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Universities, colleges to
reopen from January 11

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bhubaneswar

AFTER allowing partial reo-
pening of schools, Odisha gov-
ernment on Sunday announced
commencement of classes for
final year students of UG and
PG in colleges and universities
in physical mode from January
11.

A notification issued by the
Higher Education department
stated that all State-run univer-
sities, government and non-
government colleges can
resume their classes with due
compliance to Covid safety
guidelines. The private univer-
sities can also commence class-
es for the UG and PG students
from the same date.

The physical classes will be
conducted from January 11 to
March 15 for the fifth semester
UG and third semester PG stu-
dents and from April 2 to June
15 for sixth semester UG and
fourth semester PG students.
“Decision regarding conduct
of classes for students of other
semesters will be taken at a lat-
er stage,” said Higher Educa-
tion Minister Arun Sahoo.

Examinations for the fifth se-
mester UG and third semester
PG students will be held be-
tween March 16 and 31 and the
results will be published by
April 30. Similarly, examina-

tions for the sixth semester UG
and fourth semester PG stu-
dents will be conducted be-
tween June 16 and 30 and the
results will be published by
July 15.

Physical classes will be held
in regular manner to cover all
chapters of the syllabus includ-
ing those already covered on-
line. Wherever possible, the
physical classroom teaching
will be recorded and shared
with absentee students.

Social distancing of six feet
will be ensured in classrooms,
libraries, laboratories and oth-
er common places and if re-
quired, classes will be divided
in batches and teaching hours
will be extended.

Classroom teaching will be
conducted on all days except
Sundays, Republic Day, Saras-
wati Puja (February 16) and
Utkal Divas (April 1) besides
the examination period. How-
ever, 25 per cent syllabuses will
be covered by the students as
self-study with guidance from
the faculty.

Hostels will be opened for
the final year UG and PG stu-
dents and PhD, MPhil and oth-
er research scholars from Jan-
uary 10 with adequate Covid
safety measures in place. Re-
search activities will also com-
mence on physical mode from
January 11.

Schedule
5th semester UG
and 3rd semester PG
January 11 to March 15

Between March 16

by April 30
6th semester UG
and 4th semester P

April 210 June 15

Between June 16
and 30

ﬂﬁg @by July 15

MATRIC
STUDENTS TO
APPEARFOR
80 MARKS

The State
government has
brought more relief
to Class X students
by reducing the total
marks to be
appeared for by the
students in the HSC
examinations. P3
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MATRICSTUDENTS TO ANSWER
QUESTIONS FOR 80 MARKS

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ﬂhuba_naswar

IN an academic year marred by
the Covid-19 pandemic, the State
government has brought more
relief to the Class X students by
reducing the total marks to be
appeared for by the students in
the HSC examinations.

Class X students will answer
questions for 80 marks in each
paper instead of 100 marks in
the State board examinations
this year. After pruning syllabus
by 30 per cent in the 2020-21 aca-
demic session, Odisha govern-
ment on Sunday said the deci-
sion has been taken by the Board
of Secondary Education (BSE)
in view of the delay in reopening
of schools due to the pandemic.

School and Mass Education
Minister Samir Ranjan Dash
said each paper will have 50
marks objective and 30 marks
subjective questions. The valua-
tion, however, will be done for
100 marks. The rest 20 marks

will be awarded on the basis of
the marks obtained in the ex-
ams. A score of 40 out of 80 will
be counted as 50 out of 100, he
said.

The results will be declared

within 45 to 50 days of the exams, (8
The exams for theory papers will™ [

be held from May 3 to 15, while
the practical test will be conduct-
ed from April 27 to May 2.

The government on Saturday
had also announced that the
Council of Higher Secondary
Education (CHSE) will hold ex-
ams for Class XII students from
May 15 to June 11.

The Minister, however, said no
decision on reduction of total
marks in Plus IT exams has been
taken by the CHSE yet.

Meanwhile, the department
has allowed reopening of school
hostels for students of Class X
and XII from January 8 with ad-
equate Covid safety measures in
place. The classes will com-
mence in physical mode from
the same date.

to avail the facility
®Preference to be
given to students not
Exam pattern having facility for
: online education
Each paper to have ——
50 marks @ Screening must for
oblective, 30 boarders and staff
marks subjective before entry
~ Questions ®Strict social
Evaluation will be distancing to be
done for 100 marks maintained for at
Rest 20 marks to it
be awarded on the ®|solation room
basis of marks must for emergency
Et—’t—aﬂn—@-'-r—' gXams e Hostels having AC
A score of 40 out facility have to
of 80 will be maintain
counted as 50 out temperature at 24 to
of 100 30 degree Celsiu

Hostel SOPs

®Hostels to be
opened only for Class
Xand XII students

=, ®Written consent
S{rom parents is must
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ADVERTISEMENT

Advt. No: 397 Dated: 18.01.2021
Regional Institute of Education, Bhubaneswar will conduct Walk-in-Interview on the date &
time as noted below for preparation of panel for engagement to the post of Vocational
Teacher (Beauty & Wellness) on Contractual Basis. The tenure of engagement is initially for
a period up to 31-03-2021 or till co-termination of the Project, whichever is earlier. The
Contractual engagement will confer no right to claim the post on regular basis. The Institute
reserves the right to terminate the Contractual engagement at any time without assigning
anyreason thereof.

interested candidates fulfilling the requisite qualifications are required to report for Walk-in- |
interview on the date & time as noted below, along with original and photocopies of the mark
sheets, certificates and one passport size photograph etc. with duly filled-in Bio-Data.

S, Date & Time
No. Name of the Post of Interview

Essential & Desirable Qualification

| Vocational Teacher | 27-01-2021 | Essential:- (1) Diploma in Cosmetology/Beauty Therapy/
(Beauty & Weliness) | (11:00a.m.) | Beauty Culture from a recognised Institution with minimum
1 Year work/teaching experience in the relevant field.
Minimum Competencies:- (1) Effective communication
skills (Oral and Written) (2) Basic Computing Skills.

Age Limit:- 18-37 Years as on 01-01-2021.

For details of eligibility essential & desirable qualrﬁcatldns inrespect of posts, date & time of Walk-
in-Interview, Proforma of Bio Date etewp&ease vmt Quf. Website www.riebbs.ac.in or

www.riebbs.ori.nic.in. N ' . ;."5 PRINCIPAL

-
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CBSE hoard exams
to begin on May 4

e Central Boardof Second-
ary Education (CBSE) an-
nounced on Tuesday the sched-
ule for classes 10 and 12 ‘board
exams which willbeginoh May
4. According to the datesheet,
the exams for class 10 will con-
clude on June 7, while those for
class12 willendon June 11, The
exams for class 12 will be.con-
ducted in two shifts to reduce
thenumber of examdays. Over
M Jakh students have regis-
tered this vear forclasses 10and
12examinations. P5

CBSE board exams
to start on May 4
and end on June Il

New Delhi: The Central Board
of Secondary Education
{CBSE)announced on Tuesday
the schedule for classes 10 and
12 board exains which will be-
ginonMay 4.

According to the datesheet, i

the exams for class 10 will con-

clude on June 7, while thoss for

class 12 willend on June 11. The
exams for class 12 will be con-
ducted in two shifts to reduce
thenumber of exam days.

Over 34 Jakh students have
registered this year for classes
10and 1Zexaminations.

Usually practical exams
are conducted in January and
written exams begin in Febru-
ary and conclude in March. Ho-
wever, the exams are delayed
this session in view of the Co-
vid-18 pandemic.

Union education minister
Ramesh. Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’
who annpunced the schedule
wished luck to students appea-
ringfor theexams.

“Please be assured that we
have done our best to ensure
that these exams go smoothly
for you. Wish you good luck!”
Pokhriyal tweeted.

