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British Journal of Educational Technology
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GURRENT SCIENCE

4 COVER. Pearlspot fish, Etroplus suratennis (Bloch 1790) is known to exhibit typical
biparental monogamy. See page 1389,
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REVIEW ARTICLE

Revisiting the relationship between palacovegetation and Indian summer monsoon
variability in the Central Ganga Plaing

Jennice Singh

SPECIAL SECTION: AL L ABDUL KALAM

Preface
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Unforgettable memories of my association with A, P, J. Abdul Kalam
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My journey with the People's President
V. K. Saraswat
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Katam my Guru
Madhavan Nair

Dr Kalam's funny guys
V. J. Sundaram

Audacity of vision: a journey to extraordinary success
A. Sivathanu Pillai

Three decades of association with A. P. J. Abdul Kalam
Kota Hannarayana

Abdul Kalam: an exceptional leader

S. M. Deshpande
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agreeing to be Guest Edutor for special section.
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Economic & Political Weekly

DECEMBBR 21. 2024 | VOL LIX NO 81

Banning Children from Social Media

10 Australia's new legislation banning social media access to children below
the age of 16 is the first legisiative attempt in the world to do so.
— Alok Prasanna Kumar

Vertical Fiscal Imbalances and Their Amelioration

13 The vertical fiscal imbalance in India arises out of the expenditure
obligations of the states being more than their revenue-raising powers.
— R Mohan, R Ramakumar

Urgent Actions to Prevent BEST's Decline

16 City bus services in Mumbai are deteriorating as the sest undertaking is
facing financial hardships, a declining fleet strength, and a poor modal share.
~— Suvedh Jaywant, Madhav Badami

In Defence of Ordinary Criticism

21 Itis possible to distinguish berween two modes of social criticism: the one
exemplified in our intellectual and political-ideological statements
about society and the other in cur everyday goings abourt the world,
— A P Ashwin Kumar

A Half Victory for the Global South?

25 The recently adopred World Intellectual Property Organization Treaty on
Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional
Knowledge has been hailed for achieving the best possible compromise
between the interests of the global South and North. — Indrani Barpujari

Amiya Kumar Bagchi (1936-2024)

28  For those who knew him well, Amiya Kumar Bagchi's compassion for
common humanity, belief in rationality and his faith in a less oppressive
future remains very much alive. — Satish Chandra Mishra

Economic Surplus for Buyers in the Electricity Market

35 During October 2021 and February-March 2022, Indian power exchanges
experienced a significant gap between buy and sell bids. This raises questions
about the algorithm’s impact on individual surpluses of buyers and sellers,
— Atul Agrawal

Social Mobility and Opportunity in India

42 Arotal of 161 academic publications on the subjects of social mobility and
opportunity in India that have appeared since the early 1960s and are concerned
with one or more of educational, occupational, and income mobility, social status,
and opportunity provision are reviewed. — Anirudh Krishna, Sujeet Kumar

‘Legislative Lethargy’ in Protecting Informal Women Workers

50 Despite strong mobilisation efforts since 1953 and numerous private member
bills, domesric workers in India remain unrecognised. This paper examines
the legislature’s historical approach to domestic workers, arguing that
legislative lethargy perpetuates durable inequality. — Sophy K.J

Temporal and Spatial Demarcations in History Writing

58 Conventional history writing identifies historically “significant” events and
weaves them into a coherent chronology. This process lends a sense of fixity
to the events. This conventional rendering of the past is interrogated by
looking at the everyday “micro-realities” of the Santal past, — Amita Kumari

Community Engagement in Achieving India’s Carbon Sink Target

65 By fostering local ownership, facilitating knowledge sharing, and promoring
collective action, community engagement plays a vital role in carbon
sequestration and ecosystem restoration. — Prasanta Moharaj
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Technological Sovereignty

10 The concept of technological sovereignty, its integral relevance for strategic
autonomy, and India’s progress in relevant spheres are examined.
— Jawahar Bhagwat, K S Zaikov

‘Bharat Rice’

14 By offering rice ar subsidised rates, “Bharat Rice" aims o reduce the financial
burden on households and gain political popularity for the ruling party.
— Chandan Kumar Jha, Azad P & Vipin Chandran K P

The Death Knell to Pre-grant Opposition

18 The article deals with the implications of amendments to India's patent rules
inasmuch as it affects pre-grant opposition and the working of patents,
— Sunil Mani

