charge of
Higher Education depart-
ment Mihir Kumar Das said
decision regarding reopen-
ing of colleges will be taken
soon.

PLUS Il VALUATION
EXERCISE BEGINS

After two month’s delay,

the evaluation of an-

swer scripts of Plus

II examinations will

begin in the State

from Monday. CHSE

officials said in the

first phase, evaluation

will be carried out online in

central zone for Cuttack,

Khurda, Angul and Dhenka-
nal districts.

The online valuation in
rest three zones - Berham-
pur, Sambalpur and Bari-
pada - will commence in the
next two days, they officials
said. Similarly, the offline
valuation will start after a
week. CHSE Examination
Controller BK Sahu said all
social distancing norms
will be followed strictly at
the centres.
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2L parents peiit—idn goﬁ not to reopen schools

Want To Wait
- Till Covid Is
Contained Or
Vaccine Found

New Delhi: Over 2 lakh pa-
rents from across the country
have signed a petition deman-
dingthatschoolsshouidnotbe
reopened unless the Covid-1g
situation improves or a vacci-
ne isready The petition comes
following the government’s
announcement that schools,
colleges, coaching centres and
other educational institutions
will be reopened after discus-
sing the coronavirus situation
with states and union territo-
ries inJuly

“Opening of schoals inJu-
1y will be the worst decision by
the government. It’s like play-
ing with fire when we ought to
douse it with full force. The
current academic session sho-
uld continue in e-learning mo-
de. If the schools claim that
they are doing a good job via
virtual learning then why not
continue it for the rest of the
academic year,” said the peti-
tion, which has been signed by
over2.131akh parents.

.- Universities and schools
across the country have been
closed since March 16 when
thie Centre announced a count-
rywide classroom shutdown
as part of a slew of measures
to contain the outbreak.

' Later, the govermment an-
nounced a mnationwide lock-
down which began on March
25. The lockdown was initially
Mposedfor a 21-day period till
?girilm. However it was exten-

till Sunday The govern-
ment had announced phase-

3G ey

TS e e e 4
Parents have expressed concemn that they don’t have control over the

Pic for representation

safety of their children against contamination while they are travelling
on schoolbuses or sharing food with others during lunch breaks

wise easing of restrictions
while the lockodwn will conti-
nue in containment zones till
June 30.

“Schools, colleges, educa-
tional, training, coaching in-
stitutions... will be opened af-
ter consultation with states
and UTs (Union territories).
State governments and UT ad-
ministrations may hold con-
sultations at the institution le-
vel with parents and other sta-
keholders. Based on-the feed-
back, a decision on recpening
of these institutions will be ta-
ken inthemonth of July; 2020,"
the home ministry said in a
staternent on Saturday:

However, the announce-
ment has rang alarm bells for
parents who believe the move
will be highily unsafe.

“Athome, we can take seve-
ral precautions but how will
we ensure that when kidsgo to

“school. Lunch breaks, school
buses, everywhere there will
be fear: At a tirme when cases
are rising, its not a wise thing
to do,” said Swati Bhardwaj,
mother of aseven-year-old.

Gurgaon resident, May-
ank Mehra, said, “When the
lockdown was announced ne-
ither teachers nor students or
Dbarents were prepared for the
technological intervention
but now in two months some
ground has been made and it
can be smoothly pursued for
few months till the situation
Isnormal”.

The pending board exams
and. entrance examinations
which were postponed due to
Covid-19 lockdown have also
been scheduled in July:

The death itoll due to Co-
vid-19 rose to 5394 and the
number of cases climbed to
1,890,535 in the country, which
registered biggest single-day
spike of 230 deaths and 8,392
cases till Bam on Monday, ac-
cording to the Union health
ministrydata.

India is now seventh
amongthenations worsthitbhy
the Covid-19 pandemic after
the United States, Brazil, Rus-
sia, the United Kingdom, Spa-
in and Italy, according to the
‘WHO coronavirus tracker. rn
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B'luru Schools-as_k students to
‘be in uniform for web classes

—inginservingbreakfastonta-

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With classes go-
ing online, many schools
have started issuing ‘rules
and guidelines on etiguette,
underlining that discipline,
focus and good manners will
remain important in virtual
classrooms tco.

Someschools have started
asking students to appear in
school uniforms. “When we
started online classes, we did
not insist on uniform. But we
realised that students are at-
tending classes in house-
wear, crumbled and shabby,
looking disinterested. Then,
we insisted children at least
wear the uniform t-shirt and
have a decent appearance. It
was a harmless rule. And, we
saw the difference. The class-
rooms started getting real.
Students became more seri-
ous. When I took Maths class
last Friday, I finally felt like I
was back in areal class,” said
Shylini Soans, principal,
NewAge World School.

Schools have asked stu-
dents attending class to
choose a designated place,
away from distractions and
noise, and mostly with alight,
plain background like a cur-
tain or a wall. The seating
point must have a charger be-
side it. The desk should be un-
cluttered. Sittingon beds, eat-
ing in between classes and
roaming around are banned.

NEW GUIDELINES

> Some schools want.~ - .

students to appear in school
uniforms for online classes

» Ask students to choose a
designated place with enough
light and plain background

» Sitting on beds during web
sessions, eating between classes
and roaming around banned

> Students should be ready
with books and pens, can keep
water bottles near laptops

Students can keep water bot-
tles beside their laptops.
Latecomers will not be al-
lowed as some systems like
the ones used by Delhi Public
Schools lock the sessions two
minutes after commence-
ment of class. Students have
to be ready with books and
pens a few minutes before the
class starts. Students have
been warned they will be re-
moved in case of any disrup-
tion oractof indiscipline and
parents will be informed.
Some schools have specifi-
cally mentioned that parents
should not interfere in class-
es. “../ They can be with stu-
dents if they wantto, butcan-
not interfere. If they have
feedback, they can share it of-

‘fline later;” said Abraham K

C, coordinator, Kids Global
School, Marathahalli. ’
Deepti Singh, principal,
Aavishkar Academy said:
“We have had parents walk-

ble as the student attends
class! A shortbreak of 10min-
utes is provided after each
class. Refreshments have to
be taken then. It’s not fair if
parents keep interrupting.”

The school has online
classes from standard 7-10.
Other classes will get record-
ed videos that they can watch
atparents’ convenience.

Students have to exit oth-
er applications while getting
on to class, not use other gad-
gets, not use nicknames,
mute themselves when teach-
ers speak and wait to be rec-
ognised to speak when re-
quired. “Good manners
should continue even in on-
linelearning,” said a circular
from NewAge World School.

“The teacher who starts
the day will do so with a
prayer. Parents will be given
orientation on how to log in,
submit assignments and
make notes so as to help stu-
dents during the class,” said
Mini Sreedharan, principal,
Shikshasagar High School,
Sanjaynagar.

“Discipline is at the core
of any achievement and stu-
dents were asked to attend
classes in uniforms...A demo
was arranged with parents
and their feedback was
sought. Slowly, we asked
them to let their child attend
class independently,” said
Swathi Achar, principal,
Dhee Global Schocl.
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New challeng es of online classes:
Students confront’ digital divide

New Delhi: Suicide by a
Keralaschoolgirl allegedly
over not havingaccesstoa
smartphone to attend onli-
ne classes, stories of stu-
dents in remote areas ha-
ving to sit on rooftops to
catch Internet and siblings
competing to get their pa-
rents’ gadgets.

These could be isolated
cases of struggle by stu-
dents to attend online clas-
ses but they reflect the lar-
gerchallengeof “digitaldi-
vide” across the country
which could have a devas-
tating impact on students
as ‘well as the enrolment
pumbers as those without
d1gital .access are at the
risk of dropping out alto-
gether, experts have war-
ned.

The lockdown induced

]by the Covid-19 pandemic

Yoesh d’sawda

TOUGH TASK

in March prompted scho-
ols and colleges to move to
the virtual world for tea-
ching and learning activi-
ties. However, the digital
divide in the country may
turn online classes into an
“operational nightmare”,
the experts believe.
According totheKeyIn-
dicators of Household So-
cial Consumption on Edu-
cation in India report, ba-

sed on the 2017-18 National
Sample Survey, less thanis
per cent of rural Indian ho-
useholds have access to In-
ternet as opposed to 42 per
cent in urban households
and the poorest house-
holds cannot afford a
smartphone ora computer.

“The implications of
school closures in the co-
untry due to Covid-12 pan-
demic are not just about
education. They are mani-
fold, The Kerala school-
girl's death, pictures of a
girl trying to study from a
tilted rooftop to get signals,
threekidsinahousetrying
to have their share of their
parents' phone to attend
the lessons, these are wor-
risome case studies.

“An unprecedented so-
cial disaster canbeavoided
if more entities pitch into

short-term and long-term
future of the children in
this digital divide,” said
Rajni Palriwala, HOD, de-
partment of sociology, Del-
hi University.

Universities and scho-
ols across the country have
been closed since March 16,
when the Cenire announ-
ced a countrywide classro-
om shutdown as part of a
slew of measures to conta-
in the Covid-19 outbreak.

As per official statis-
tics, there are over 35 ¢crore
students in the country. Ho-
wever, it is not clear as to
how many of them have ac-
cess to digital devices and
Internet.

While the government
has announced easing of
certain restrictions, scho-
olsandcollegescontinueto
remain closed. pmi
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Face-to-face contact important
for teachmg Kastunrangan

Bengaluru: The concept of
online teaching- learming for
school children -hasnotfoundfa-
vour with eminent scientist
K Kasturirangan, who says di-
rect physical and mental connec-
tion is important to bring out
aspects such as playfulness and
creativity in them.

The National Education Po-
licy; 2019, draft committee chair-
person stressed the need for face-
toface contacts, interactions, ex-
change of ideas and thoughts as
he backed the traditional mode,
amid a debate on online classes
for children due to Covid-19-in-
duced closure of schools.

“Fundamentally, the physi-
cal and mental connection with
children directly is extremely
important. Playfulness, creativi-
ty and many other aspects can
never betransferred through on-
line learning”’, Kasturirangan,
who was chairman of Indian
Space Research Organisation
between 1994 and 2003, told PTL

He said 86% of the brain
grows by theage of eight, adding
that issues associated with the
early phase of children need to
be assessed and evaluated care-
fully and any kind of new appro-

Pic for representation

The eminent scientist, who was chairperson of the National Education
Policy, 2019, draft committee, stressed the need for interactions and
exchange of ideas and thoughts. He backed the traditional mode amid
a debate on online classes for children

achneeds a scientific basis.

“Developmentof abrainisa
continuous process within these
eight years, and if you dont sti-
mulate the. brain properly by
continuous interactions, then
obviously you are missing a
chance of really getting the best
out of youngsters in terms
of brain boat and performance,
the recipient of Padma Shri,
Padma Bhushan and Padma
Vibhushan said.

‘“There are issues of these

. which need to be analysed very

carefully Just the kind of solu-
tions that we talk of for higher
education like online and so on
may not be the way to deal when
itcomestodealing with theearly
phase of children, the formexr
Rajya Sabha member said.

The issue of online educa-
tion for school children needs to
be looked into very carefully and
one should not jump into any
kind of approach without any
scientific basis. Pm
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Mask must durmg office time,
violation to invite action: Govt

Sujit.Bisoyi@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: The state go-
vernment has made it man-
datory for its employees to
wear mask during the entire
period of their office stay
andsaid wilful deviation will
be construed as indiscipline
and action will taken accor-
dingly The order, issued by
Sanjeev Chopra, secretary of
the general administration
(GA) department, also sires-
sed the need on maintaining
adistanceof atleasttwomet-
res between persons while
discussing, standing or wai-
ting inside the office premi-
ses.

While the order mentio-
ned employees should be en-
‘couraged to use staircases as
much as possible, it added
that more than four persons
should not be allowed inside
the lift at any point of time.
Those inside the lift should
stand facing the walls and
not each other, the order sta-
ted. “As the state government
offices have started opera-
ting with full strength, all de-
partments and offices have
been asked to ensure strict
observance of the preventive
measures inviewof increase
in nmumber of Covid-19 cases

Graphic: Prasanta Das

NEW WORKPLACE RULES

' persons not
allowed in lift.
-Once inside,
*- . -otcupants must
: 'face life.walls

Employees should avoid

tsing each other’s phones,

: desks or work
tools. tems should
be cleaned and
disinfected before
and after use -

in the state,” a senior official
said. The order stated that of-
ficial meetings and gathe-
rings should be restricted to
a minimum and organized
preferably through video-
conference, while instruc-
tionshavealsobeen issued to
prohibit unnecessary gathe-
ring, crowding in common
passages and corridors.