Schools across thescountry
were closed in March last year
to contain the spread of Co-
vid-19, They were partially reo-
pened in some statesfrom Octo-
beris.

a8 . " A
The exams for class 10 will
conclude on June 7, while those
for class 12 wili end on June 11
The exams for class 12 will be
conducted In two shifts to reduce
the number of exam days

The board exams last year
had tobepostponed mid-way in
March. They were later cancel-
led and the results announced
on the basis of an alternative
assessment scheme. Elabora-
ting on the exam schedule, Sa-
nyam Bhardwaj, controller of
examination of CBSE, said,
“Class 12 exams would be
conducted in two shifts toredu-
ce the number of days in con-
ducting examinations, In
the second shift, examinations
will be conducted, in subjects
which are not opted by
students in schools situated

* abroad”.

The timings for the two

" shifts will be 10:302am to 1:30 pm

and 2:30 pm-5:30 pm. #n
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- CBSE schools get larger window and
flexibility to conduct board practicals

Following the COVID guidelines, smaller groups of students will take the practical exams at a time

Jainarayan.Ram
@timesgroup.com

j ue to the pandemic-
j induced lockdown
i and the consequent
' tlosure of schools for several
- months, CBSE has given a
| larger window and maore
- flexibility to its schools to
. conduct the board practicals
for classes X and XII this ye-
- ar, which will be between
| MarchlandJunell,2021.
. Sanyam Bhardwaj, cont-
. 1oller of examinations, CBSE
| says, “Every year, the board
{ practicals ate held between
{ January 1 and February 7,
| butthis year, duetathe unu-
' sual circumstances, CBSE
- has given a bigger window
| tothe schools to conduct the
. examswhich will be held pa-
| ralle] with the theory ex-
| ams."” Hesays, thatinstates,
| where schools have opened
' late, and where students ha-
| ve mot got the required
| hands-on experience on Sci-
. ence practical's, will have
. the flexibility to conduct ex-
. amsaslateasJunell,
i Followingthe COVID qui-
| delines, smaller groups of

i

calexamatatime, "General-
ly,abatchof 25 studentstake
thepracticalexamseveryye-
ar, butthisyear, CBSE hasas-
ked schools to make smaller
groupsofnotmorethan12-13
students to take the exams
dependingonthesize of the-
irlaboratories.”

Like previous years, the
practicals will be conducted
by an exiernal examiner in
the company of an observer
appointed by the board and
an internal auditor.

“Schaofs. have to upload

PHOTO FOR REPRESENTATION

with photographs of batches
taking the practical test
along with the internal and
external invigilator and the
CBSE observer on the same
day,” saysBhardwaj,

CBSE assigns an exami-
ner to schools, who will fix
the dates of the practical ex-
ams as per their prepared-
nessonthescheduled dates.

“It is mandatory for scho-
ols to conduct the board
practicals only under the su-
pervision of theexaminerap-
pointed by the CBSE," says

Page No: 07

Norellefinevaluation
Though the board aspirants
have not had the hands-on
experienceof doingtheprac-
ticals in the school labs, the-
rewillbenorelieffor themas
far asthetestingand evalus-
tionigconcerned.

“Thequality of education
will suffer if any kind of con-
cession is given to students
at this stage of their careers.
Moreover, schools and tea-
chers have really worked on
the students during the year
with whatever they could
under the present circums-
tances, Actua! assessment
willbe atest of the students'
learning, which will help
them in higher education,”
says Bhardwaj.

Schools going all out
tohelpstudents

Schools across the country
believe that there is nothing
that can match the hands-on
experienceof doingthe prac-
ticals in the laboratory, but
they have been trying theit
best. "Progressive schools
across the country have be-
en trying their best by sha-
ring videos of experiments

lockdown,” says Ameets
Mulla Wattal, principal,
Springdales School, Pusa Ro-
ad and Kirli Nagar, Delhi.

“We have been conduc-
ting virtual practicsls using
OLabs, a CBSE initiative,
while the schools were
shut,” says Ranjitha Ambat,
principal, RyanInternstional
School, Bangalore,

Since most of the states
have allowed senior stu-
dents to attend classes,
schools are calling them to
givethem practical clagses.

"Students have been ta-
king the practical ¢lasses for
2-3 hours daily over the last
onemonth,” says Wattal

“Our lab instrugtors are
clarifying all doubts and
where needed, experiments
have been conducted multi-
pletimes," says Ambat,

"Qurschool has prepared
special time tables-#with
staggeredtimings and provi-
ding individual attention to
students prepare for the up-
coming board practical ex-
aminations,” says Reshma
Bhattacharya, principal, In-
dus Valley World Schiool, Kol-
kata, where schools have
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Peagple reading boaks at the park library in Bhubaneswar on Spnday | exeress

BIDA opens first park
library in Capital City

EXPRESS NEWS SERVILE
@ Bhubaneswar =

THE Bhubaneswar Develop-
ment Authority (BDA) in col-
laboration with cityv-based
Bakul Foundation has set up
an open library at ¥Forest Park
here to develop a habit of
book reading among
youngsters.

Chief Advisor to the Chief
Minister R Balakrizhnan in-
augurated the librarwy 3

The BDA has provided the
space and physical infrastriic-
ture reguiread for the project,
while Bakul hhas developed it
into a creative library with
racks and boocks along with
attractive murals. The Foun-
dation has also been entrust-
ed with the responsibility of
maintaining it.

As the library is located
within the park, it will re-
main open from 7 arm to 10 am
and 4 pm to 7 pm for all days
except Monday. At present,

around 2,000 books, including
fiction, non-fiction, biocgra-
phiies, classics and textbooks,
are available in the librarw
More books will be added in
the coming days, said BDA
Vice-Chairman Prem Chan-
dra Chaundhary

The main purpose behind
setting up a park library is to

give an opportunity to book

lovers. It will also be helpful
for underprivileged children
to read different books that
are guite expensive to buy
from market, he added.

The BDA is planning to set
up more such libraries in oth-
er major parks in the city to
promote park library
culture.

Balkul founder secretarvy
Sujit Mahapatra said the
foundation will engage its
volunteers who will conduct
storytelling sessions, creative
workshops and live perform-
ances to attract students and
voungsters into the library:
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ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION
Odisha books 15% seats
in med, engg colleges
for govt school students

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Bhubaneswar

THE Odisha Assembly on Tuesday unanimously passed
a resolution for reservation of 15 per cent seats for stu-
dents of government schools in medical and engineering
colleges of the State.
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik brought the resolution
in the House which was supported by all political parties.
Earlier on December 28, 2020, the State Cabinet had
cleared a proposal for reservation of seats for poor stu-
dents in government schools in various medical and en- _|.
_. EBineering colleges.
=TT Eollowing the Cabinet approval, the State government
had formed a high power committee headed by Justice
AK Mishra to make recommendations
in this regard from the 2021-22 aca-
demic session. The committee found
that about 86 per cent of the students
in Odisha are in government schools,
but they get only 23 per cent seats in
State medical colleges and 21 per cent
in State engineering colleges. The
committee further found that 12 per
cent of the students studying in pri-
vate schools get almost 60 per cent
seats in both medical and engineering

colleges.
Moving the resolution, the Chief

Minister said that there is inequity The reservation for
among the students arising out of the government school
physical and economic access to 5;;‘:9“‘5"&'“099'3&
coaching institutions which play a a rtzl°“:5a V‘:Wfl""s
major role in national entrance 2 veasc: rltlaserva °"5;
examinations. ell as genera

unreserved groups. The
government will soon
Issue a notification

The Chief Minister said that the
reservation for government school
students will operate horizontally cov-
ering all vertical reservations as well Naveen Patnalk,
as general unreserved groups. The Chlef Minister
government will soon issue a notifica-
tion under section 9 of the Odisha Pro-
fessional Educational Institutions (Regulation of Admis-
sion and Fixation of Fee) Act, 2007 to implement the
decision, he added.