The Diminishing Bargaining Power of Trade Unions

22 A new provision of the Industrial Relations Code, 2020 may keep existing
registered trade unions out of collective bargaining and tripartite forums,
— Kingshuk Sarkar, Santanu Sarkar

Shifting the Locus and Interests of Forest Governance

25 The Forest Conservation Rules, 2022 materialised an alliance berween the
centralisation of environmental control and exempticns for capitalist interests,
— Nithin Jacob Thomas

A G Noorani (1930-2024)

30 Long after he has passed, Noorani's writings will conrinue 1o afflict India's
comforted with the stark realities of the unfulfilied promises of the Constitution.
— Alok Prasanna Kumar

Producing New India

37 New highway corridors are being implanted, often bypassing existing routes
and opening new speculative frontiers for urban land markets. This article
periodises the different stages of highway construction in India during the
neo-liberal era. — Nitin Bathla

Efficacy of Natural Farming

45 A comparison of ¢osts, yields, and returns from natural farming and chemical
farming in Andhra Pradesh during 2019-20 saw natural farming in better
stead, The claim made by Das et al (2024) that natural farming could pose a
threat to food security due to its low yields compared to conventional
methods is critically examined, — § Galab, € S Murty & G Bhaskara Rao

Colonial Negotiations in Mahé

52 Through the study of the necropolitics of colonial control in the erstwhile French
colony of Mahé, as narrated in the novel, On the Banks of the Mayyazhi, this
paper argues that colonial subjectivity and the idea of sovereignty have decentred
themselves from the traditional notions of political control and violence to
newer avenues of life and death, — Anagha Sivasankaran, Sayant Vijay

Green Revolution in India

58 'This paper critically engages with the recent “revisionist histories™ that downplay
the qualitative shifts and dismiss the quantitative achicvements of the green
revolution. Through an analysis of agricultural statistics from 1950-51 to
2021-22, we underline the contours of the change in agricultural production,
— Deepak Johnson, Sandipan Baksi & C A Sethu
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| —Rutba Peerzada,
Mining Royalty Is Nota Tax | Muhammad Mutahhar Amin ... 0
18 Aganst the backdrop of the recent Supreme Court ruling that royalty on mining
leases is not a tax, the existing mining royalty regime in India is analysed. COMMENTARY
— Lekha Chakraborty On the Supreme Court Judgment on
the Status of AMU
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Amendment in the Right to Education Act
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world order, and highlights some important manifestations of the multiple
crises in the existing world order to discuss possible future scenarios for 2050. SPRCIAL ARVICLES
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Interplay between Rural Demand and Rural Inflation —Sitikantha Pattanaik, Neha Gupta,

57 The average rural core inflation in India has exceeded average urban core e 57
inflation in the post-covin-19 period, at a time when rural demand has been
viewed as sluggish relative to urban demand, posing the question as to CURRENT STATISTICS . oiuuinimissinmmmmnmammmmansinsane 65
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The Money-In-Advance Constraint
10 Aframework for the direct intervention of the government to pull economies out
of a state of hysteresis is constructed. — Romar Correa

The Contours of Caste

13 The Supreme Court recently struck down several provisions of prison manuals as
unconstitutional in Sukenya Shantha v Union of India and Others (2024).
- Mrinalini Ravindranath, Maheshwari Mawase, Harsh Kinger & Nikita Sonavane

Inclusive Blended Learning Practices

16 Based on evidence from a longitudinal study, this article suggests six empirically
backed principles for a more equitable future of biended higher education.
— Sayantan Mandal, Sheriya Sareen

A Scholar Statesman
19 The passing away of Manmohan Singh has left a big void in India's political and
economic scene. — C Rangarajan

Indian Railways: A Critical Review

25 The article critically evaluates the performance of the Indian Railways,
including its rrack record on finances, rail safety and execution of big-ticket
projects like Vande Bharat and high-speed rail. — Sudhanshu Mani

Review of Environment and Development

31 Asetof eight papers explore the social, biophysical, technological, and political
dimensions of various environmental issues. — Sharachchandra Lele,
Geetanjoy Sahu

Saving Wildlife in a Changing India

33 This paper unpacks systemic threats ro wildlife conservation, including weakened
laws, a governance favouring economics over ecology, and a growing disconnect
between policy and action. — M D Madhusudan, Anindya Sinha