“In case a physical mee-
ting is necessary, seating
may be arranged with appro-
priate physical distance

Elderly staff, those
with medical
conditions,
pregnant women
may not be

! exposed to direct
public contact .

among the participants, kee-
ping in view the size of the
meetinghall,” read the order.

Frequently touched sur-
faces like door knobs, eleva-
tor buttons, hand rails, ben-
ches and washroom fixtures
have to be cleaned and disin-
fected regularly using one
per cent sodium hypochlori-
te, the order stated. Empha-
sis has also been placed on

- disinfection of theinterior of

vehicles and areas like stee-
ring wheel, door handles and

keys. Drlvers, employees en- E
gaged with watch and ward :
and security personnel sho- :
uld be alerted about social :
distancingnorms, itadded.

Visitors from outside will :
berestricted tothebaremini-
mum while they should be .:
disposed of within a limited :
period of time following sa-
nitation norms. Also, receipt :
and delivery of letters willbe :
restricted to the entry point :
of the office only, the order !
stated.

Government officials fee-
ling physical discomfort and
suffering can seek proper :
medical care while those ha-
ving symptoms of fever/re- :
spiratory problem can seek
leave. Similarly, instructions
have been issued to ensure
thatolder employees and tho-
$e having underlying medi-
cal conditions and pregnant
woinen employees should
not be exposed to direct pub-
lic contact. “Any officer and
staff residing in a contain-
ment zone should inform the

. same to the supervisory offi- 4

cer and not attend office till j
containment zone is de-noti-
fied. Such staff should be
permitted to work from ho-4
me and it will not be counted:
asleave,” Chopra said.
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Six univ VCs get
tenure extension

Bhubaneswar: Governor Ga-
" neshi Lal has extended the tenu-
re of VCsof six universities for
three months from the date of
completion of their respective |
tenure or till the joining of new-
1y appointed VCs, whichever is
earlier
The tenure of Amarendra,
E  Narayan Mishra, VC of Khalli-
t  kote University, Rama Devi Wo-
E  men’s University VC Padmaja
E . Mishra, GM University VCA K
. Pati, Utkal University VC Sou-
. mendra Mohan Painaik, FM
. University VC Madhumita Das
. and North Odisha University
t  VC Pradeep Kumar Chand has
. beenextended. TN -
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Odishaca

cels final

year UG,

@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar; The higher
education department on
Thursday cancelled both the
theary and the practical end
semester exams of final-year
undergraduate (UG) and post
graduate(PG)stixdents(except
medicalstudents)

This was decided ina mee-
ting chalred by higher educa
tion minister Arun Kumar Se:
hoo here on Thirsday and at
tended by ﬂ@.c_hsnce]lo;s nf
stafe tmiversities and princk
palsof autonomouscolleges.
"~ The capoellation-will be
inplernetted by el nfversi
¢s and autonomous colleges

G exams

coming under the jurisdiction
of thedepartment, However, i
will ot be applicable to insti
fitions that have already
completed both the theory and
thepracticalexamsof thefinel
year students. '
Government sources said
universities and autonomous
colleges wouldfollowUGCgu:
delines to conduct ‘alternate
evaluation’of UGand PGAinal
year students and publish re-
sults by end of August. The
evaluation will combine inter:
nal marks and the average of
the marks obtained by 4 st
" ent n the previous semes:
fers/yeats.

rcoi;ﬁnued on P3‘

‘Offline exams
to be held in
November’

-Continued From P 1

T students feel that they could
I have scored higher in an offli-

. LAsne exam, they can appear for
mmmg%mar*’mé revised Tes

sults will be published in Decem-
bexr “The alternative evaluation
will be applied to every final year
student. If they are not satisfied
with the result, they can appear
for offline exam. The result of the
offline exam will be taken as fi-
nal.” said an official of the higher
education departimeixt.

e sablishiehbirehasiatiaet «

> Option 2: Students can see
their results and then decide
whether to opt for offline exam,
tobe held in November. Forthat
they can appeal to respective
Institutions. The resultin the
offline exam will determine the
final grade

Students welcomed the deci-
sion. “This is a good step. It is not

safe to go to the university or col-

lege now. Many of ourfriends are
stuck outside the state. Some of
them live in containment zones,”
said Swikruti Mishra, PG stu-
dent of Rama Devi Women's Uni-
versity . ; 2

Srinibas Samal, a UG final-ye-
ar student of Utlkkal University; al- -
so supported the decision. “The
second-chance exam is good too.
Let’s see how they grade us,” he
added. . :

Earlier; the government had
decided that sixth semester or fi-
nal year exam for UG students

" would be held between June 20

and July 24 and results declared
by August 31. Similarly; final-yvear

PG exams were to be completed

by August 20 and results announ-

-ced by September 20.

UG, PG final
exams cancelled

BHUBANESWAR: The State
Government on Thursday
announced cancellation of
all pending final semester
and final year examinations
of Under Graduate (UG) and
Post Graduate (PG) courses
for 2019-20 academic
session.

A decision to this effect
was taken by Higher Educa-
tion department in view of
the coronavirus pandemic.
Guidelines to this effect will
be issued soon, said Higher
Education Minister Arun
Kumar Sahoo.

Sources said the universi-
ties will now opt for alterna-
tive methods of evaluation
recommended by the UGC
and publish the results ac-
cordingly by August. Stu-
dents not satisfied with the
marks will be allowed to ap-
pear the exams in November
and results will be published
in December.

Students having more than
two back papers, however,
will have to appear a sepa-
rate exam, schedule for
which will be released by the
universities and autonomous
colleges after improvement
of Covid situation.

The Higher Education de-
partment had earlier an-
nounced to conduct the pend-
ing UG exams in offline mode
in June-July and complete
the PG exams by August 20.

However, students of many
universities and colleges in-
cluding Utkal and Rama Devi
in the Capital opposed the de-
cision citing risk of corona-
virus spread. ENS
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‘Online edu will not reduce value of teacher

The top 100 colleges in the NIRF
ranking can conduct online class-
es without approval from the
UGC, Chairman Dr DP Singh
said. The UGC has also come up
with a new set of guidelines that
allow institutes witha NAACrat-
ing of 3.6 and above or top NIRF
ranked institutes to offer online
degree programmes without pri-
or permission, he informed in
conversation with SASTRA
Deemed-to-be University Vice
Chancellor S Vaidhyasubra-
maniam and senior journalist
and author Kaveree Bamzai, on
TNIE’s Expressions, @ series of
live webcasts with people who
matter.

The UGC Chairman said that
the Commission is taking a
‘blended education’ approach
with regard to the method of
teaching. He also disagreed
with the notion that the teacher-
student gap is widening with
the advent of online learning.

“People seem to think that
teachers are going to become
less relevant in an age of online
learning but I think the oppo-
site. I think now more than ever,
teachers have a huge challenge.
They have to constantly be in-

volved in developing good con-
tent, make the lessons more in-
teresting and colourful, create
new assignments and come up

_with innovative ways to keep

students engaged. Their role
has only gotten bigger. Teachers
are important in the present,
were important in the past and
will only become more impor-
tant in the future,” he said.
Another important impact
that the pandemic has had on
education is the prospects of In-
dian students wanting to go
abroad to study. Students have
probably never been faced with
such a level of uncertainty ever
before, so what happens to those

- who had plans? “The pandemic

has taken a toll psychologically
on students too. So, there will be
alot of students who want to go
abroad and so now all our best
performing institutes must find
ways to accommodate these
bright minds. The institutes

should also be able to provide
the students with appropriate
courses that they are seeking,
This is a way to stop brain drain
as well,” he said.

Quizzed on his previous expe-
rience of being a VC and asked
if there were any plans that he
was working on that he might
have had when he was on the op-
posite side of the table, Singh
said, “I was certain about holis-
tic improvement of students
and value based education. So
I'm trying to implement the
same through the UGC, too.”

When asked what he thought
about campus protests and ac-
tivism, Singh said, “I believe.
campuses should contribute in
holistic development — wheth-
er that be spiritual, physical.
Whatever a student needs, they
should be given. Buf the teach-
er-student relationship must
improve and there should be a
love for learning.”
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Class 10,12 students
can skip pending
board exams: CISCE

New Delhi: The class 10 and 12
students of CISCE board can
choose not to appear for pending
board exams and be marked as
per their perfonnance inpre-bo-

the proposal before the Bombay
high courton Monday inrespon-
se tp a petition filed by a parent
seekingdirections totheauthori-
ties to cancel exams in view of
thespike in Covid-19 cases.
According to Gerry Aratho-
on, chief executive and secreta-
1y, Couneil for the Indian School
Certificate Examinations (CI-

SCE), the students will have to:

communicate their option to
their respective schools by June
29. The exams which were post-
poned due to the lockdown to
contain spread of coronavirus,
arenow scheduled to be conduc-
ted from July1to14. However, se-
veral parents have been deman-
ine the exams be: Sclappei

two options—~they e1ther appear

The bo aihe stuents will
be marked on these subjects as
per pre-boards resuilts

for the rescheduled exams or
choose to have their resulis
based on their performance In
the preboard exams or internal

‘assessment. The option will

beavailable only for the pending
exams, the result of the subjects
for which exams were already
conducted, will be calculated
as per performance in the
exam only” Arathoon said. The
board also clarified that the stu-
dents will not be entitled to ma-
ke a subject-wise choice betwe-

i e twes r pending

exams. pm
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Online classes in deg‘ree colleges from July 13

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ h-.baneswa

WITH Odisha Government ex-
tending closure of educational
institutions till August 31, the

i Higher Education department

1"on Thursday asked the degree
colleges to conduct online
classes for its students from
July 13,

The department has also is-
sued guidelines to this effect
stating that the lecturers
should conduct nnline classes
for at least two to three hours
a day for at least three days a
week.

The faculties have been
asked to use Google meet,
Zoom, Skype or uvther digital
platforms for the purpose and

form WhatsApp or e-mail
groups with a maximum 32
students for sharing of
information.

The colleges will prepare
department-wise time table
and share it on its websites
and in their WhatsApp groups.
The soft copies of notes, text

books, reference books and
presentations will be sent to
the students through e-mail
and WhatsApp.

The department has asked
teachers to refer e-learning
materials available in e-PG
Pathshala, Massive Open On-

_line Course (MOQCS) and Odi-

sha State Open University
website for the purpose.

Higher Education Secretary
Saswat Mishra said faculties
will conduct online cases from
college premises only.

The principals with assis-
tance of two senior faculties
will supervise the process
while department officials
will make surprise visit to
monitor the conduct of online
classes.

Order challenged in HC

Cuttack: Odisha Government's June 2
order asking all teaching and non-
teaching employees of State
universities and government and
non-government colleges to attend
their institutions has come under
judiclal scrutiny with a PIL
challenging the directive. While
classes in all educational institutions
were suspended till August 31 In the
wake of Covid-19, the Higher
Education department had Issued
the order making it effective from
June 17. Former president of Odisha
Government College Teachers’
Association Dinesh Prasad
Pattanayak along with chalrman and
managing trustee of Synergy
institute S5 Singh Deo filed the PIL
seeking quashing of the order.
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10 mn kids may
never go back to
school after Covid

EDUCATION DISRUPTED

LONDON: The coronavirus
pandemic has-caused an “un-
precedented education emer-
gency” with up to 9.7 million
children affected by school clo-
sures at risk of never going
back to their classrooms, Save
the Children warned on
Monday.

The British charity cit-
ed UNESCO data show-
ing that in April, 1.6 bil-
lion young people were
shut out of school and uni-
versity due to measures to
contain Covid-19 -- about 90%
of the world’s entire student
population.

“YFor the first time in human
history, an entire generation
of children globally have had
their education disrupted,” it
said in a new report, Save our
Education.

It said the economic fall-out
of the crisis could force an ex-
tra 90 to 117 million children
into poverty, with a knock-on
effect on school admissions.