Requesting members to unanimously accept the recom-
mendations of the high power committee in the interest
of lakhs of children of the State, the Chief Minister said
reservation will give a huge boost to talented and intel-
ligent students who cannot have physical and economic
access to coaching institutions.

The Chief Minister said after the introduction of com-
mon entrance examinations like NEET and JEE, the
number of students from government schools and col-
leges of the State in these courses is getting reduced con-
siderably. Stating that this is not due to lack of merit, he
said rather the students are unable to fare better in these
tests due to lack of proper coaching facilities.

L
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @llewDet

IN view of the soaring Covid-19
cases across the country, the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) on Wednesday cancelled
Class 10 exams and postponed
Class 12 exams.

The decision was taken at a high-
level meeting chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and at-
tended by Union edueation minis-
ter Ramesh Pokhariyal Nishank
and other senior officials on
Wednesday.

The examinations were sched-
uled o begin on May 4 but stu-
dents, parents and many
state governments were
demanding the tests be de-
ferred in view of the rag-
ing pandemic.

“The results of Class
Xth Board will be prepared
on the basis of an objective cri-
terion to be developed by the
Board,” education ministry said in
a statement shortly after the meet-
ing was over. “Any candidate who
is not satisfied with the marks al-
located to him or her on this basis
will be given an opportunity to sit
in an exam as and when the condi-
tions are conducive to hold the

[ ———

Odisha yet to take a call
on HSC, Plus Il exams

]

|

I Even as the second wave of

: Covid-19 forced the Centre on

| Wednesday to cancel the CBSE
i board Class X exams and

|  postpone Class Xli, the Odisha
{ Bovernment (s yet to take a call
onClass10 and Plus Il to be

| contducted by the State. The

| HSC and CHSE exams are

| scheduled to start from May 3
: and May 18 respectively | P2

exams.”

% As for the Class 12 exams,

the government will review

the situation on June 1 to

decide fresh dates and make

an announcement at least 15

days before the start of the
exam.

The decision comes after around
two lakh students signed petitions
urging the government to either
cancel the board exams scheduled
to be held in May or conduct them
in online mode. The hashtag “can-
celboardexams”™ was trending on
Twitter for a week.

Officials, however, have made it

COVID CANCELS CBSEX
BOARDS, X1 CALLIN JUNE

Decision taken at meeting chaired by Modi; exams were to begin on May 4

clear that given the nature of the
tests, it may not be possible to hold
the class XI[ examination in online
mode and it will be more practical
t0 organise it when the Covid situ-
ation is under control. °

Many state governments had
also supported students’ demand
{0 cancel the exams. On Tuesday,
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal urged the Centre to recon-
sider the exam schedule. A few
days ago, Maharashtra had made
a simnilar demand.

Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi
and Privanka Gandhi Vadra, too,
had appealed to minister Nishank
to intervene and direct the CBSE
to reconsider its decision to go
ahead with the board examina-
tions in May despite the “massive
and uncontrolled” rise in Covid-19
cases,

In her letter to the education
minister, Priyanka said lakhs of
students and their parents have ex-
pressed “fears and apprehensions”
about assembling at examination
centres amid a pandemic.

Last year, the board exams had to
be postponed mid-way in March.
They were later cancelled and re-
sults announced on the basis of an
alternative assessment scheme.
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More students moving from private to govtschools

A study sanctioned by the Administrative Training Institute, Nainital (ATI} in
Uttarakhand has found that an increasing number of students are moving from
private to government schools. The study was conducted by Malika Pandey, a
former research fellow at the AT in 18 blocks of the state’s four districts—
Nainital, Bageshwar, Almora and Champawat. “The most significant and
noteworthy theme is the reverse migration from private to public schools. This
trend developed even before the pandemicin several government schools and
ls expected to further increase, asa rasult of Covid-19,” says the report.
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mma REGIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION, BHUBANESWAE

Advt. No: 400 | ~ Dated: 25.06.202"
MID TERM ADMISSION NOTICE 2021-22

Online applications are invited for Mid Term admission to Class-III, [V
VII & VIII, of D.M. School, (affiliated to C.B.S.E. New Delhi), R.LE.
Bhubaneswar for the session 2021-22. The application form can b
filled online after online paymentof Rs. 100/- (Rupees One hundred
only from 01.07.2021 to 09.07.2021 upto 11.30 P.M. The link of onlins
payment will be available on website. For other details please vis|
|website - www.riebbs.ac.in. The candidate seeking admission shoul
fulfill the following eligibility conditions:

SIL.No,| Classe | Seats Vacant Eligibility

| 01 | I GSECN- 03.5 The candidate should have
e GENi 03 |Ppassed previous class in the
|Co4 | [ Ex-Defence - 01 | Fecognized school.

Headmaste|



INSTITUTE LIBRARY

REGIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION, BHUBANESWAR

Newspaper Clipping

Name of Newspaper: - Indian Express

Date- 02.07.2021 Page No: 02

Only 296 govt schools in Odisha
have internet access: UDISE

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ !Bhubaneswar .

EVEN as the School and Mass
Education department has
been claiming to be spending
crores of rupees in improving
the infrastructure of govern-
ment schools, only two per
cent (pc) of such schools
across the State have internet
facilities.

This was revealed in the
Unified District Information
System for Education report
for the 2019-20 academic ses-
sion, covering both govern-
ment and private
schools, that was re-
leased by the Educa-
tion Minister Ramesh
Pokhrival Nishank on
Thursday.

According to the re-
port, there are 53,260 gov-
ernment schools in Odisha of
which only 8,615 (16.18 pc)
schools have computers with
8,500 being functional. Only
1,450 (2.72 pe) government
schools have internet Factiz="
ties while it is 85 pc in the case
of the 2,231 private schools.
The data pointed out that the
situation has worsened in
comparison to the 2018-19 aca-
demic session when 9.7 pc of
these schools had functional
desktops and 6.26 pc had in-
ternet facilities.

When it comes to other in-
frastruaucture. 40 859 govern-

ment schools (76.72 pc) have
electricity, 33,695 of them
have functional electricity
connections. The report adds
that the State has opened li-
braries and reading rooms in
95 pc of the government
schools.

As far as student enrolment
is considered, the report
shows that the total enrol-
ment of students in the State
from pre-primary to higher
secondary level in 2019-20
stands at 80,33,815, down by
68,516 students as compared

to 81,02,331 in 2018-19 ses-
sion. The enrolment of
girls has remained
similar to boys at all
levels, highest being
at primary level and
higher secondary lev-
els. The report adds
that the percentage of
OBC enrolment saw a minis-
cule drop at 36.2 pc where as
it was 36.8 pc in the previous
session but there was a mar-
ginal rise in Muslim enrol-
mient at 2.02 pé in comparisgon’
to 1.5 pc in 2018-19.

There is, however, a drop in
the number of teachers in
government schools at 2,338,550/
whereas there were 3 40 a77
teachers in the previous ses-
sion. Similarly, the
pupil:teacher ratio (pupils per
teacher) at higher secondary
level has been 66:1 and 17:6 in
secondarv level.
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CBSE ANNOUNCES NEW
PATTERN OF X, XII BOARDS

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@NewDelhi

THE CBSE has decided
to rationalise the syllabi
of classes X and XII for
the 2021 baich and hold
boards over two terms,
with each covering

50% of the sylla-

bi. The syllabi ;

for the session

2021-22 would be
divided into two

terms based on a
systematic ap-
proach, with subject ex-
perts looking into the in-
terconnectivity of
topics.