Democratising Forest Governance

40 Only three states have recognised a significant number of community forest
resource rights, and only one of them has enabled their operationalisation.
— Sharachchandra Lele, Geetanjoy Sahu

From Integration to Fragmentation

48 Maharashtra has shifted to technocratic, quick fix, and fragmented approaches |
to address water scarcity. Ignoring past policy experiences, these approaches
neglect associated social processes and basic hydrological principles.
— Sachin Tiwale, Vinay Sankar

The Worli Fishing Zone Dispute

56 Discussing the opposition to Mumbai's Coastal Road megaproject as a political and
legal dispute over the Worli Fishing Zone, this paper delineates the struggle of the
Waorli fishers over their fishing commons. — Shweta Wagh, Hussain Indorewala

Pollution Regulation in India

63 Recentamendments to the three central environmental laws introduce monetary
penalties, reduce scope for criminal prosecution, and make key changes to the
regulatory framework. — Shibani Ghosh

Pathway to a Renewable Energy-centric Energy Transition

70 Low-cost renewable energy available at scale has the potential to address the tension
berween development and environment. India has an opportunity to reimagine
the electricity policy-regulatory landscape. — Ashwin Gambhir, Shantanu Dixit

Domesticating Climate Change

78 This paper examines how political narratives linking climate change and

development have emerged over the past decade, and discusses what
mainstreaming climate change means for India. — Navroz K Dubash

Luxury Consumptionin India

86 The paper explores the complex dynamics of luxury consumption, including
definitions, drivers, impacts and responses, and calls for a new definition of the
“good life.” — Soumyajit Bhar, Sharachchandra Lele

Postscript
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Amol Ranjan on “poor images” and film restoration; Jacob Joshy on Happy as

Lazzaro as a Marxist allegory; Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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Unison of Library, Archival and
Museum for Academic Research: Need
of the Hour

Moorttimatee Samantaray*
Introduction

The universe of knowledge is the sum-total of the knowledge
created cumulatively through the spiral of scientific method. For
primary, secondary and tertiary resources the researchers wisit
the libranies, archives and museum. The author’s idea goes for the
togetherness of libraries, archives and museums, on a particular
discipline. The article highlights the usefulness of the collections
available in lhbraries, archives and museums and how they have a
common goal for which she proposes for convergence of the three
components, The author, after coming across the togetherness of
Libraries, Archival and Museum (LAM) globally, feels its importance
locally. She feels that, education is the most powerful weapon to change
the world. An investment in education by the parents pays the best
interest. The author realizes the importance of school education for the
community, particularly for the parents. NCERTs contribution in this
direction through its departments/ divisions/ cells and constituent units
is worth publicity, It promotes bilateral cultural exchange programs
with other countries too, NCERT brings transformation in the field
of school education through different education policies. There are
few artifacts displayed in the NCERT campus for the understanding
of the general public. The author concludes on the togetherness of
LAM and proposes to develop a vision with mandate and scope for
incentives by the change agent with proper administrative mooring
for its implementation.

Research discovers the answer to the question or problems
showing impact onsociety, Research paves the way for the development
of nascent knowledge and acts as a knowledge reservoir. The research
methodology remains the same for all the researchers, Research is
the art of scientific investigation, According to G. Devarajan, the
abbreviation for RESEARCH is as follows:

e “R: Rational way of thinking;

e E: Expert and exhaustive treatment;
e S: Search and solution;

e E: Exactness:

Patron . 2on
Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak e A:Analysis;
Editerial Committee * R: Relationship of facts;
Dr (M) Pankaj Mittal s ftetel B ec
SRk K e (: Critical observation; and
Dr Baljit Singh Sekhon e H: Honesty and hardworking™ (7)
Dr Ammmhnl Pani
B VeI “Deputy Librarian, LDD, NCERT, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi-110016
Dr Sistla Rama Devi Pant E-<Mail: murtimati.rath@gmall.com
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Vishwa Guru Bharat: Reflections on
78 Years of Independence
Sankar Bairagi® and Raj Sharan Shahi**

In the expansive tapestry of global history, India is celebrated
as a beacon of enduring wisdom and rich cultural heritage. The
notion of “Vishwa Guru Bharat,” or “India as the World Teacher,”
holds profound significance, especially as we reflect after 78
years of independence. This journey transcends mere political
emancipation and delves into India’s evolving role as a global
guide and leader.