With many young people re-
| quired to work or girls forced

into early marriage to support
their families, this could see
between seven and 9.7 million
children dropping out of
school permanently.

At the same time, the charity
warned the crisis could leave a
shortfall of $77 billion in edu-
cation budgets in low and mid-
dle income countries by the
end of 2021.

. “Around 10 million
children may never re-
turn to school -- this is
an unprecedented edu-
cation emergency and

governments must urgent-
1y invest in learning,” Save the
Children chief executive Inger
Ashing said.

“Instead we are atrisk of un-
parallelled budget cuts which
will see existing inequality ex-
plode between the rich and the
poor, and between boys and
girls.”

The charity urged govern-
ments and donors to invest
more funds behind a new glob-
al education plan to help chil-
dren back into school when it
is safe and until then support
distance learning.

Date: -14.07.2020
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OWN 5: ODISHA REIMPOSES

CURBS IN FOUR DISTRICTS & ROURKELA

Aggressive surveillance, testing, tracing, isolation and treatment will be done during the lockdown period

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bhubaneswar
ODISHA on Thursday joined
the growing list of states
which are reimposing lock-
down to check the alarming
spread of coronavirus and an-
nounced extension of curbs in
the four worst-affected dis-
tricts of Ganjam, Khurda, Cut-
tack, Jajpur along with Rour-
kela city till July 31. The 14-day
lockdown would come into ef-
fect from 9 pm of July 17.
Chief Secretary Asit Tripa-
thy said the decision was taken
in view of the rapid rise in
cases and high case-load in the
four districts and Rourkela

. Lockdown 5: Odisha reimposes.
_curbs in four districts & Rourkela

Municipal Corporation area.
As high as 66 per cent of the
total cases of the State are
from Ganjam, Khurda, Cut-
tack and Jajpur districts while
90 per cent of the cases in
Sundargarh district have
beenreported from Rour-
kela Municipal
Corporation. i
“Aggressive surveil- ¢
lance, testing, tracing,
isolation and treatment
will be done during the
lockdown period,” he said,
Out of the total 15,392 cases
in Odisha, the four districts
have reported 8,509 cases till
date with the number of active
case at 2,845. While Ganjam

district tops the list with 4,867
cases, Khurda has so far re-
ported 1,594 cases. The cases in
Cuttack and Jajpur districts
stand at 1,134 and 934 respec-
tively. Sundargarh district has
reported 750 cases so far out
e ©Of which about 90 per
cent patients are from
Rourkela city.
The Chief Secretary
said during the lock-
down period, all shops
and commercial estab-
lishmenits, offices and institu-
tions will remain closed. Be-
sides, mobility of people will
also be restricted. Medical es-

.tablishments including Gov-

ernment and private hospitals,

clinics, nursing homes includ-
ing medicine stores will, how-
ever, remain open, he said.

Allaying fears of closure of
shops supplying daily essen-
tials, he said grocery, vegeta-
bles and milk outlets will re-
main open from 6 am to 1 pm
everyday during the lockdown
period. Home delivery of food,
grocery, vegetahles, egg, fish,
meat and other essential items
by restaurants and aggrega-
tors like Swiggy, Zomato,
OMFED, Chilika Frsh and oth-
ers will continue.

The Chief Secretary an-
nounced that no vehicle will be
allowed to enter the Twin City
of Cuttack and Bhubaneswar

unnecessarily However, move-
ment of goods and goods carri-
ers whether loaded and un-
loaded, public transport,
private vehicles and taxis (in-
cluding cabs by aggregators
like Ola, Uber) to and from alr-
ports and railway station and
bus terminals/stands/stops
will be allowed.

Ecocomic and other activi-
ties like agriculture, horticul-
ture, fisheries, animal hus-
bandry, veterinary services
‘will continue. Besides, all in-
dustrial units, factories, con-
struction actlvities, IT/ITeS
units with bare minimum
staff for critical operations
will remain open. PS

FROM P1...

Stating that operation of hotels and hos-
pitality units, including their associated
offices, movement of staff and associat-

ed personnel will be allowed, the Chief -

Secretary said that dhabas along the na-
tional and State highways/major roads

can function for takeaway only. Petrol

pumps, CNG stations and LPG, includ-
ing their bottling, distribution and retail

outlets, operations of e-commerce estab-
lishments such as Flipkart, Amazon in-
cluding their warehousing and delivery
activities will be exempt from the lock-
down restrictions.

Tripathy announced that any person
violating the lockdown guidelines will
be liable for action in accordance with
the provisions of the Disaster Manage-
ment Act, 2005 and Epidemic Diseases
Act, 1897.
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Contractual workers to get wages during lockdown

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
Sy

THE State Government has
clarified that employees out-

period of lockdown declared
by the Government under Sec-
tion 2 of Epidemic Disease Act,
1897 or under Section 10(2)(i) of
the Disaster Management Act,

through outsourcing agencies
may be paid as per the existing
terms but automatic renewal
should not be done,” the memo-
randum said.

Q

sourced or directly engaged by 2005 during Covid-19 manage- The Finance department Personswhoare

the departments will get remu- ment, the Finance department memorandum was in response g"sﬁe;f"e;ﬂy

ner:_ation during the lockdown .. said. to different departments seek- nzt thro lc,.f ue

period if their contract is in While putting restriction on  ing clarification on payment of omu,é.’ﬁg

force. fresh engagement till the lock- wages during the lockdown agencles may be
’I‘lge clarification was issued down is lifted, the memoran- - period. paid as per the

by Finance departmenton Sat- dum said there would not be Opposition political parties  existing terms but

urday inregard to its July 7of- automatic renewal of contract have requested the Govern- avtomatic

fice memorandum for payment  of those who have been en- ment to renew the contract of  enewal should

| of remuneration to contractu-  gaged directly by the Govern-  those workers whose contract "0t be done

al workers during lockdown. ment offices. period expired or going to end  Finance dept

Noting that the July 7 memo- “Personswhoareengageddi- during this extended memoerandum

randum is meant only for the

rectly by the office‘ I_mt not

4 lockdown.

Banks to function from
S8amto2pm

Bhubaneswar: In partial modification of its
earlier order, the State Government on Sunday
announced that all banks operating in Khurda,
Ganjam, Cuttack and Jajpur districts and
Rourkela Municipal Corporation will function
from 8 am to 2 pm with customer service
hours from 8 am to 1 pm till July 31. The banks
will operate with not more than 50 per cent of
their manpower and strictly follow the norms
of physical distancing, an order issued by the
office of the Special Relief Commissioner said.
The district administrations and local police
will provide required support to the banks to
ensure proper physical distancing where
required, It added. The Government had
earlier announced that the banks will operate
with not more than 25 per cent of their
manpower for essential banking transaction.
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Minati.Singha
@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: With scho-
ols shut for months and child-
rengettingbored without out-
door games due to the Co-
vid-19 pandemic, ThinkZone
— a Cuttack-based social ini-
tiative — has been workingon
improving educational out-
comes among underprivile-
ged kids through various acti-
vities.

Using accessible techno-
logy like wvoice calls and
SMSes, ThinkZone is provi-
ding home-based educationto
reach out to parents so that
they can engage children
through activity-based lear-
ning methodology.

“Werealisedthatchildren
in under-resourced commu-
nitiesarenotgettingaccessto
quality education due to va-
riousreasonslike unavailabi-
lity of smartphones and the
digital divide. The available
education support interven-
tions are online or app-based
and unfortunately out of re-
ach of the majority of the po-
pulation who don’t have ac-
cess to smartphones/compu-
ters and internet. The direct
response to this crisis was to
launch home-based educa-
tion programmes using ac-
cessible technology” said
Snehanshu Shome, program-
me manager, ThinkZone.

The activities are mainly
focused on improving arith-
metic, language, foundation
and other cognitive skills
among children between
three and 10 years of age. So
far, over 5,000 children in four
districts — Cuttack, Khurda,
Kendrapada and Bhadrak
have got the benefits of the le-

calls and clicks

v ST

A mother teaches her childre
to tell time with spoons

n

arning activities, Shome sa-
id

Rashmi, a Class-I11 stu-
dent of Bhadrak district, co-
uld not attend a single day of
online class. Her parents
didn’t have a smartphone to
assist her in her learning.
Knowing about ThinkZone's
home-based learning pro-
gramme, her father dialled
the toll-free number and tried
todotheactivity that was told
to him. Rashmi’s parents said
she liked the activities so
muchthatthevnowregularly
call and listen to new ones.
“She is very eager to do these
activities and has learned a
lot of things like time, shape,
and small words,” said Priti,
aThinkZone coordinator.

The services of ThinkZo-
nearefreeforallandquite ea-
sy as the parents need to call
on a toll-free number and le-
arn about the quality lear-
ning modules that can be
used to educate their child-
ren effectively, said a parent.

The USP of these modules
is that these can be used by
anyone, irrespective of edu-
cational background, or the
type of mobile phones they
use. These are highly user-
friendly and available in mul-
tiple languages like Hindi,
English, and Odia, Shome po-
inted out.
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Amid e-learning push, opthalmologists

say students need br

Times News NETWORK

Hyderabad: Stressing on the ne-
ed for breaks during online clas-
ses, ophthalmologists said tha
t a teacher must give a break
every 45 minutes and a long bre-
ak of 12 hours during longer ses-
sions. They also said that online
dasses should be scheduled in
the morning and afternoon ho-
s only so that children do not
use these devices in the evening
andnight time.

“The amount of time a child
spends using digital devices sho-
uld be proportionatetothe child's
age. While12tol6-yearoldscanbe
allowed 8 hours of online study,
the hours of screen time for yo-
mger children should be restric-
ted to less than 4 hours. Toddlers
(younger than 3years)mustbere-
frained from using any digital de-
vice,” said Dr Ramesh Kekunna-

va, head, Child Sight Institute, LV

BEST PRACTICES FOR

TV are preferable

» Room lighting should be
good and the screen brightness
should be optimum

» Screen protectors can be used
to reduce excessive reflection

» There should be good ventila-
tion in the room. Sitting for long

| hours directly in front of the fan
or air conditioning can cause the
eyes to dry up quickly

Prasad Eve Institute, Hyderabad,
and added that children should
be encouraged to consciously
blink frequently

“An easy metho to follow is
the 202020 rule, where every 20
minutes, the child should take a

ONLINE LEARNING |

» Large screen devices == =5
like desktop, laptop or

LB

» Each day, there should be at
least one session of physical
exercise, yoga, dance class,
or virtual workout,

" intercepting the online
* teaching schedule

» The child must sitona
straight-backed chair with arm-
rests, with the screen placed

about 2 feet away at eye level

20-second break and look at any
object 20 feet away This will relax
the ciliary muscles of the eyes
and ease the strain due to pro-
longed near work,” headded.
Ophthalmologists said that
increased use of electronic gad-

eaks every 45 mins

Ophthalmologists
said that increased
use of electronic
gadgets, prolonged
near work, and lack
of daylight

exposure can result
in the progression

of myopia or
near-sightedness in
children

gets, prolonged near work, and
lack of daylight exposure can re-
sult in the progression of myopia
or near-sightedness in children.
Prolonged exposure to blue light,
which isemitted by electronicde-
vices, especially before bedtime,
can cause sleep disturbances in
children. Too much screen time
can also result in dry eye, heada-
che, stress, anxiety, behavioural,
and mental issues, they added.
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Mental well-being
lowestinyouth

One in two young people subject to anxiety or
depression, while 17 % probably affected by it

HEALTH CRISIS

UNITED NATIONS: Half of the
world’'s youth population are
subject to anxiety or depres-
sion-causing circumstances
and more than a third are un-
certain of their future career
prospects due to the Covid-19
pandemic, according to a sur-
vey by the International La-
bour Organisation (1ILO).

The ILO’s ‘“Youth and Cov-
id-19: impacts on jobs, educa-
tion, rights and mental well-
being’ survey found that if
urgent action is not taken,
yvouths are at the risk of suffer-
ing severe and long-
lasting adverse im-
pacts from the
pandemic.

“The Covid-19 pan-
demic has disrupted
every aspect of our
lives. Even before
the onset of the cri-
sis, the social and
economic integra-
tion of young people
was an ongoing chal-
lenge. Now, unless
urgent action is tak-
en, young people are likely to
suffer severe and long-lasting
impacts from the pandemic,’
the report said on Tuesday.