In a circular to all the
heads of schools affiliat-
ed to it, the board said it
would hold the Term 1

exam within a flexible 4-8
week window between
November and Decem-
ber. The Term I paper
would be multiple choice
guestion-based. However,
it has kept its options
open on holding the
exam either from
. centres or homes
based on future
situations. For
Term II, pro-
posed between
March and April,
the board is mulling
a 2-hour paper in differ-
ent formats like case or
situation-based, open
ended short or long an-
swer type. If the situa-
tion is not conducive, it
might go for a 90-minute
MCQ-based exam.

%r‘mﬁt mw% W'ﬂ%‘raﬂ

&
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Centre’s new scheme
targets basic literacy,

numeracy by Class 3

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New.Delhi

THE Centre on Monday
launched an initiative with an
aim to ensure that every child
in India necessarily attains
foundational literacy and nu-
meracy by theend of ClassIII,
by 2026-27.

The scheme called National
Initiative for Proficiency in
reading with Understanding
and Numeracy (NIPUN)
-Bharat is sét to be implement-
ed by the school education de-

partment of the Centre. The .

government said a five-tier im-
plementation mechanism will
be set up across national, state,
district, block, and school lev-
els in all states. ;

. The new scheme is going to
be part of the flagship school
education programme, Sama-
gra Shiksha, according to the
Union Education Ministry. The
government said it has already
provided states with a fund of
¥2688.18 crore for the imple-
mentation of the various inter-
ventions of the foundational
stage in 2021-22 under the Sa-
magra Shiksha Abhiyaan.

A statement by the ministry
said the initiative will focus on
providing access and retaining
children in foundational years
of schooling, teacher capacity
building, development of high
gquality and diversified student
and teacher resources, learn-
ing materials and tracking the
progress of each child in

The programme alms to cover the
learning nedds of kids in the age
- group of 3 to 9 years. Teachers will
need to focus on every child for,
developing basic language, literacy
and numeracy skills

~ Ramesh Pokhrlyal,- Education Minister

achieving learning outcomes.

Launching the scheme, Edu-
cation Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ said the
programme aims to cover the '
learning needs of children in
the age group of 3 to 9 years,
adding that teachers will need
to focus on every child for de-
veloping basic language, liter-
acy and numeracy skills which
will help them develop into
better readers and writers.

It envisages making the ex-
perience of learning at the
foundational stage holistic, in-
tegrated, inclusive, enjoyable,
and engaging, said the minis-
ter, The success of NIPUN
Bharat, the statement said,
will depend on teachers, so,
there will be a special empha-
sis on the capa01ty building of -

_teachers.
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Offer NCCas elective, UGC tells varsities

- EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

@ Bhubaneswar

THE University Grants Com-
mission (UGC)has onceagain
urged the State Universities
tointroduce NCC asa general
elective credit course across

- both varsities and Plus I1I col-

leges that are affiliated with
- the National Cadet Corps in
- an extracurricular capacity,
in the ensuing new academic

~ session,

In a letter to the State-run
universities recently, the
- UGC Secretary Rajnish Jain

- said the National Education

Policy, 2020 has already recog-

nised the importance of ho-
listic education, social serv-
ice, community development
et al as credit courses under
the Choice Based Credit Sys-

tem (CBCS) and NCG frain- -

ing falls in this ambit.
Although the UGC had
written to the universities in
this regard in April this year,
there was no response from
the latter. Except Kalahandi
university, no other institu-
tion in the State offers NCC as
an elective subject as of now,
as per the UGC notification.
The option of pursuing
NCC as an academic subject

is currently being offered to

students who are enrolled as |

NCC cadets.

“The NCC has developed
NCC General Elective Credit
Course design that is uniform

anduniversally implementa- ..

i

bley which's in cotifoithity
with UGC policy on CBCS. |

The State-run universities

i
1

and autonomous colleges can

said.
All students who enroll as

NCC cadets will immensely |

benefit by obtaining academ-
ic credit for NCC training in
addition to acquiring the val-
uable NCC ‘B’ and ‘C’ certifi-
cates, Jain added.

use this course design”, he ;

i
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10% reservation also carved out fo

SUMI SURANYA DUTTA @ew el

FOLLOWING an yearold Madras
High Court ruling and presstrs
fromthe Supreme Court, the Cen-
toe on Thursday amnoumced 27°%
reservation for 0BCsand 0% for
the economically weaker section
(BWYS) of students forundergrad:
Tate and postgraduate medicine
and dental courses under the AL
India Quota (AIQ) scherze,
Under the AIQ scheme, 15%
UG and 50% PG seats ave kept
domicilefree n government
medical and dental colleges,

againstwhichstudenfs fromoth: |

er states can be offered adumis-
sion, while the rest of the seats
are reserved for students from
within the state.

The Madras High Court had
Last week said there will be no
admission in medical colleges
this year without implementng
the AIQ reservation, It had on
July 27 last year directed the Un-

- fon health ministry to set upa

committee to workout the quota
arithmetic within three months,
Dut the process got stalled, e

Page No: 01

LT%0BCQUOTA FORNED AIQSEATS

rthe EWS category; applicable from this admission season

Decision to benefit J
5,350 students |

The decision would benefit
nearly 1500 0BC studentsin |
MBS and 2500 0BC stents |
inPowhlet wil alsoimpact |
aound SO WS studentsin |
MBS and aroind 1000 EWS
students in Pomedicine

preme Court in recent weeks,
The new quotas will be appli-

session, The pmposal as )
proved at & megting chaired by
| fhe prime miister on Mondy

- ARQwasintroduced in %6 un
' derthedirectionof the Supreme
' Court to provide for domicile-

free merit-based opporfunitiesto

' students from any statetoaspire

to study in & good medical col-
Jege located in another state

To begin with, there was 1o
Quota in ALQ But in 07, the Su-
preme Court allowed reservation
of 16% for §Cs and 7.5% for STs,
after which OBCs sought a level

sulting in a rep from the $u-  cablefrom the current academic  playing field

VWhen the Central educational
instituions (reservation in ad:
mission) Act became effective dn
2007 providing for uniform 27%
reservation to OBCs, it was im-
plemented in all centrally run
medical olleges but was not ex-
tendedto AIQ seats of state med:
ical and dental colleges,

The Centre had in 2019 infro-
(uced 10% reservation for EVFS,
Seats n medical and dental col-
leges wee raised over two yeats
2050 thatthe seat count for ofh
er general category students
does ot go dowm,
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Classes for final yr professional
students from August 9

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bhubaneswar

THE Odisha government on
Wednesday allowed reopening
of all technical and profes-
sional institutions and hostels
in the State from August 9.
Physical classes, however, will
be conducted in campuses
only for the final year
students. e
The Skill Development an

Technical Education (SDTE)
department in its order said
that classes will start in physi-
cal mode in all technical uni-
versities, engineering and
professional colleges, poly-
technics, diploma institutions
and ITTs from August 9 in ad-
herence to Covid-19 guide-
lines. The department has
also allowed research activi-
ties in physical mode in the

campuses from the same date.
The institutions have also
been asked to video record the
physical classes and share
with the students who fail to
attend it.

SDTE Joint Secretary Ajay
Kumar Nayak said the deci-
sion to reopen the institutions
and hostels have been taken
in view of improving Covid-19
situation. He added that the
institutions will be required
to ensure respiratory eti-
quettes and follow the detailed
standard operating procedure
(SOP) issued by SDTE depart-
ment for their reopening.

Wearing a face mask and so-
cial distancing in classrooms,
laboratories and libraries will
be mandatory and if required,
classes will be divided in
batches and teaching hours
extended accordingly.