India’s pursuit of independence, culminating on August 15,
1947, marked a significant transformation from colonial rule to
self-governance, This transition was not just a political shift but the
beginning of a new era where India sought to reassert its ancient role
as a beacon of knowledge and culture on the world stage (Ganguly,
2022). The period from 75 Years till Hundred Years was declared as
Amrit Kaal by the Indian Government. Over these 78 years, India has
navigated through a complex array of challenges and opportunities,
demonstrating resilience and vision in its development. The concept
of “Vishwa Guru Bharat" is deeply rooted in India’s historical
contributions to global thought. Ancient texts such as the Vedas
and Upanishads have long been revered for their spiritual and
philosophical insights (Srinivasan, 2019). These texts have laid the
foundation for India’s reputation as a repository of profound wisdom.
In the modern era, figures like Mahatma Gandhi have reinforced this
role through their advocacy of non-violence and social justice (Nair,
2020). The post-independence period has seen India rejuvenate this
legacy, particularly through advances in science and technology,
which have positioned it as a key player in the global arena (Kumar,
2021).

Economically, India has transitioned from a primarily
agrarian society to a dynamic force in industry and technology.
The economic liberalization of the 1990s was a turning point,
propelling India onto the global stage and spurring rapid economic
growth (Chakraborty, 2022). Socially, India has made significant
progress in education. healthcare, and infrastructure, though it
continues to address the complexities of its diverse demographic
landscape (Mehta, 2023).

Culturally, India remains a vibrant mosaic of languages,
traditions, and practices. Its commitment to celebrating and promoting
this diversity is integral to its identity as a global leader (Raj, 2021).
Politically, India’s democratic framework stands as a testament to

*Research Scholar, Department of Education, Babasaheb Bhimroo Ambedkar
University, Lucknow-226025, Uttar Pradesh. E-mail ; sankarbairagiO%@gmail.

Dr Amarendra Pani com.
Dr Youd Vir Singh **Professor and Dean, Department of Education, Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar
Editor University, Lucknow-226025, Uttar Pradesh. E-mail rajsharanshahigmail.
Dr Sistla Rama Devi Pani com,
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Fostering Collaborations for
Transforming Higher Education by 2047

Murari Lal Gaur*

India, aiming to achieve developed-nation status, must integrate
these partnerships into its education and economic frameworks.
This paper explores how industry-academia collaborations can
address existing gaps, leverage new opportunities, and build a
resilient ecosystem to align education with the evolving demands
of industries. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 envisions
a transformative shift in Indian higher cducation, emphasizing
multidisciplinary learning, global competitiveness, and skill-
oriented development. The policy offers a blueprint for integrating
traditional academic excellence with modern industry demands
through innovative partnerships. These collaborations aim to bridge
gaps in employability, foster research innovation and support India’s
goal of becoming a developed nation by 2047,

From Silos to Synergies

Historically, the relationship between Indian academia and
industries has been characterized by mutual detachment, Academic
institutions focused on knowledge dissemination and research. often
without practical applicability, while industries sought job-ready
talent without investing in academic collaborations. This dichotomy
led to a persistent skill gap and underutilized intellectual resources.
However, with globalization, rapid technological advancements, and
policy reforms, the need for synergies between these two pillars has
become imperative. The NEP---2020 advocates for the dismantling
of traditional silos and the promotion of interdisciplinary and
collaborative approaches (Gol, 2020). Global exemplars such
as Germany’s dual education model and the Stanford-Silicon
Valley ccosystem illustrate the transformative potential of robust
partnerships between academia and industry. Inspired by such
models, India is beginning to align its educational priorities with
industrial demands, fostering an ecosystem that thrives on shared
knowledge and co-created solutions.

Transformative Success Stories

India has already witnessed the impact of successful industry-
academia collaborations. The II'T Madras Research Park exemplifies
the potential of university-based innovation hubs. By hosting over
200 startups and facilitating the generation of more than 100 patents,
this park demonstrates how sustained collaboration can drive research
commercialization and foster entreprencurship. Its projects span
arcas such as artificial intelligence, electric vehicles, and renewable
energy, showcasing its alignment with global sustainability goals.

*Vice Chancellor, Dr C. V. Raman University, Vaishali Bihar India, and Former
Principal Scientist @ICAR-DARE-Govt of India (ARS 1986). E-mail: ve(@
ovrubihar.ac.in
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