The ILO survey aimed to cap-
ture the immediate effects of
the pandemic on the lives of
yvouths (aged 18 to 29 vears)
with regard to employvment,
education, mental health,
rights and social activism.
Over 12,000 responses were re-
ceived from 112 countries, with
alarge proportion coming from
educated youths with access to
the Internet.

The survey found that one in
two (i.e., 50 per centl) young peo-
ple across the world are possi-
bly subject to anxiety or de-

Q

Severe disruption to
learning and
working,
compounded by the
health crisis, has
seen a deterioration
in young people’s
mental well-belng.

United Natlons

pression, while 17 per cent are
probably affected by it. “Severe
disruption to learning and
working, compounded by the
health crisis, has seen a dete-
rioration in young people's
mental well-being.” the
survey said.

Mental well-being is lowest
for young women and youth be-
tween the ages of 18 and 24
years. Young people whose edu-
cation or work was either dis-
rupted or had stopped com-
pletely were almost twice as
likely to be affected by anxiety
or depression as compared to
those who continued to be em-
ployed or whose edu-
cation was not
affected.

“This underscores
the interlinkages that
exist between mental
well-being, educa-
tional success and la-
bour market integra-
tion,” it said.

Among those who
thought that their ed-
ucation would be de-
layed or might fail, 22
per cent were likely to
be affected by anxiety or de-
pression, compared to 12 per
cent of students whose educa-
tion remained on track.

According to the report, 38
per cent of young people are
uncertain of their future ca-
reer prospects, with the Cov-
id-19 crisis expected to create
more obstacles in the labour
market and to lengthen the
transition from school to work.
The coronavirus, which first
emerged in Wuhan, has
claimed over 7.4 lakh lives with
more than 20 million cases
across the world so far. I'he 1LO
survey said some youths have
already felt the direct impact of
the pandemic.

Date: 13.08.2020
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Verify details before enrolling for
open and distance learning: UGC

Hemanta.Pradhan
@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: In order to
help students choose the
right and authentic institu-
tions, the University Grants
Commission (UGC) has advi-
sed them to take the necessa-
ry precautions before enrol-
ling for programmes offered
under the open and distance
learning (ODL) or online le-
arning mode.

The commission stated
that students should ensure
the recognition status of hig-
her educational institutions
(HEIs), check the details of
the institutionsonitswebsite
and other important things
before taking admission. The
noticehasbeenissued forstu-

ly

Phioto for representatio
EERIAR T

dents to stay away from fake
programmesor institutions.

The year-wise recogni-
tion status of HEIs approved
tooffer programmes through
the ODL and online mode is
in the public domain and can
be accessed on the UGC web-
site. Students should ensure
the minimum duration, ro-
menclatureand qualification

for the degree programme
under which they are enrol-
ling is strictly according to
the UGC notification. For ex-
ample: minimum eligibility
of 10+2 is needed for any un-
dergraduate course, while
10+2+3 orabachelor's degree
is required for admission in-
tothe postgraduate courses.
The UGCstated that some

courses are prohibited to be
offered under the ODL and
theonline mode, These inclu-
de engineering, medicine,
law, dental, pharmacy, nur-
sing, architecture, physiot-
herapy, agriculture, hotel
management, culinary studi-
es, valuation of real estate
and any other programme
not permitted to be offered in
the distance mode by any sta-
tutory councils or regulatory
bodies. Besides, MPhil and
PhD programmes inall disci-
plines through ODL and onli-
nemodearealsoprohibited.
The commission further
said the students should en-
sure that all activities of the
HEI including admission, co-
unselling sessions, contact
programmes, programmede-

livery, examinations are
strictly conducted by the HEI
within the territorial juris-
diction of the educational in-
stitution, No  university,
whether central, state, priva-
te or deemed-to-be can offer
it's programmes through
franchising  arrangement
with private coaching insti-
tutions for admitting lear-
ners and conducting courses
through the ODL and online
mode, it added.
“Thelearnersareadvised
toverify all details asclaimed
by the HEI on its website, In
caseany deviation by the HEI
has been noticed, communi-
catethistothe UGC for neces-
sary punitive actionsagainst
the HEL,” said the commis-
sioninanotification.
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WHAT’S
WORRYING

Between March 23
and July 31, as ma
as B6 suicides were
reported In
Bhubaneswar Urban
Police District as
against 59 during
the same period in
2019

Some of these
cases are linked to
economic distress
while a few others

are related to
famlly disputes

ny
¥

Callers used to
exprass their lack of
interest to live dui
to the uncertainty
over livelihood
caused by the
pandemic

Between mid April
and May, there
were calls from
people who had

suffered self-
Inflicted Injuries
as they were upset
over
circumstances
arising out of the
lockdown

| HELPLINESSS)
NIMHANS
080 — 45T 0007

BHAROSA

(only for university
students)
BO4ABOWED

ICall
022-25521111

ASHISH MEHTA @ Bhusaneswar

A ZT-year-old man of Unit IX area of Bhu-
laneswar went missing last Imn\d.n\' and a
few honrs Jater, his body was
Thya river Police investig el the
nan - an engineer in New Delhi - bhad re
rurned to the city following the outbreak of
Jovid-19, He was depressed ever since, his
family satd. He had allegedly jumped into
the river to end his life

The Capital City has witnessed a sharp
rise in suicides if one goes by the st;
ilable with Commissionerate Police. o
tween March 23 and July 31, as many as 86
5 nc,‘ulm were reported in Bhubmaneswir Uy

i Police Distri painst 58 during the
came period in 2

”nlu e investigation sug
ses are linked to economic distress
Tew others are related 1o famaly s
: DCP Umnshankar Dash
pl ris ure of the opinion that the pan
. has triggered uncertainty in the
s of many people and a 45 per cent
ke i suleides is a reflection

Utkal University's Psychology depart
ment head Bhaswati Patnaik points oul that
health erisis has led to either loss of Hve-
wd or pay cuts which has added to the
rainty

Lawst week, year-ald girl was found
lianglng in h ited aecommodalion at
Pahadn under Balianta police lHmits. A na
tive of Nayagarh, she was staying wit
rale friend in the city, police said, add
1t bath had Tost their jobs at @ mall aft
dedown was imposed and werestruggling
malke ends mect. The boy had recently
el to Angul in search of employment
she allegedly !nuk the extreme step i
his absence. >
Iter the Icn.lcrlm\n W ab imposed, I‘atnaik
colleagues and alummni of the Psycholao.
tlep T Imcm extended t( [ u)unwlnu_ 1o

Us

s thal some of

et

1

el \lu:lt-ms approached citing rho e
net satisfed with online classes while adults
wssed displeasure over hivelihood issues
H non-secialisation during the pandemic

svs Patnaik. The counsellors advised them
o tocus on the well-being
i vivileged, which would empower them
o handle the current circumstances

i

IN LOCKDOWN,
BHUBANESWAR SEES
45 % SPIKE IN SUICIDES -

Covid crisis led ta either loss of livelihood or pay cuts which added to the uncertainty

Ciry hased NGO Manam Foundation,
tuch works in the field of mental
health and wellness, uu..dgml four
counsclors ta support people in (IL».-
tress aped each counselor receive
10 10012 nelephone calls on an aver-
age everyday: [t found that people
were i economice distress and
staying lucked in a house ¥
other family members, s
cially between mid-Apri
and May-enrl, was hard.
Callers used to ex-
presstheir lack of inter-
estto live due to the un-
certainty over livelihood
caused by the pandemic”,
satl managing trustee of
A un, Anuradha Mahapa-
r ome collers were upset
over losing jobs while some
otherswers on the verge of [os-
vmployment. Teenagers, on
e hand, found it difficull o
with their parents and othey s
family members,
Married women said they were Iw'i
inz harassed due to the inereased
wuorkload, d lack of support by
ther partr incarrying out house-
hold chores, which affected them
hoth mentally and physically. Be-
en mid April and May, there were
crlis !m:n people who had sutfered self<in- -
1 they were upsel over cir-
sing out of the lockdown.
Chancellor of National
and Neuro-

1SEAnees al
Buector and Vice
Institute pf Mental Health
sciences (NIMHANS), Professor BN Gan-

i sald. depression as a feeling is dif-
nt from 'h-m cssion as an illness. “Bouts
ssfon Fav@been mote durtngthe
lac! n.clm\.u as youths were confined to their
homes, lost jobs or faced pay cuts and were
cut from the society.” he said.
NIMHANS was the first institution to set
up a national helpline for addressing psy-
chu-social issues of people and it has
clocked over 3 lakh calls from mid-March
when the lockdown was imposed up lo June.
Healthy hobbies.” keeping away from al-
coholand drugs and exercise are three man-
t o keep depression at bay, Professor
Gemgadhar advised.

10-12

calls on an
average werg
received by
counselots each
day from people
who were In

Several students
approached us citing they
were ndtsttisfled with?
online classes while adults
expressed displeasure over

livelihood issues

the pandemic

Bhaswat Fatnaik, HoD of Utkal University's

Psychalogy department

and

non-soctalisation during

DISTRESS CALLS

3lakh

calls were
made 1o the
NIMHANS
Helpline
between
mid-March
and June
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)Is, colleges to remain closed till Durga Puja

SERVICE

-19 pandemic
nof decline, the
-nt on Wednes-
iieep all educa-
ione including
leges closed till
~ation.
er Naveen Pat-
announcement
v ool the Covid
& State at a vir-
ith party legis-
i1 officials.
nister said the
t2Ken Keeping
nterests of stu-
cents in mind,
nstitutions are
ird week of the
“ising on the re-
. cconomy, the
1 usked depart-
1 to tacilitate

disbursal of more loans inru-
ral areas with special focuson
agriculture and allied sectors,
MSME, and self help groups
(SHGs) having maximuim po-
tential to generate
employment.

For revival of ruiral econo-
my, the CM on Tuesday had

approved a special assis- e

tance package of 2200
crore special package

to help develop liveli-

hood activities of ru-

ral poor, very poor and
the migrants.

With gradual resumption
of economic activities, mi-
grant workers who have re-
turned to the State need spe-
cial attention. Pressing for
creation of employment op-
portunity for them, the Chief
Minister directed depart-
ments to extend all possible
institutional suppor: for cred-

it linkage to start micro eco-
nomic activities.

He further directed to con-
duct skill mapping of the mi-
grants and provide requisite
training under Nirman Shra-
mik Yojana for engagement in
construction activities.

He also asked departments

_ to promote livelihood ac-
W tivities like backyard

.~ poultry, goatery, fisher-
2 jes gaining currency,
" and expand the activi-
ties in rural areas.
With demand for mask
increasing and mask-making
proving a good income gener-
ating activity, he advised leg-
islators to assist SHGs by pro-
curing masks from their local
area development fund for
distribution.

Describing complacency as
an enemy during the pandem-
ic, the CM advised everyone to

adopt maximum precautions.
He expressed satisfaction over
ramping up of testing and de-
cline of positivity as well as
fatality rates.

He also directed Covid ob-
servers to ensure strict adher-
ence to area-specific strate-
gies in hotspot districts to
fight the pandemic.

He asked officials to provide
compensation as per the
guidelines to the kin of COV-
ID-19 warriors, who have fall-
en victim to the virus in the
lone of their duty, by Friday.

Agriculture Minister Arun
Sahoo, Government Chief
Whip Pramila Mallick, BJD
MLAs Debi Prasad Mishra
and Atanu Sabyasachi Nayak,
Chief Secretary Asit Tripathy;
DGP Abhay, 5T Secretary VK
Pandian and other officials
were present in the review
meeting.
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Bhubaneswar: In view of the
prolonged delay in the reope-
ning of schools, the state go-
vernment on Wednesday deci-
ded to reduce the syllabus for
ClassItoXIIby 30 percenttoea-
se the burden on students.

Sources said the portions
have been removed conside-
ring there would not be eno-
ugh time to complete it. This
apart, standalone and overlap-
ping chapters have been
struck off from thevgrmitu-
Tum, AT Inss

“Since schools have remai-
ned closed for such a long pe-
riod of time, three different
committees decided to cut
down on chapters for the cur-
rent academic session. We ha-
ve taken utmost care while se-
lecting the chapters to be ex-
cluded from the syllabus as we
did not want to repeat any
controversy over it. All chap-
ters related to Odisha have be-
en kept in the syllabus,” school
and mass education minister
Samir Ranjan Das said.