INSTITUTE LIBRARY
REGIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION, BHUBANESWAR

Newspaper Clipping

Name of Newspaper: - The Time of India

Date- 05.08.2021 Page No: 07

"= DEMONSTRATION MULTIPURPOSE SCHOOL
@ qreiEs SgSeRid HEned
REGIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION, BHUBANESWAR
Sachivalaya Marg, Bhubaneswar-751022

i ADMISSION NOTICE 2{}21 22 (LOWER PRE- PRIMARY CLASS)

Il Advt. No : 404 Date: 02.08.2021

|| Online applications are invited for admission to Lower Pre Primary Class, of
|| D.M. School, (affiliated to C.B.S.E. New Delhi), R.LE., Bhubaneswar for the session |
[} 2021-22, The application form can be filled online after online payment of Rs, 100/- |
1] (Rupees One hundred) only from 09.08.2021 to 19.08.2021 upto 11.30 P.M.
{| Thetink of online payment s available on website (www.riebbs.ac.in)

|| For other details please visit website - www.riebbs.ac.in. The candidate seeking
1 admission should fulfill the following eligibility conditions.

mrdtd oot &Y
NUMEERT

. s ‘ Date of online subfniss_ion
Eligiiiny of Application Forms
Lower |@) The age of the candidate should be} 09.08.2021 to 19.08.2021

Pre - Primary between 310 4 years ason 31.03.2021. upto 11.30 PM.

b} The Physically Challenged (Divyang)
~-candidates will get a relaxation of 02
(two) years in the maximum age limit.

Class

Headmaster |
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- State plans uniform research
- guidelines for all universities

Hemant.Pradhan
@timesgroup.com

Bhilbaneswar: The state

government is planning to.

bring uniform research gui-
delines for state public uni-

- versitiesand it will be framed

after a discussion with the
universities. The aim is to
provide better service to re-
search scholars and main-
- tain quality of research
works.

The Odisha State Higher
Education Council (OSHEC)
will take the lead toframe the
guidelines after holding
meetings with the university
vice-chancellors.

- “There is a lot of differ-
ence among state universi-
ties. They have their own
rules and we don’t want to in-
terfere in their business. But
the universities should pro-

vide servwes toscholarsina
time-bound manner,” said an
official of the council.

“Some universities take
lot of time for registration of
students for PhD pro-

Universities will set
a deadline for
registration of
students for PhD
programmes and
approval of the
thesis

grammes. Some candidates
have completed their PhD
course works, but they donot
get respective guides to com-
mence their research work.
The institutions also take
several months to approve
and award the PhD degree af-
ter submission of their thes-

-e8. These problems should be

solved by setting a timeline
for these services,” said a
council member.

The guideline will ad-
dress this issue. Universities
will set a deadline for regis-
tration of students for PhD
programmes and approval of
the thesis in a time-bound
manner to award degrees to
scholars without much delay.
It will also look into the mat-
ter related to use of anti-pla-
giarism software and main-
taining the quality of the re-
search. Some universitiesare
asking scholars to publish
their research articles in the
Scopus indexed journals,
while others are advising
somewhere else. After find-
ing all these issues, we
thought the council should
bring a uniform guideline for
the universities on this, said
the councilmember.

i
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18 dists are educationally backward

 EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Bhubaneswar

OF the 374 educationally backward dis-
tricts in the country, 18 are in Odisha.
- This was informed by Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan while re-
plying to a question in the Lok Sabha by
- MPs Rama Devi and Harish

Dwivedi. .
An expert committee consti-
- tuted by the University Grants
~ Commission (UGC) has identi-
~ fied these districts based on vari-
- ous educational parameters in-
- cluding gross enrollment ratio,

- college population ratio and average en-

- rollment per college.

~ Thedistricts are Angul, Balangir, Bar-
- garh, Boudh, Deogarh, Dhenkanal, Gajap-
~ ati, Ganjam, Kalahandi, Kandhamal,
~ Keonjhar, Koraput, Malkangiri, Na-
~ barangpur, Nayagarh, Nuapada, Raya-

gada and Sonepur.

As per UGC, Odisha has the highest
number of educationally backward dis-
tricts compared to its neighbour Andhra
Pradesh which has 11 such districts,

Chhattisgarh (15), Jharkhand (12) and

West Bengal (17).

The Union Minister informed
that the Centre has taken a

& number of measures to improve
the educational standards in the
country with special focus on the
educationally backward dis-
tricts, The measures include inte-
grated scheme for School Education
- Samagra Shiksha - that enables all chil-
dren to have access to quality education
with an equitable and inclusive class-
room environment. The scheme covers
11.61akh schools, over 15.6 crore students
and 57 lakh teachers of government and
aided schools. »
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11,000 teachers to be
hired for govt schools

Bhubaneswar: The State
government has initiated the
process for filling up of 11,450
teaching posts in schools. The
School and Mass Education
department on Tuesday said
that of the 11,450 vacancies at
elementary and secondary
level, 4, 619 posts will be filled
up in the first phase. This
includes 2,055 posts of Hindi
teachers, 1,304 posts of
Sanskrit teachers and 1,260
PET teachers. The notification
for the first phase recruitment

~ is likely to be issued this month.
Besides, 6,065 trained graduate
teachers and Telugu teacher
vacancies will be filled up in the
next phase.
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PLUS II CLASSES TO
CONTINUE WITH
70 PC SYLLABUS

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bhubaneswar
THE new academic session
(2021-22) for Plus II will con-
| tinue with 70 per cent sylla-
bus. The Council of Higher
| Secondary Education (CHSE)
| onThursday also placed a pro-
. posal before the State govern-
| ment for conduct of quarterly
assessment of students in
| case final examinations at
| higher secondary level are
| scrapped for any reason.
. CHSE Vice Chairman Tush-
ar Kanti Tripathy said the
i decision to continue
| with the reduced syl-
. labus was taken at
the academic com-
mittee meeting of
the Council in view
of the delay in com-
| mencement of the aca-
demic session for the second
. consecutive year due to Cov-
| 1id-19 pandemic,
! While the new session for
| Plus II final year students
| started towards the end of

July, admission process fof
Plus II first year has not been
completed yet.

Keeping this in view the
committee took the decision
to continue with the revised
syllabus, Tripathy said.

Besides, he said the commit-
tee proposed the government
to introduce periodical assess-
ment every quarter as part of
the Continuous Comprehen-
sive Evaluation (CCE) system
as it will help in awarding
marks to students in case the
final examinations are can-

celled for any other reason.
Under CCE, the commit-
tee has proposed to con-
duct guarterly assess-
ment of students by
higher secondary
schools four times in
the first year and thrice
in the second year after
which the annual Plus II ex-
aminations will be conducted
by the Council. “It, however,
will be subject to government
approval,” the CHSE vice
chairman said.

Page No: 02

CHSE reduces
by 30% or 2nd

successive yea.r

Times New:'_ NETWORK

EBEhubaneswar: The Coun-
cil of. I—I:lgher Secondary
Education L o CHSED on
Thursday decided to redu-
cethehigher secondary syl-
labus by 30% for the 2021-22

lacademicsessiontoo. Inthe

wake of thhe pandemic, thoe

CHSE reduced the syllabus -

by 30% lastyear

condary s
bsarmf anpualton
have gone dowii.
course will be

So, it has be

RELIEF FOR
STUDENTS

continue with the 30%

hy added.