The State Council of Edu-

State prunes syllabus
for Std I-X1I by 30%

Schools to be shut
till Puja holidays

Bhubaneswar: Chief minister
Naveen Patnaik on Wednesday
announced that schools across
the state would reopen after Puja
holidays in view of the Covid-19
situation. This year's Puja
vacations will be over on October
27.The announcement was made
keepingin view the concern of
parents and students over the
prolenged closure of schoals. 1w

. cational Research and ‘I'vai-

ning (SCERT) has decided the
syllabus for Class 1 to VI, the
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (BSE) has done for Class
IX and X and the Council of
Higher Secondary Education
(CHSE)for Class XI and XII.
“Some chapters, which the
students may read in upper
classes, were excluded, Chap-
ters on Odisha's art, culture,
history and geography have
not been excluded,” Tapas Ku-
mar Nayak, member of the
SCERT committee, said.

b Continued on P 2

Page No.:- 01 & 02

Teachers' body wants govt
to begin classes on TV

»Continued fromP1

owevel, the exclusion of
]{some chapters in higher

classesand the delay inre-
vising the syllabus have irked
parents, teachersand education.
1sts. “Chapters on fundamental
rights and [undamental duties
or Nationalism in Indian Poli-
tics should not be excluded from
the syllabus,” Ramakanta Pan-
da, elementary school teacher,
said.

Theteachersalsopointedout
that the exclusion of chapters
such as motion and sound from
thesyllabusof ClassIX (general
science) might cause problems
for the students in higher class-
s

“If the government had tore-
duce the syllabus by 30%, then
why did they take so much time?
We have studied several chap-
tersathome: [t will bedifficultto
cover the rest 70% of the curri
culum when the schools reo-
pen,” Swati Parida, Class X stu-
dent, said,

The Odisha Secondary
School Teachers Association
(OSSTA) welcomed the govern-
ment’s decision of revising the
syllabus. It, however, proposed
that the government start con-

SOME MAJOR CHAPTERS EXCLUDED

! » Class-X (History) Post-inde-
| pendent India till 2000

» Class X (Economics) Eco-
nomic system -

| > Class X Poltca Scence)

| Reorganisation of states in

| post-independent India,

| foreign policy of India, relation-

» Class IX (History) Towa..-rdS
a new world, world after 1945,

» Class IX (Pol Science)

ship with United States of :

; : Fundamental Rights,
el aﬂdﬁuﬁ&—, * Fundamental Duties and
;cg::: )F‘NEG&I“%;"&; @ . respansibilities

\ ; Tl 5 Class X (Gen-

| non-metal, carbon

| and its compound, hu- .
nan eye and magnetic

| effect of electricity

; » Class X (indian Culture ang

| Heritage) Promotion of our

\ culture in foreign countries

j eral Science) Objects
/ around us, motion,
sound, great attraction
(mahakarshana), improve-
ment of food resources, natural
resources and pollution

‘ » Class X (Environment and
| Poliution Education) Noise pal-
* lution, environment manage-
; ment, HIV/AIDS, drug abuse

» Class IX (Geography)

Weather
» Class VIi (History) Growth of
nationalism in Indian politics to

| "> Class X (Geography} Bio-
| resources, water resources,
| manufacturing industry

Indian National Congress

> Class VIl (Geography) Natu-
ral Resources

ducting classes through TV
channels as a large number of
students could not take part in
onlineclasses and the reopening
of school seemed impractical in
view of the rising number of co-

vid cases, “Classes on television
channel will not cost much. It :
will benefit a large number of
children in the interior areas,” :
OSSTA  president  Prakash |
Chandra Mohanty said. :
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Children facing online

overload need patient,

UJ

Cindhu Menaka

client called me the other
/ cay, asking twbout thie

. cent chandeliering behe
ioural changes in her

t-renr-0ld calm, shy child studying in

reputed school in south Chenneai.
he ounteome of this counselling was
Leemergence of anagging question
g my mind about parenting styles.
he ruain problem I noticed was the
wck of proper interaction of the boy
ith his family He had been spenedd-
g nost of his time surfing the -
el playing online, which led him
wopwvanted websites, These preoc-
pred his mind and created anxious
aoebiiclours, disturbaed sleep pattern
Conecentratrion issues,
voommon guestion that mmany
rien1s ask these days is, ‘Kids are
pegvling too much time online boe-
ause ol digital learning and gauning.
he: are also exhibiting signs of
we, anxiety, chandeliering and
cutbursts. Are the two related,
nd 17 so0, how should I turn my kKid's
ive D toward reality?’
Insuring a healthy interaction
Lt the child and keeping an honest
e commumication with them is

o el of the hour frrom working
5 8. Children neod to be assured
v Loy ean speak to parents about
vinning they have on their mminds,
t amnited interaction with friends,

v members necd to be
ol aldes of young ones., [
txachers need not instruct chil-
1 instead, they could show them
Jhat can be learned.

‘I'he effects of the Covid-19 pan-
a1 e e being felt most by children
o hom routines have turned ap-
Leler loown and peors and activit

e listant. Though the minis
“hooanan resource de opment hi:
cvonmended hours of sereer rime
s adents attending online classes

i the pandemic, parents coin-
i chools are not abiding o the
ol nes and students too are using
(0 pportunity to play games and
e movies onlino,
' time spent by children online
v trizer various health risks and
omplaints such as headaches, eyve
ritation, and stress-related prolb-
e leading to online addiction

C ne digital learning VAT-
vl CESIONS cause ao oy " s
«l na student’s meintal, cm.oatioi-

~nsitive handling offline -

al, aand social health, irrespective of
their cconomic levels, Digital learn-
ing-exacerbated disparities cause a
divide between high and low socio-
coeonomic students, as many lower
SIS students, egpecially from rural
baclkzrounds, cannot afford electron-
ic online technologies and gacdgets.
Low-inicome parents may not be able
to provide adequate academic sup-
port or help that is.required outside
classroom and school setups. This
nepgatively impacts many students
who are expected to have these online
tools at home. It also has an impact
on i student’s self-esteem that can
cause undue stress.

Young minds are also altering to
e more digitally focused than having
a rclationship-focused mindset. Asa
result, mental health issues appear
dal pecome a barrier to achieve aca-

CHivLo OF HABIT

demic poals, I a kKid is irritable,
short-tempered, obsessive, lacks fo-
cus, Is isolating themselves [rom the
faunily or displays a sense of panic,
thon it is time for parents to observe,
listen and be sensitive to the appre-
hens=ions that children may be feel-
ing. Hental health counselling ser-
vices, and quality of time spent with
chiiliren are all found to be imiportant
during this pandemic.

Hy delfaalt, children are optimists,
but continuing this gquality for the
rest o thelr lives is a complete illu-
sio1. A child has a thirst for answers,
which cannot be guenched. It is upto
Pt nts and teachers’ to throw light
on the wiay they should solve unre-
solved riddles of their mind.

(The writer is a psychologist)
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Dash said -

Parents
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Class IX o

2y cent school
abus reduced

seaseburden

happy with the decision, demand
duling of entire academic session

SERVICE the State has been slashed a: per

the recommendations o
Council of Educationa!
wovernment on and Training (SCER'). F
<tthesyllabusfor  Secondary Education BS
Ly 30 per  Councilof Higher Secondan B
ing in the cation (CHSE)
wssion, which “Specidl focus has bern 2iven to

‘v affected by the ensure that no core chapters of

any subject is excluded,” the Min-

“ohiool and Mass  ister said and added that it will
I1) department  ease the burden of students in the
erthe CBSE took  current academic session. which

i thesyllabus for  will have a delayed start in view of

‘nis inthe cur-  the Covid-19 surge.
=ai0n in view of An expert team constity
i the department care
i Ranjan  nised the contents to be v
12 tor schools in omitted from the syllab

THEORY AND

in Sclence

class and finalised the revised cur-
riculum accordingly, he said.

Some of the topies in different
subjects exempted from the Class
X syllabus in Government schools
include theory and theorem in
Mathematies; carbon and its com-
pounds, sources of energy and in-
heritance and diffraction in Sei-
enve; reorganisation of States in
india post-Independence and In-
dia’s foreign policy in Civics; Bio
Resources, Water Resources and
Manufacturing Industry in Geog-
raphy and Financial Structure in
Economics.

Officials said revised syllabus
for elementary, secondary educa-
tion and higher secondary educa-

Flnanclal
THEOREM IN Structure in
MATHEMATICS Economics

Carbon and its compounds,
sources of energy and
Inheritance and diffraction

WHAT IS EXCLUDED FROM CLASS X

Rearganisation of States in India post-
lndependence and India’ s fnreign pollcv in Clvlcs i

| Blo Resnmces Water Resources and
| Manufacturing lndustry In Geography

Special focus has been

cora chaptars of any
subjact Is excluded

Samir Ranjan Dash,

a

giventoensure thatno |

|
!
tL SEME Minister

tion has been uploaded to the
SCERT, BSE and CHSE websites.
The department has asked the Dis-
trict Education Officers and other
field level officials to ensure that
the revised syllabus is followed by
schools for online and offline
teaching during the current aca-
demic session,

Members of state-level parents
association, however, criticised the
Government for coming up with
the revised syllabus so late.

“Revising the syllabus is not
enough. As the academic session is
net resuming before Puja vaca-
tions, the entire academic session
needs to be rescheduled,” the asso-
ciation members said.

300
Jufifaal
AT .

T 129

a%gaarr{a
wﬂﬂvﬁ

Infey (H 12%l qok

A I EET

b (e T B

e 4 77 favt fermr
T TS e et 6
aﬁvﬁ" wmqqam =g

T arrcﬁ@ﬁvr—l?rﬁw

= AR,




INSTITUTE LIBRARY
REGIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION,

BHUBANESWAR

Newspaper clipping

Name of Newspaper: - The Times of India

Date: 27.08.2020 Page No.:- 02

Higher edu
dept to upload
lectures on
Utkal varsity site

Hemanta.Pradhan
@timesgroup.cam

Bhubaneswar: The higher
education department has
asked the Utkal University to
upload recorded video lectu-
res and other e-contents on
the university website for
students and teachers of dif-
ferent higher educational in-
stitutes of the state.

Under the Rashtriyva Uch-
chatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RU-
SA1.0)scheme, avirtual tuto-
rial project was started at the
directorate of distance and
continuing education
(DDCE) of Utkal University
in 2017. A studio had been cre-
ated to prepare audio-video-
based syllabus and problem
solving contentsat+3levelin
bilingual mode (Odia and
English).

After the creation of vi-
deo lectures, the government
had planned to embed them
in a pen drive or a tablet PC
and provide them to the stu-
dents of underprivileged
areas in Utkal University,
Berhampur University, Sam-
balpur University, Fakir Mo-
han University and North
Odisha University.

A monitoring committee
meeting was conducted here
on August 20 on this virtual
futorial project. The minutes
of the meeting released on
Wednesday focussed on the
use of these video lectures by
students and teachersduring
this pandemic.

In the report, higher edu-
cation secretary Saswat
Mishra, said the prepared e-
contents (recorded lectures)
should be uploaded on the Ut-
kal University website and
frree access should be allowed
so that students and teachers
can use it for their benefit. “A
separate enabling circular
will beissuedtoallthehigher
educational institutions of
the state in the first week of
September after uploading of
prepared e-contents on the
website,” he added.
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Govt may f1x
exam sched

Bhubaneswar: The higher cducati
me up with a schedule for the final ¢
duate (UG) and postgraduat: (PG) e
on Monday. A high-level mecting o
by the department on Monday.
Vice-chancellorsand con(roller:
lic universities along with princip:
gesandother degree colleges unde:
partment will attend the merting vi

Higher education minis or Arw

ry Saswat Mishra and other depa:
cuss the schedule of the final yeare
sentatives of colleges and univers
cusspreparationsforthefinalyear
and universities. “The repr sentat

tional institutions will say now the

nation. They mightalsotalk about f
examination,” said a senior highe
official.

Berhampur University conducl
before Covid-19 hit the state. It only
aminations. Fakir Mohan Universi
gannath Sanskrit Vishvavidyalava
ted most of their UG examination
rictions came into force.

On Friday, Sahoo told the medi:

call on the UG and PG final semeste

ing through the Supreme Court o
mester examinations. The Supren

the UGC guidelines for m: datory
correct. Final semester/ye: v studs
withouttheexaminations, it added.

1G,PG
e today

(lepartment might co-
'ster/year undergra-
ninations in the state
is has been convened

:xaminations of pub-
ot autonomous colle-
‘highereducation de-
Illeoconferencing,
wmar Sahoo, secreta-
ont officials will dis-

iinations with repre-

. They will also dis-

ninationsincolleges

of the higher educa-

ill handle the exami-
tepsneeded for a safe

(lucation department

Its UG examinations
ids to conduct PG ex-
salasore, and Shri Ja-
ri, have also comple-

jore the Covid-19 rest-

iat they would take a
vaminations after go-
m holding of final se-
yurt in its order said
al examination were
cannot be promoted
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Pokhriyal
inaugurates
KIIT webinar
on NEP 2020

Times News NeTwork

Bhubaneswar: Union minis-
ter of education Ramesh Pok-
hriyal ‘Nishank’ on Sunday
inaugurated an international
webinar on National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020 orga-
nised by KIT Deemed to be
University Bhubaneswar:
Sources said this was the
first of its kind meet on NEP
and brought more than 30,000
students, vice-chancellors,
policy-makers and intellec-
tuals from 50 countries on a
common platform.
Inaugurating the webinar;
Pokhriyal said NEP 2020 was
a student-centric policy and
reflected the dreams and aspi-
rations of the people. It had
been framed following wide-
ranging consultations, he
added. “Provisions for early
childhood education, empha-
sis on mother-tongue based
early childhood education, fo-
cus on skills, credit bank and
multiple entry and exits are
some of the important stu-
dent-centric features of the
policy,” the minister said.
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Bhubaneswar: In a bid {o
help children living in rural
areas with no aceess to anv
digital medium continue
with their education, mem-
bers of civil society organi-
sations have come forward
and started taking remedial
classes for them in the villa-
gesof thestate.

The initiative, which has

the non-profit Atmashakti
Trust, Odisha Shramajeebec:
Manchaand Mahila Shrama-

Bid to bridge i

been started by volunteers of
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jeebee Mancha, hds !
operationalised in as »
as15districts. These in
Kandhamal,  Malkan
Koraput. Nabz:ngpur,
agada, [alah ndi, Nu
da, Balangir and B
among others.

The memiers suid
classes started in mic
gust. Over 100 sangal
membersandlocal youl
lunteers have condu
more than 175 remedial
ses in these ' stricts
wing the gov iment’
delines 1 Cr L The

arban divide in digital learning

o

= ’ ‘ Y
Aremedial class in a village in
Phiringia block in Kandhamal

more than 3,000 students ha-
ve already benefited from

theseclasses.

Sources said the initiati-

veisbeing taken up based on
a study of the learning as-
sessment of schoolchildren
carried out by these organi-
sations. Inthe study, the lear-
ning levels of more than 3000
students of Classes III, V and
VIII were assessed and found
tobeabysmal.

“States like Sikkim have
adopted  home-schooling
where teachers visit the ho-
mes of students with all the
resources to teach them. We
urge the state government to
follow ourremedial class mo-
dules and the Sikkim model

to help the children who are
left with Little or no support
toreturntolearning,” Ruchi
Kashyap, the executive trus-
tee of Atmashakti Trust, sa-
id.

She said the volunteers
take up remedial classes for
twohoursevery day foragro-
up of children, each consis-
ting of five to six learners,
where physical distancing,
use of hand wash and saniti-
sersandotherprecautionary
measurestocontainthespre-
ad of novel coronavirus has
been made mandatory.
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“UG, PG finals fo
be completed
by month-end

e state higher education
department on Monday
decided that it will conduct
undergraduate (UG)and post-
graduate (PG) final year/se-
mester examinations by Sep-
tember 30. The results of the
examinations will be publish-
ed by October 3L The depart-
ment officials took the deci-
sion after a video conference
with higher education minis-
ter Arun Kumar Sahoo. P2

REGIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION,

Page No.:- 01&02

- UG, PG final exams
~ tobe completed
by month-end

Times News NETwORK

! Bhubaneswar: The state higher educa-
¢ tiondepartmentonMondaydecided that it
¢ will conduct undergraduate (UG) and
¢ postgraduate (PG) final year/semester ex-
: aminations by September 30. Results of
: the examinations:will be published by Oc-
: tober3L ‘

: The departmeit took the decision after

i avideoconference meeting chaired by hig-

¢ her education minister Arun Kumar Sa-
¢ hoo. Department secretary Saswat Mishra
: was present. The examinations will be
¢ conducted according to the revised guide-
¢ lines of University Grants Commission
¢ (UGC) issued on July 6. Colleges and uni-
: versities can hold examinations by using
¢ offline, online, blended (effline+online),
: multiple choice, open book and OMR met-
¢ hods. The universities and autoromous
. colleges will take the final decision onit.

g “If any student fails toappear inthe the

i final examination-he/she-can appear fon.
;. thepen and paper ekatfinatiorrin Decem-

: berthis year,” said the official statement of
: the depart- :
: ment. So-
i urces said
: thefinalse-

IESDLTS BY OCT 31

mester/year examinations will commen-
cefrom September15. The schedule will be
released soon. Allsteps will be taken for sa-
fety of students, said a department offici-
al. Even results of back paper examina-
tion will be published by October 31.

Deepak Kumar Behera, vice-chancel-
lor of Sambalpur University, said he will
conveneameeting very soonfor theexami-
nations. “We will discuss about the met-
hods of examinations and decide which is
fit for us,” he added. §

On Friday, the Supreme Court had pas-
sed an order saying the UGC guideline for
mandatory final examination is correct.
Final semester/year students cannoct be
promoted without the examinations. The
UGC had issued it's revised guidelines on
July 6 to hold the final examinations by
September30.

Berhampur University has conducted
it's UG examinations before Covid-19 hit
the state. It will only conduct PG examina-
tions now. Fakir Mohan University, Bala-
sore and Shri Jagannath Sanskrit Vishva-
vidyalaya, Puri have also completed most
of the UG examinations before the Co-
vid-19 restrictions come into force in the
state.
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THE new curriculum sugs
t in the National Education Poli-
¢y 2020 can oriiy be implemented
-by the academic vear 2023-24,
said National Council of Edu-
cational Research and Train-
ing (NCERT) Director Hru-
shikesh Senapaty. If will take
a year for the NCERT to develop
the National Curriculum
Framework (NCF) and another
two years to develop the text-
books, he said in conversation
with Prabhu Chawla, Edito-
rial Director, The New Indi-
an Express, and author and
senior journalist Kaveree
‘Bamzai on TNIE Expressions,
a series of live webcasts with
Dpeaple who matter.

Senapaty said a collaborative
effort will be required to imple-
ment the new curriculum. “We
will prepare the textbooks in a

':"."(‘r‘?’

phased manner and will be h?,-

to implement it in three years,”
he said.

“Even though our curricu-
Tum will be introduced in CBSE
affiliated schools, the NEP will
be adopted by all the states as
well with slight modifications.
The Central Advisory Board of
Education (CABE), which has
all the education ministers of
all the states, will approve the
curriculum and then it will be
accepted by the states. This
time there will be not one but
four NCFs — early childhood
care and education, school edu-
cation, teacher education and
adult education curriculum,”
he added.

The implementation of the
policy will also need well-
trained teachers who can teach
the new syllabus. But who will

FEAR NONEFAYWR

exp

It will take another year for NCERT to

prepare the framework and developa

curriculum and will take another two
years to prepare the textbooks

Hrushikesh Senapaty, NCERT director

frain these teachers? “We have
started a massive teachers’
training programme from Au-
gust 19 for 42 lakh elementary
school teachers and till date
have trained 17.5 lakh teachers
keeping in view the pedagogy.
Mostly, it’s a question of peda-
gogy. If there is no change in
approach, it will not be fruitful.
We need our teachers to give
the students experiential edu-
cation. There will also be in on-

‘line mode,” Senapaty said.

The three-language formula
has been heavily debated since
the NEP was made public. The
NCERT director said the policy
has left ample room for modifi-
cations in formula and that it is
very flexible. “The states can
choose two Indian languages of
their choice and nowhere does
it mention that Sanskrit is com-

ot before 2023

puisory, neither is Hindi.” said
Senapaty. “Ttis up to the state to
develop the textbooks as well.
We develop textbooks in Eng-
lish, Hindi and Urdu. The
states then adapt it to the other
Indian languages. The lan-
guage textbooks, too, are devel-
oped by the states. We only give
them a framework.”

The NEP emphasises on im-
plementing three modes of as-
sessment which will have both
teachers and students partici-
pating in the process for a holis-
tic educational experience, said
Senapaty.

India needs to focus on teach-
ing life skills in an-integrated
manner rather than just em-
phasise on cognitive skills, he

“said. “Our focus has shifted

from content mastery to com-
petence mastery,” he said.
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- Complete
tinal sem
exam by Oct
10: Govt to
varsities
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ODISHA Government on
Wednesday asked all State
universities and autonomous
colleges to complete the final
semester examinations for all
UG and PG programmes by
October 10.

The Government's direc-
tion came hours after it re-
quested the University Grant

BHUBANESWAR
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Date:
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Page No.:- 02

cuiimission (UGE) to extend
the deadline for completion
of all final semester exams of
UG and PG from September 30
to October 10.

The Higher Education de-
partment has asked the uni-
versities and autonomous col-
leges to conduct the exam
between September 20 and
October 10, The results will be
published by October-end.

It also asked the universi-

ties to conduct the back-paper
examinations of final semes-
ter at the earliest. “If exami-
nations can be conducted on
holidays,” the department
wrote.

Each university and auton-
omous college will chalk out
its own plan and strategy for
conducting examinations
within the prescribed dead-
line by following appropriate
UGC guidelines.

Universities and colleges
will also provide necessary
support to Odisha State Open
University to conduct the ex-
aminations through its study
centres.

Higher Education Secretary
Saswat Mishra, in a letter to
the UGC, stated that it would
take at least 20 days to ensure
necessary preparations to con-
duct the exams and sought ex-
tension of the deadline.
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- ERQUCATION

NEP focus is on
learning, not on
studying: PM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Delhl

THE focus now should be on
‘learning’ rather than ‘stud-
yving’ and the government
should have minimal inter-
vention in the education pol-
icy which ‘belongs to every-
one’, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Monday.

“Education policy and ed-
ucation system are impor-
tant means of fulfilling the
aspirations of the country
Centre, state government, lo-
cal bodies, all are attached to
the responsibility of the edu-
cation system,” he said at the
inaugural session of the
Governors’ Conference on
the newly-adopted National
Education Policy (NEP).

“But itis also true that the
government, its interference
in education policy, its im-
pact, should be minimal. As
foreign policy, defence policy
are of the country, not gov-
ernment, so is education pol-
icy. It belongs to everyone.”

The PM also urged all
stakeholders to take the “col-
lective responsmmty" to im-
plement the policy in “letter
and spirit”.

In the new education poli-
cy, the first since 1986, the
pressure on students for tak-
ing specific streams have
been removed, he said. The
PM also emphasised that the
focus in the National Educa-
tion Policy is on “critical
thinking rather than curric-
ulum” with a special focus
on ‘passion, practicality, and -
performance’.

The new policy will help
tackle the issues of brain
drain and help India become
a ‘knowledge economy’ in
the 21st century, he told the
conference.
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Digital divide shadows post-pandemic education
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Govt releases
new education
calendar

NEW DELHI: Education Min- e
ister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nis- |
hank’ on Tuesday released |
alternative academic calen-
dars for the next eight weeks
to engage students keeping at
home due to the Covigd-19.

'The calendars for students, B
parents and teachers for all |
the classes has been
developed by the NCERT un-
der the guidance of the
ministry.