Ire-
duced syllabus this year as
well,”” said wvice-chairman
of CHSE, Tushar Kanti Tri-
pathy, after ithe academic
council: meeting here on
Thursday:
o The acade ¢ council
also pﬁoposmm

end and annual examina-
tions will be @maducted by
the council. :

dn case of any eImergei-
cy;students will be assessed
based on their performan-
ceinthese term-endandan-
nua). examinatiéns
1:':.) the ﬁt&t

aent ) govern-
ment for app

. though classes ha-
the oﬂline o=

cfh_ing days
I 100%.

decided to

introdu ce | ;

. Ty and 10
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Schools reopen, students upbeat

Sense of joy, some trepidation and a smattering of bending of the Covid SOPs on Day One

Govt mulls reopening
of upper primary schools

Bhubaneswar: The State government
is planning to reopen schools for
upper primary (UP) students after
Ganesh Puja. As Covid-19 graph has
started declining in the State,
sources in School and Mass
Education department sald steps are
being taken to make campuses ready
for offline classes for Class Vi, Vil
and VIl after Ganesh Puja on
September 10. The department’s
move came after it received a
proposal from the Odisha State
Commission for Protection of Child
Rights (OSCPCR) for reopening of
schools at elementary level in a
graded manner. OSCPCR chairperson
Sandhyabati Pradhan had requested
the department to reopen schools
from Class VI to Viil across the State
in a phased manner citing that many
stakeholders including parents and
teachers had appreciated the
reopening of schools for secondary
and higher secondary students.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

HAVE you ever yearned to go
to school so badly that you’d
even brave a downpour to get
there? Well, if you haven’t been
a school student during Covid,
you might not get that feeling.
On September 1, a whole 17
months after she last set foot in
a classroom, Sanjana Sen, a
Class XI student from Delhi
was halfway to school when it
started raining in Delhi. Her
father wanted to take her back
home. But she was adamant. “I
wanted to go to school very,
very badly. So we somehow got
there even without an umbrel-
la,” said the teenager who
hadn’t met her friends in what
seems like forever.

A student of Sharda Sen Ra-
jkiyva Kanya Sarvodaya Vidya-
laya, she added that getting
back to school was an exhila-
rating experience for her. “I
met new teachers in Class XI

and it was an amazing day. 1
was dying to go to school,” she
chirped. But not everyone in
Delhi was as lucky as Sanjana.
Himanshu and Nandini, sib-
lings and classmates in Class
IX, said that they were yearn-
ing to go to school but couldn’t.
The heavy rains coupled with
rumours of how flooding in-
creased the imminent threat
of Covid accounted for a large
degree of absenteeism (far
lower than the allowed 50%
limit) in the Capital.

As schools reopened in sev-
eral states — Tamil Nadu, Tel-
angana, Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Karnataka, Tripura, Delhi,
Meghalaya and Arunachal
with strict Covid-19 protocols
in place, nostalgia met trepida-
tion down the middle.

While the closure in Rajas-
than only stands at five months,
most parents are still appre-
hensive as only around 20%

have given written consent to
send their children for physi-
cal classes. With kids yet to be
vaccinated, parents continue
are a worried lot. Dr Rekha
Moolchandani, the mother of
a Class 12 student, said she was
not ready to send her son to
school as the vaccination proc-
ess for students is yet to start.
“The third wave may hit any
time and sending them to
school is not safe. My son is
comfortable studying online
and we support him as he is
safe,” she said.

Schools in all 75 districts in
UP reopened, but private
schools deferred it because of
a lack of consent from parents.
Madhya Pradesh had a similar
problem with attendance fig-
ures stuck around 15-20%. The
turnout was similarly low in
the Northeast, where states
like Meghalaya have only vac-
cinated about 72% of the teach-
ers. CONTINUED ON: P5
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How much do you remember?

Further south, with more pleasant
climes, came an easier ‘homecoming’ ex-
perience for high-schoolers and teach-
ers. However, it did jolt K Ramesh, who
teaches English at the Government High
School in Kunnathur in Tirupur, Tamil
Nadu, about how much his students had
forgotten in the last year. “I was sur-
prised that many of them did not even
remember their roll numbers, let alone
the lessons we had taught them. But,
only 40% of the students could attend
online classes. So there is a disparity. We

have decided to take extra.care for those

who are lagging behind to bring them up
to'speed,” he said and added that 99% of
the 105 students had come to school on
Wednesday — a healthy trend that was
observed across the state in varying
degrees.

students upbeat

A little back-and-forth between the gov-
ernment and the High Court as to wheth-
er schools would reopen on Wednesday
notwithstanding, schools in Telangana
managed to open bright and early. But
even though the students might be back
to class, not all teachers will be coming
to school everyday, said Satvika Nalam
who teaches Chemistry at St Albert’s
High School, Hyderabad. “The teachers
will be taking classes online, Those in
the classrooms can access it via a projec-
tor, and there will be a teacher in class to
monitor them. The students might be
distracted initially because they are

meeting their friends after 4°'long time,

but they will eventually settle down,”
she said.

Canschools opﬁrate sans staff?

A common problem that parents have
been voicing is the lack of support staff

in tha echnnle amwing ta lavoaffe during

 On Covid duty again

Overwhelmed at having students back,
teachers are struggling with the extra
workload — of having to double up as
Covid safety officers while running
bridge courses. D Lalitha, Headmistress
of Government Girls Higher Secondary
School Modakkurichi, Erode, said that
the school will conduct such classes for
45 days at a stretch. “For the first day, we
concentrated on introductory classes,
awareness and psychological counsel-
ling of the students. Our workload has
increased but this is the way forward,”
she sighed.

Areturn that’s arescueact

Beyond just the joy of seeing students in
person and not on the other end of a
WhatsApp or Zoom call, teachers in ru-

ral Karnataka were relieved that their -

students had made it back after being
sent off to work during the downtime,
Veeranna Madiwalar who is a Govern-
ment teacher at Ambedkar Primary
School in Belagavi’s Nidagundi village
said, “So far, we have been trying to pro-
vide notes and activities through What-
sApp groups but a lot of students come
from socially and economically disad-
vantaged backgrounds and don’t have
even mobile phones. Some children have
started working in the sugarcane fields
as well as jaggery factories. We don’t
want children to come to school to just
score marks and get ranks, but to ensure
they have a good life. We have to take

| risks toteach our studentsand give them

education.” Both Tamil Nadu and Kar-
nataka had announced free bus rides for
students returning to school, but reports
from Koppal in Karnataka indicated that
there was an abject shortage of buses

| plying along school routes.

in the schools, owing to Iayoffs during
the lockdown, Nagati Narayana, presi-
dent of the Telangana Parents Associa-
tion said, “There is a lack of sweepers
and cleaners in government schools.
Even the principals and teachers have
complained that there is no one to clean
the premises, including the toilets. How
can we be assured of safety in such a sce-
nario?” he asked and added, “Private
schools had to lay off teachers during
the pandemic, and they are now facing a
shortage.”

Having resumed classes almost two
weeks ago, with over 93% of the teachers
being vaccinated, there are lessons that
other states should have gleaned from
Andhra Pradesh, where cases have been
reported among students in schools.’
Andhra Pradesh Patasalala Parents As-
sociation (APPA) President P Chandram,
said, “Parents are in the grip of fear
with Covid positive cases reporting
among the student community after reo-
pening of the schools. The government
should release a daily bulletin of cases
and 100% vaccination for the teachers
should be completed at the earliest.”

Is there a winter wave coming?

Should we be worried about a spurt in cas-
es? Child Psychologist Dr Pooja Jha Nair
explains, “We are losing a lot in the fear of
the next wave. Social communication, hu-
manity, the tolerance that we learn simply
by being with each other, and learning that
happens in physical premises were all
huge losses because of the pandemic.” But
the sentiment is clear: kids are thrilled,
(some would say a bit too much!), parents
remain concerned, teachers are over-
worked but happy to be teaching in person
again and administrators are breaking
their heads trying to ensure at least 50% of
the SOPs are being observed by students.
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education to start from Class 6 with
internships.

+ Assessment reforms with 360-degree
holistic progress card and tracking

= student progress for achieving
learning outcomes. A National
Assessment Centre —
(Performance Assessment, Review,
and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic
Development)— to be set-up as a
standard-setting body for transforming
assessment.

- Setting-up of State School Standards
Authority (SSSA) to establish a
minimal set of standards based on
basic parameters (namely, safety,
security, basic infrastructure, number
of _teachere across subjects and
grades, financial probity, and sound
" processes of governance), which shaill
be followed by all schools.

+ Teacher education to move into a
multi-disciplinary environment
four year B_.ED integrated to become a
minimum degree qualiﬁeati_on for
school teachers by 2030. _

=+ Achieving 100% youth and adult
literacy.

+ “The policy promotes multifingualism in
both schools and higher education.
. Wherever possible, the medium of

preferably till Grade 8 and beyond, will

.Iocal language/fregional
“National Institute for Pali,
Prakrit ,

language;
Persian and
Indian Instltute of Trapslatlon
“and In{é%rq_, it ' e

o 50% by 2035.

« Higher ‘education curriculum to have
flexibility of subjects.

+  Multiple Entry / Exit, and transfer of

Credlts .
- Nat:onal ‘Research --Fbui'ida’t on to be

established to foster a strong research

culture. :
= Light but tight regulation of higher
education, single regulator with four
separate verticals for different
functions- the “Higher Education
Commission of india (HECGI).

.
graded autonomy to colleges, through
a transparent -

accreditation, will be established.
+ ‘Increased use of technology with

e LS - S odesomemdirme=l

Jinstruction until at least Grade 5, but

PARAKH -

3

cand .

_be the home Ianguage/mo‘the ongue/

+ GER in ‘higher educatlon 1S bo'raiged ™

credit through an Academic Bank of .

A stage-wise mechanism for granting

system of graded

competency-based

logical

f“-s:;f IONAL EDUCATION POLICY-2020

BRIDGING
MENT GAP

Academic Bank of Credits

Among the many elements of the NEP,
a few have a direct impact on
employability. One of the biggest shifts is
that the NEFP empowers the future
workforce with more flexibility to choose
their subjects/courses. Entry / exit, and
transfer of credit through an Academic

EDUCATION-EMPLOY-

. Bank of Credits will allow students to earn

and retain credits which will enable them
to continue their education from where
they had left, in case they drop out
midway. A college student who quits a
degree course after ‘one year gets a
certificate. She can earn a diploma after

" two years of study and a degree after
three/four

years. This flexibility and
autonomy will enable students to explore
a variety of options and ecquire skills that
the market demands rather than acquiring
degrees that lead them nowhere. The
path-breaking thought behind this policy

“is to have no insurmountable walls among
scurricular, ‘extracurricular or co-curricular

subjects, or among arts, commerce or
science streams, or between vocational
or academ:c courses. What this means is

; that a student can enrol for a programme

in one institution and simultaneously sign
up for courses of her choice in multiple -
&nstltutions n,;:er earn credltS'
physucal and/or online mode. Further to
close the gap in achievement of learning
outcomes, classroom transactions will
shift towards competenc‘,y—based Iearnlng

and format:ve assessment whu:h is more
promotes
and tests
such as analysis,

that
learning and development,
higher-order skills,
thinki

stand the tes

Vocational eddcatio!ﬁ

Taking employment-oriented -education
a step further, the NEP 2020 lays stress
on vocational training and integrating it
with the mainstream education system,
unlike the current system where
vocational education is a poorer cousin of
academic courses, seen as a last resort

for students who are unable to cope with
.the rigours of mainstream education.

It is
€ d in the pollcy that voca’tional
education_\ will. be ln’tegrated in the
educational offerings of all secondary

_the
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New Delhi: The transforma-

| tions in India’s education sec-

. torarenotjust policy-based but

also participation-based, PM

| Narendra Modi said on Tues-

day after launching several
academic initiatives; which he
said will play an important role
inshaping the country’sfuture,

Modiwasaddressingthein-

augural conclave of the 10-day

-‘Shikshak Parv’ through video-

| conferencing, where he said

| that the teaching-learning pro-

Newspaper Clipping

Modi: NEP-inspired edu sector
changes are participation-based

constantly redefined and rede-
-signed to make India’s educa-
tion sector world-class.

As part of the Shikshak
Parv whose theme is ‘Quality
and Sustainable Schools: Lear-
nings from Schools in India’,
the PM launched the National
Digital Architecture (N-DE-
AR), which he said is likely to
play amajorrole ineradicating
inequality in education and its
modernisation. He also laun-
ched the Indian sign language
dictionary (audio- and text-em-
bedded sign language video for

Page No: 06

formity with the Universal De-
sign of Learning), talking bo-
oks (audiobooks for the visual-

ly impaired), school quality as- |

surance and assessment
framework of CBSE, Nishtha
teachers’ training programme
for Nipun Bharat and Vidyan-
jali portal (for facilitating edu-
cation  volunteers/donors/
CSR contributors for school
development). '
The PM expressed confi-
dence that these will not only
make our education system
globally competitive but also

cess in the country has to be

T S —_—

the hearmg impaired, in con-

make the youth futureready.
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Teachhers” davy: Regional
Institute of Education,
Bhubaneswvwar celebrated
Shikshak Parv-2021 to
recognize the contrlbutlon
of teachers.
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WALK-—I N - INTE RVI EWVV

Data 15 08 2921

The institute will conductWa!k-in-mterviawforengagamentoffollowing Project Staff, purelyon ||
temporary (short-term) basis for different Research Projects as mentioned against below listed |}
programmes. The engagement will confer no right to ¢laim appointment on regular basis. The |}
{ Institute .reserves the right to terminate the temporary engagement at any time without |}
assigning any reason thereof. Interested candidates fulfilling the requisite qualifications as |}
mentionad against sach programme may attend the Walk-in-Interview as per the schedulse {}
noted below. Candidates should bring thelr Bio-data, all original certificates and mark-sheets ||
{with one set of aftested photocoples) in support af their quaiiﬁcaﬁon & experiencs & one |}
attested passport size photograph. é

Sl. No.

Programme Code

Date/Time of lnterview

Name of Ppst

PAC Code Nu.24.01

24-08-2021{09:30 a.m)

.JPF-3

N s

| PAC Code N0.24.02

24-09-2021 (11:00 a.m) -

APF-01

PAC Code No.24.03

24-09-2021 (12:00 Noon)

JPF-01

. PAC Code No.24.05

24-09-2021 (01:45 p.m.) .

PEOT

“'PAC Code N0.24.10

24-09-2021 {02:30 p.m.)

JPF-01

_PAC.Code N0.24.11

24-08-2021 (03:30 p.m.)

JPE-01 _

| PAC Code No.24.15

24-09-2021 (04:30 p.m.)

JPF-01.

PAC Code N0.24.19

23-09-2021 (04:30 p.m.)

JPFO1

1 PAC Code No.24.28

22-09-2021 (04:68 p.m.)

JPF-01

PAC Code N0.24.29 -

22-09-2021 (0500 p.m.) -

PAC Code No.24.13

23-09-2021 (03:00 p.m.)

_Data Entry Operatewz

PAC Code No.24.14

22-08-2021 {03:00 p.m.)

Visual Analyser-01

PN N U Y | :
N RN E

. PAC Code N0,24.27

23-09-2021 (10:30 a.m.)

Preaanary Teacher-02

14

PAC Code No.24.27.

22-08-2021 (10:30 a.m.)

Lady He!per-cz '

The duration of engagement of all above project staffis up to 34-03-2u23.

For details of eligibility, remuneration, title of the programme et pleése visit our Website: ‘;
ww.riebbs.orl.nic.In orwww.riebbs.ac.in . 3t , PRiNCIPAL k
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pIAHA SAHU @ Bhubaneswar.

IF things go as planned, a stu-
dent of science in Odisha can
so0n pursue a course in hu-
manities or performing arts or
any other subject of his/her in-
terest from any college or uni-
versity across the country;
' The State Higher Education
Council has proposed the pub-
lic universities to allow their
students to pursue e-courses of
their choice from the SWAYAM
platform of the Ministry of

credits transfer earned through
such courses to the students’
academic records. The step
which is in line with the Na-
tional Education Policy (NEP)
would offer greater flexibility
to college and university-level
students to pursue their sub-
jects of interest at any given
point of their academic
tenure.