“The calendar provides
guidelines to teachers on the
use of various technological |
tools and social media tools | -
available for imparting educa- |
tion in fun-filled, interesting
ways, which can be used by :
learner, parents and teachers |
even while at home,” said
Pokhriyal. The calendar con-
tains a week-wise plan con-
sisting of wvarious activities,
with reference-to theme or
chapter taken from syllabus
or textbook. ENS.
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In a first, Kolkata to get tram library

~Kolkata: In a first of its kind, Kolkata is all set to get a tram |
,t_o{) official said on -ngnesday. The specially designed tram
2 will hav books antl magazines, Including those on comp@tit
examinations such as the civil services, WBCS, GRE or GMAT
to attract readers from various educational institutions alon
route, West Bengal Transport Corporation (WBTC) managing
director Rajanvir Singh Kapur said. The tram library, which w
inaugurated on Thursday, will travel regularly between Shya
and Esplanade, traversing 4.5 km through the city’s educatic
College Street, Kapur said. There are at least 30 educational
institutions along or near its route, including the Calcutta Ur
and Presidency University, Scottish Church College, Hindu Sc
Hare School and the Calcutta Girls’ School. “The tram library
introduced by the WBTC that oversees India’s only functione
tramways, is a special tram with books, magazines, which ca
read while travelling on the tram,” Kapur said. The tramcar v
have free wifi and will help passengers read e-books apart fi
laying their hands on books in the library, he said, adding th
collection will be updated regularly. PTI
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Final Decision
Rests With
States/UTs

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Centre on
Monday issued guidelines
for reopening of schools, sta-
tingthatstates/UTs may take
a decision after October 15 in
a graded manner with stu-
dents being allowed only
with consent of parents. The-
re will be flexibility in atten-
dance norms with students
having the option for online
classes. -

The guidelines, issued by
the ministry of education
(MoE), included thorough
cleaning and disinfection of
premises, flexibility in atten-
dance, no assessment for up
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The ministry recommended that schools adopt flexible attendance and

sick-leave policies

to three weeks and ensuring
smooth transition from ho-
me-based schooling during
the Covid-19 lockdown to hol-
ding classes in schools. It has
also asked the states/ UTs to
frame their own SOPs for he-
alth and safety precautions
based on their local condi-

tions. “Schools mustarrange
and implement for thorough
cleaning and disinfecting of
all areas, furniture, equip-
ment, stationery, storage pla-
ces, water tanks, kitchen,

, canteen, wash rooms, labora-

tories and libraries etc on
school campus and ensure

air flow in indoor spaces,” sa-
id theministry.

“Schools may be encoura-
ged to make their own SOPs
based on the guidelines issu-
ed by states/ UTs, keeping in
view the safety and social dis-
tancing norms, and ensuring
that the notices, posters, mes-
sages, communication to pa-
rents in this regard are pro-
minently displayed and dis-
seminated,” it said.

The ministry also recom-
mended that schools adopt
flexible attendance and sick-
leave policies. “Flexible at-
tendance and sick leave poli-
cies may be developed and
implemented to encourage
students and staff to stay at
home when sick. Students
may attend schools only with
written consent of parents.
Students may opt for online
classes rather than physical-
lyattend school.

“There shall be no assess-

‘Guidelines for reopening of schools
Issued, optlon open for online classes

ment up to 2-3 weeks of scho-
ol reopening ane use of ICT
and online learning shall
continue tobeencouraged.”

Classes inschoolsand col-
leges across the counfry have
remained suspended since
March 16 to contain the spre-
ad of coronavirus. While
restrictions were gradually
eased in different phases of
"Unleck", educational insti-
tutions continue to remain
closed.

The latest unlock guideli-
nes allow reopening of scho-
ols and other educational in-
stitutions outside contain-
ment zones after October 15,
but the final decision has be-
enleft with the states/UTs.

The SOP also lists out the
role and responsibility of the
state/ UT education depart-
ment, school heads, teachers
and guardians in line with
the UNICEF guidelines in vi-
ew of Covid-19.




INSTITUTE LIBRARY

REGIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION,

BHUBANESWAR

Newspaper clipping

Name of Newspaper: - The Times Of India
Date: 07.10.2020

Page No.:- 03

Tieres

LA A AR AN R RN YT

Decision on
school reopening
in Nov: Minister

Minati.Singha
@timesgroup.com

EBEhubaneswar: School
and mass education mini-
ster Samir Ranjan Das sa-
id on Tuesday that the sta-
te government will think
about reopening of scho-
ols after October. On Mon-
day, the Centre allowed re-
opening of schools and
coaching classes after Oc-
tober 15 but the final deci-
sion rests with the state.

Earlier, chief minister
Naveen Patnaik had an-
nounced closure of all
educational institutions
till the end of puja vaca-
tion.

“There is no dispute
that reopening of schools
is absolutely mnecessary
butthe safety of our child-
ren is also of paramount
importance in view of the
Prandemic. After taking
stock of the Covid-9situa-
tion, the government will
take a call on the school
reopening in November;,”
Das said.

The Centre also men-
tioned that the states can
prepare their own stan-
dard operating procedure
(SOP) for reopening of
schools in view of the lo-
cal situation and require-
ments.

According to the gui-
delines issued by the
Centre, students can co-
me to schools with the

consent of their parents
while those who don’t
want to come to school
can opt for online classes.
Besides, the students wo-
uld have to follow safety
protocols like wearing
masks, maintaining six-
feet distance and there
should be proper sanitisa-
tion of the classroom.

“We have taken seve-
ral steps like online clas-
ses and reduced 30% of
the course curriculum.
After deciding the reope-
ningthe state will prepare
the SOP for schools,” he
said.

However, the parents
association in Odisha rei-
terated their demand to
reschedule the current
academic session instead
of continuing with the
same yvear.

“Students from econo-
mically backward classes
cannot access online clas-
ses due to lack of gadgets,
data card and perfect net-
work. Besides, the online
classes are not up to the
mark and there are no
practical classes. So we
aredemanding torestruc-
ture of the academic ses-
sion from December 2020
to June 2021 or from Janu-
ary to July 2021. By doing
so, the courses can be co-
vered,” said Basudev
Bhatt, chairman of Odis-
ha Abhibhabak Maha-
sangha.
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Schools look at tough balancing act
as govt mulls post-Puja reopening

Teachers Admit
Learning Loss,
But Highlight

KEY FACTORS IN
GOING BACK TO SCHOOL

Risk To Safety infrastructure preparedness
Health and sanitary measures take
Minati.Singha the centre stage
@timesgroup.com z
School mapping

Bhubaneswar: With scho-

. To assist in exploring various options
ols being shut for more than

for reorganising the school day, such dismh 8
Countries where

Respomse in tndia to
reopening of schools

(for classes Xl toXIf)
Assam | 18% of students
attended the school
Gurgaon | 3% ¢ ..
attendance Sl
Hyderabad | None turned
up, 2% submitted -
consent forms

six months now and the state as use of premises, double shifts and 2 :
government extending the other opti%ns schools have -._e China
closure to include the Durga o reopened . » Students from
Puja vacation, academics Availability of teachers P ﬁf #; | hard-hit areas
and teachers are worried for Also, the number of students allowed Denmark LS. LY ! required to stay at
children’s mental health. in each classroom ciing ezl ey ¢ home and monitor
% ; 4 » First country to reopen schoals ip April i
Online classes cannot be a o i : own health
long-term substitute for re- Preparedness of teaching staff » Each group comes at different tighe slotg + condition, ensuring
gular classes, but schools Including the ability to offer “EEE; | > Designated zones in playground ' ;
i sychosocial and academic 1 L no one has
;ﬁ; :xlus—gsht?: ht:c{(a\}tc}?ensl;?g K gu;port : @ » Students wash their hands every|two holirs symptoms for at
. !  least 14 days before
. | i § L  eing s
Tt - is may require raining should also ; = ; ! %
Onlineclassesarenotas additional training, for include approaches » All study materials samtlsec[ twite a day ! f:rgghgglask hours
effective as offline classes. deal with post- » Classes held whenever possible i
: : example, where health to deal with po: rL |
Many students fail to grasp specialists are not traumatic stress caused § » Parents not allowed on school property s e
co;l(&s‘eeptshas !‘atsf as ﬂ’e“'tpg‘ available by Covid-19 » After investigation for five weekd, prima | South Korea
58 - SEACHALS, 100, Are LGl schoolchildren called in by May [ » Senior school
le to keep a track of who has | » Semi
understood what. But it is P S — | students return
not advisable for schools to {To Student, family and e Spain | firstand then, of
reopen now as the health of assess progress during society preparedness, » Choice left with the parents primary classes

students is our first priority.
‘When we do open, quick re-
capitulation of already-
taught modules is a must,
apart, of course, from ensu-
ring hygiene and sanitisa-
tion,” said Swoyan Satyen-
du, chief operating officer,
ODM Educational Group.
Academics  expressed
concern that the indefinite
school closure has not only
affected thelearningprocess
of students, it has hit their
cognitive skills. “Even care-
er-minded students are ter-
ribly anxious and uncertain
of whether the pandemic
will subside and schools will
reopen toanormal schedule.
Itis difficult to expect or pre-
dict anything. We can only
hope and pray that the pan-
demic subsides after Durga
Puja,” said Kamala Prasad
Mahapatra, an educationist.
Although the Centre has
asked schools to reopen with

school closure, identifying
learning loss and organising
remedial courses

Ensuring smeoth transition
from distance learning to
classroom delivering

of schools by Unesco

Source: Covid-19 Education Response - Preparing the re-opening

including awareness

and willingness to
return to school and
ability to continue
fearning

> By Sept-end, govt plans to open all schools
» Almost 11,000 additional teachers hired

to monitor younger students

» Makeshift classrooms being staged
in schoolyards )
» Bubbles of 15 to 20 students made; they can
mix within the bubble

> Within days, a
spurt of infections
| prompt closure
' » Phased
reopening
since then
» Hybrid lessons
— online, offline

50% staff and allowed stu-
dents to go to school to get
their doubts cleared and for
brief interactions with tea-
chers, schools in the state ha-
ve not yet eased restrictions
on students of senior clas-
ses.

“Seeing the current
trend, it seems that schools
can reopen in a phased man-
ner only from the second we-
ek of November. As the bo-
ards have already declared
nearly 30% reduction in syl-
labus, the closure of schools
till then may have a serious
impact on students, unless

classes are continued there-
after. The students will have
the pressure of classroom te-
aching,” said S P Behura, for-
mer principal of Kendriyva
Vidyalay-1 and academic ad-
viser to DPS Kalinga.

With parents worried
about the safety of children,
schools have to take additio-
nal measures before they re-
open. “Proper academic
planningalong with the imp-
lementation of Covid guide-
lines must be ensured,” said¢
ateacher.

“Schools, of course, sho-
uld not reopen unless we can

ensure the safety of our
children. When balancing
the risks and rewards of dif-
ferentkinds of activities, the
fact thaf long-term school
closure may have- possible
negative impact on students
deserves consideration,” sa.
id K C Satpathy, regional di-
rector of DAV Fublic Scho-
ols, Odisha. ;

He added, “As teachers,
we understand that each
child learns differently. Tho-
ugh online classes are pro-
ductivefor most students, we
stillhave much to work on for
ensuring real benefits reach

all. Students without access
tostable internet connection
and devices or those in pri-
mary sections need a lot mo-
rethan online classes.”

Contrary to the fear and
concern of parents, most
children want to return to
school as they miss interac-
ting with teachers and fri-
ends. “Online classes were
fun in the beginning, but
most of ourdoubtsremained
unaddressed. Classes feel
like talking.over the phone
or watching TV,” said Prajna
Paramita Rout, a Class VIII
student.
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Online classes to continue for students unwilling to attend schools

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bhubaneswar

ment proposes to reopen
schools for Class IX, X and
Class XL, XII (higher secondary
classes or Plus Two) in the first

Though dates have not been finalised yet, the department proposes
to reopen schools for Class IX, X and Class X1, XIf (higher secondary
classes or Plus Two) in the first phase from this month after
formulation of Standard Operating Procedure

t

THE State Government on

Wednesday reiterated that
schools will be reopened par-
tially in November. However,
online classes will be allowed
for students whose parents are
not willing to send them to
schools due to the Covid-19
pandemic,

School and Mass Education
Minister Samir Ranjan Dash
said though dates have not
been finalised yet, the depart-

phase from this month after
formulation of Standard Oper-
ating Procedure (SOP).
Speaking to TNIE, the Minis-
ter also said that the depart-
ment is planning to continue
online classes even after
schools reopen, for those not
willing to attend classes in
physical mode due to the ongo-
ing health crisis. The move,
however, is still under consid-

Samir Ranjan Dash, School and Mass Education Minister

eration, he said,

Though the State Govern-
ment has allowed the depart--
ment to reopen schools from
November 16 onwards, the lat-
ter has not finalised any dates
yet. But 10,000 schools, 8,000
high schools and 2,000 higher

planned to be reopened in the
first phase.

The Minister, who had con-
vened a meeting on Tuesday to
discuss the matter, had said the
SOP which is in draft stage will
soon be uploaded to the depart:
ment website seeking feedback
and recommendations of

secondary schools have been

schools, parents and other
stakeholders to ensure ade-
quate safety measures on the
campuses. The SOP will also
provide measures to be under-
taken in private schools for
their reopening.
A new academic calendar
will also be prepared as the
_ 2020-21 academic session has
already been delayed by four
months. The government has
also slashed syllabus for stu-
dents by 30 per cent consider-
ing a delayed start of the
session.
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Odisha drops plan to reopen schools

MinatiSingha

ih
@Hmesgroup.com of a possi le fresh wave of

_Covid-19 in the state next

] . month, we shelved the propo-
Bhubaneswar: A day afler o) o o1 ving trie schools o
chief minister Naveen Patna- reopenfor the time bemg We
ik warned of the possibility havetaken A
of asecond wave of Covid19 o "o the safelt I,
inthestateafter December15,:

yand 2180 tol

the. school and mass educa-’

tion department on Thars. o e on O e VRS
The progess of preparing the .

day dropped the idea of allo:
wing schools toreopen in No-
vember. The department was
already in consultations with
the stakeholdersto preparea
standard operating procedy- .
re (SOP) for the schoolsto re- .ali+ -
suméphys;cal classes. B ,',_%W
?amnotgomgtoa}k}w? ged peopleio ex
 thesehtils to reopen now. AF
» tor the ghief mihister agked
everyone to remain cautious

SOP has been scrapped,”
school and mass education
minister Samir Ranjan Dash

y

said. Headdeci thattheenlme

tion and strictly follow the
Covid-19 guidelines during
Diwali and the coming win-
ter maonths. “Following the
outbreak of a second wave of

.. infection, several European
gn - countries have announced
sz fresh lockdowns, which may

hit life and livelihood badly,”
the CM said after reviewing
the pandemicsituation in the
state, _

Schools in Odisha have
been shut since mid-March
when the state and the count-
ry went into lockdown to ar-
rest the spread of the life-
threatenmg mfectmn In the

Many did not have
access to internet

pContinued fromPp1

owever, a large numbex of stu
H dents failed to avail of ¥he on

line classes owing to latitmi
smartphones or poor internet con-
nectivity. To address this ppoblem,
the government had come up with
theideaof allowingtheschoolstore-
.open in a graded manner from No-
vember16.
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New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt on Tuesday refused to en-
tertain a plea seeking direc-
tion to the CBSE and the Delhi
government to walive exam fe-
esforstudents of classes10and
12 in the current Academic ye-
ar in view of Covid-19 and fi-
nancial problems being faced
by some parents. A bench of
Justices Ashok Bhushan, R
Subhash Reddy and M R Shah
dismissed the petition filed by
NGO ‘Social Jurist’ againstthe
September 28 order of the Del-
hihigh court.

“How can the court direct
the governmenttodothis? You
should give arepresentationto
the government... Dismissed,”
the bench said.

The high court had asked
the AAP government and the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) to treat the
PIL as arepresentation and ta-
ke a decision “in accordance
with law, rules, regulations
and government policy appli-
cable to the facts of the case”
within three weeks.

The appeal said that due to
the Covid-19 lockdown, the in-
come of parentis has eitherdis-
appeared or declined tosuch a
level that it has become diffi-
cult for them to arrange even
twomeal for their families.

It said the high court’s or-
der hasresulted in denial of re-
lief to 30 lakh students in the
country and three lakh are in

The appeal said that due tohe Covid-19 lockdown, the inome of

SC rejects plea on fee waiver
for CBSE Class 10 & 12 exams

Pic for repentatio

parents has either disappeared or declined to such a level that it has
hecome difficult for them to arrange even two meal for their families

Delhialone.

The plea, filed through la-
wyer Ashok Agarwal, said eit-
her CBSE be asked to waive off
the exams fee or the Centre
should pay the money from the
PM Cares Fund in the country.

For Delhi students, it said
that the AAP government may
be asked todo the same.-

“It may be stated here that
111 2018-19 the CBSE examina-
tion fee of students of class X/
XTI was very nominal but in
the year 2019-20 respondent
CBSE increased examination
fee in manifold.

“In the current year 2020-
21, CBSEhasdemanded exami-

nation fee from Rs 1,500 to Rs
1,800 from students of class X
and Rs 1,500 to Rs 2,400 from
class XII students depending
upon number of subjects,

_practical, etc,” the plea said.

. In the last academic year; |
the Delhi government had pa-

-id examination fees to the

CBSE of students of class X
and XI1, but in 2020-21, ithas re-
fused to do so citing financial
crunch, itsaid.

The NGO sought direction
to the CBSE to waive the fee or
direct the Centre to pay to
CBSE from “the PM Care Fund
or from any other available re-
sources”, itsaid. pm
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Naveen writes to Modi seeking

clarity on board exam time frame

Minati.Singha
@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: Chief mini-
ster Naveen Patnaik on Wed-
nesday wrote to Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi for clarity
on the time frame within
which the Class X and Class XTF
board exams have to be con-
ducted, and the duration of the
2020-21 academic session.

“As all competitive entran-
ce exams and admission in in-
stitutions of higher education
are interlinked, national gui-
dance and tentative timelines
willhelp states frame an appro-
priate strategy,” Naveen wrote
inhisletter: It will also help stu-
dents who are anxious about

the board exams, the chief mi-
nister pointed out.

Naveen wrote in his letter
that, in the absence of clarity

on the duration of the acade-
mic session and the conduct of
board exams, students and the-
ir parents/teachers were in a
state of uncertainty “We have
been trying to reach out to the
maximumnumberof students
digitally, but it isnot possible to
cover all students and prepare
them toface boards and compe-
titive exams,” Naveen added.

He informed the Prime Mi-
nister that all educational in-
stitutions in the state had been
closed since March 17. Keeping
in mind the safety of students,
the government has decided to
keep educational institutions
closed till December 31.

»Continuedon P 2

Schools for higher
classes may reopen
in January: Dash _
»Continued From P 1

chool and mass education

minister Sameer Ranjan
Dash said, “Students will appear
for the exams after attending at
least three months of physical
classes. The government may
think of reopening schools for
higher classesin January, ifthe
Covid-19situation improves.”
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WHEN children return to
school after the pandemic-in-
duced long break, they will not
only carry a lighter bag but
also go without it for one-third
of the academic year.

For, the Centre recently in-
structed states to provide for at
least 10 “bagless” days for chil-

dren in classes 1-12 each month
and introduce vocational train-
ing for students in classes 6-12,
in line with the provisions of
the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020. Vocational train-
ing could include engagement
with local professionals and
artisans, such as agricultur-
ists, horticulturists, carpen-
ters and potters.

The Union education minis-

TAPAS RANJAN

NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY E

students across the country

try asked the states to follow
the instructions in their letter
and spirit. The letter sent to
school education secretaries in
all the states also said that
from first to tenth grade, the
weight of the school bagshould
not exceed 10% of the student’s
weight and students in pre-pri-
mary classes should not be
made to carry bags to schools.

It also specified that first and

second grade students will
have to keep the same note-
book for classroom tasks while
two notebooks have been fixed
for third to fifth grade students.
It will be mandatory for every
school to install a digital ma-
chine to check the weight of
the bag, the letter said, adding
that school bags should be
lightweight and hanging on
both shoulders.
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New Delhi: With no clarity yet
on dates of board examinations
next year, several schools are al-
ready conducting pre-board ex-
ams in online mode to ensure
that students are fully prepared
in time.

While the ministry of edu-
cation (MoE) is yet to take a call
on the dates of board exams for
class10and 12, ithas already cla-
rified that the exams will be in
pen and paper mode only.

Schools in Delhi are restric-
ting toonline exams while those
in Gurgaon, Ghaziabad and No-
ida are also planning exams in
blended mode as per easing of
restrictions by respective state
governments.

“The CBSE conducted the
NEET and JEE exams in 2020
during the pandemic in offline
mode. This strongly indicates
that students of grade 10 and 12
should prepare themselves for
an offline examination. We ma-
naged to conduct pre-board ex-
ams in online mode, keeping in
? consideration safety and securi-

Pic for representati

TESTING TIMES

ty of staff and students. Howe-
ver, that amount of practice is
not enough for pupils, we areex-
ploring adopting offline mode of
conducting exams as per the
CBSE guidelines,” said Priyan-
ka Barara, Principal, MRG
School, Rohini. .
According to Pallavi Upad-
hyaya, principal, DPS-RNE
Ghaziabad, the school has con-
ducted online exams for pre-bo-
ards but isalso planning to hold
physical exams in January
“Amidst the pandemic, we have
been able to complete the acade-
micsyllabifor boardclassesand

No clarity on board schedule,
schools hold pre-boards online

have conducted the first pre-bo-
ard examination virtually as
per the CBSE gnidelines issued
according to the paper pattern.

“We have conducted virtual
sessions with students and pa-
rents and have ensured afair ex-
am. Our system has been desig-
ned to keep the exam fair for
the invigilator and students,”
she said.

“After attempting the paper;
thestudents aredirectedtoscan
and email the answer sheets to
the respective teachers. Howe-
ver, the school certainly is plan-
ning to conduct the second pre-
boards physically at school in
January;,” she said.

Rashmi Biswal, principal,
DAV Public School, Pushpanjali
Vihar, said, “Most board exams
are of 80 marks so we want to gi-
ve students the practice of wri-
ting the whole exam and to ma-
ke the experience simpler for
them we have decided to divide
each paper intotwo parts, sostu-
dents can write and submit both
partsinoneday.” rmi




Name of Newspaper: - Navbharat

INSTITUTE LIBRARY

REGIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION,

BHUBANESWAR

Newspaper clipping

Date: 21.12.2020

Page No.:- 03

& T, 1= Reedl. :
www.navabharat.news

,'ﬂﬁq-swnammaﬁw#
| : ' o,mﬂtaﬂﬁ:ﬂfni}eil

g%aﬁmﬁ:ﬁmﬂ'{&
e W R B, Rrar v A
1037 3fR 1 2 e ydiema -
I @l W ersht T
- o &, T, qﬁ?s‘r

.ﬁmwﬂmm@%

o SIS aEdTEod

&% Que ol anfled

Sl dEbd

AlfwarsToden
At ftAer
mmm%mrrm‘é‘m

- e ol sifersT

: a%%ammaﬁﬁmmﬂ-
it B Y oft et B, 56N
T, TEHI 3 S B9 are e -

el Wl % frEn w5

WWN@W@

wﬂmﬁrm
ﬁ%mﬁﬂ%%ﬁﬁ'&aﬁaﬂt
T fremedf o fova aReel &), goeT

werrEE R T e, 6 i
T Stfereha? HeT 80 SAF B
¥ 3 zofie 7w T ¥ R
foranff | R veuT ¥ I
%r@%mr emm,é’r 'ﬁlﬁﬂz‘ﬁ"ﬁf tﬁm%mﬁmﬁﬁ%wﬁ? ﬁmﬁ:wﬁﬁr#maﬂﬁ

pet
" o, W A i 3t 9 2020 e TETRY o
g 3 AT T 08 e et & o 109 3 1241 & fremfeia
a‘riﬁ Y 3ifeTe e o ot dar R ARy . 2
| 31 RTerep! ot e IR qReN & < o e

w-mﬁnﬁanmaﬁqmﬁmmﬁa FeR @,
- renfefait & form g o v w1 & e idied & Re-fode

h ama?sumuﬂamﬁmmﬁ%

e forera o WA ol 3 ferell - amﬁa@mqaﬁﬁﬁwam




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52
	Page 53
	Page 54
	Page 55
	Page 56
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62
	Page 63
	Page 64
	Page 65
	Page 66
	Page 67