The SWAYAM (Study Webs of
Active Learning for Young As-
piring Minds) portal offers

UG and PG level which are na-
tipna]ly recoghised. Currently

' _course in performing
Fiducation and allow academic

in Odlsha, students at UG level
- are required to accumulate 144

credits for qualifying for the de-
gree. At PG level, it is 80 to 96
depending on course and field
work. According to the council
proposal, while the maximum

credit points that can be earned .

from SWAYAM courses at
the UG level is 24 credits,
itis 12 in case of PG.
“Somebody who -is.
studying physics and -
wants to pursue a

PR T

arts, can take up an online
course from the SWAYAM plat-
form, clear its exam and earn
credits,” explained Ashok Das,
vice-chairman of the State
Higher Education Council.
SWAYAM courses, depending
on their duration and content,
will be assigned some credits as
per the UGC guidelines like 10
to 15 hours per credit point. The

0disha Higher Edu Council
for flexibility in Iearmng

The councrl s move will allow students to pursure courses on SWAYAM

university or college will ac-
cord recognition to these select-
ed courses and provide speci-
fied credits in the semester
exam. The SWAYAM credits
can be carried to any higher
education institute in the coun-
try, sald Das.
The council has written
fo all the Vice-Chancel-
lors and the matter will
be put up at the next
V(s meeting scheduled
around next month, be-
fore the new academic
session begins.
Faculty members of the high-

- er education institution will

help the student select the cours-
es on SWAYAM portal. “Since it
is not possible to implement this
provision physically as not all
institutions have the required
number of faculty members in
all disciplines, we decided to opt
for SWAYAM,” Das added.

thousands of courses at both -

from SWAYAM courses at the UG level Is 24 credits and 12 In case of
PG. Somebody who Is studying physics and wants to pursue a course
in parforming arts, can take up an online course from the SWAYAM
platform, clear Its exam and eam credits

Ashok Das, vice-chairman, OSHEC

' @ We have proposed that the maximum credit points that can be ecamed
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‘Purniais Bihars first district with

"

~librariesinallits panchayats

A d|str|ct—w1de campaign called ‘Kitab Daan’ was started by the district administration in January

_%muisu KUMAR THAKUR @Patna

: “When in doubt go to the li-
- brary”, globally acclaimed

¢ British novelist JK Rowling:

had once said. The youths of
! Purnia district, preparing for
" competitive exalmnatmns do
just that when in doubt.
*" They flock one of the librar-
“ies in their panchayats to
“study. Purnia, which has still
“lowest literacyrate of 52.09 per
i cent, has now become the
| State’s first district to become
*a bibliophile’s haven with a li-
~brary set up ineach of its pan-
- chayat. Thousands of college
- and school-going students and
locals can be seen sitting in the
libraries in their panchayats

@

A new kind of brary culture has
developed in our district, which will
not only Inculcate reading habit
among us but also help increase the
‘district’s literacy rate

Amar Kumar, a tocal

everyday reading books or go-
ing through journals. “A new
kind of library culture has de-
veloped in our district, which
will not only inculcate reading
habit among us but also help
increase the district’s literacy
rate”, Amar Kumar, a local
said.

To set up the library in each
panchayat of Purnia, a dis-

trict-wide campaign, the first
of its kind in the State called
‘Kitab Daan’ (book donation)
was started in January this
year by the district adminis-
tration. District Magistrate
Rahul Kumar pioneering the
one of its kind initiative,
worked for setting up a li-
brary in every panchayat
with the help of officials
of district Education de-
partment and locals.
As per official figure,
Purnia has 37 librar-
ies functioning in in
each of its 230 pan-
chayats and sev-
en in nagar-pan-
chayat areas. As
per a tweet by Ku-

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DZPGaXAotEAX4Lc4prUoPNZnmlitvd5p1/edit

mar, 1.26 1akh books have been
received under the ‘Kitab
Daan’ so far. The highest
number of 1,23,054 books are
available in the 24 panchayat
libraries functioning under
Banmakhi block followed by

12,057 in Amnaour block’s 24

panchayats.

v Appreciating this initia-
tive, Additional Chief
Secretary of Education
department Sanjay Ku-
mar said, “It is a fine
initiative driven by
Rahul Kumar. The Ed-
ucation department
is studying the ini-
¢ tiative with a view
to expand it to oth-
er districts”.

n
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New

PhD Programmes
Can't Be Offered
Through Online

Or Distance Mode

Manash.Gokain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a major re.
form for Phi} programmes,
‘the University Grants Com-
‘mission has done away with
'mandatory publication of a
research paper before the
submissionof thesis.

The comrmission in a stu-
dy involving 2,573 research
scholars from a top ranked
central university (CU) and
Indian Institute of Technoilo-
ey (IIT}), found that mandato-
rypublication hasnothelped
asaround75% of thesubmis-
sions of the CU, which fol-
lows UGC regulations, are
not in guality Scopus index-
ed journals. The opposite is
trie for II'Ts, which are not
under the purview of UGC,
'where the majority of rese-
arch papers were published
in quality journals.

Another major change in

theregulationsistoallowun-
dergraduate students after a
four-year-degiee to join PhD
programmes. The regulatio-
ns, to be announced next we-
ek, also stated that PhD pro-
grammescan't beoffered thr-
ough onling/ distancemode,

Till now, a master’s deg-
ree was compulsory to join
the PhD programme. But
now after a four-year/ eight-
semester bachelor’s degree
programme with a mini-
mum 75% marks in aggrega-
te or its equivalent grade, a
candidates would be eligible
to join a dogtoral program-
me. Moreover, scholars with
a one-year/ {two-semester
master's degree programime
after a four-vear bachelor's
degreearealsoeligible.

Two higher education in-
stitutions were part of the

4-yr UG, 1-yr |
not mus

the study conducted by UGC
over a period of three years
(2617-2019). They included
1,566 PhD scholars from the
CU and 1,007 from the IIT,
both top ranked institutions
in the NIRF rankings. The
study observed that “In the
university, because of the
mandatory condition to pub-
lish a paper before PhD the-
sis submission, during the
three-year period, nearly
75% of the students are for-
ced to publish in journals
which are not Scopus index-
ed journals.”

The study revealed that
on an average, in II'T, about
79% of students have publis-
hed in Scopus indexed jour-
nals and 73.47 % have publis-
hed more than one journal
paper. However, in the uni-
versity, only about 25.2 % of
students have published in
Scopus indexedjournalsand
only 19 % have published mo-
rethanone journal paper.

Addressing concerns
whether the new regulations
will affect the quality of PhD
work in HEIs, chairperson of
UGC and AICTE, M Jaga-
desh Kumar said, “We need
to understand how the PhD

1-yr

thesisisevaluatedinorderto
maintain its quality Before
thesubmission of the disser-
tation/ thesis, the PhD scho-
lar makes a presentation be-
fore the Research Advisory
Committee and is open fo
other faculty members and
students to attend. The
student gets some feedback
and prepares thé thesis,
which isthefirstlevel of qua-
lity checking. The student al-
soincludesinthethesisacer-
tificate from the Research
Supervisor attesting to the
originality of the thesis as
the second level of quality
checking.”

“The PhD thesis is then
sent to two experts for their
comments. Wherever possib-
e, one of the external exami-
ners is usually chosen from
putside India. The thesis is
revised taking inte account
the comments of both theex-
ternal examiners. Thisisthe
third level of quality check-
ing. Inthefinal stage, thestu-
dent will defend the work in
front of a viva-voce board
consisting of the Research
Superviserandatleastoneof
thetwoexternalexaminers,”
headded.
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