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Economic & Political Weekly

APRIL 26, 2025 | vOL LX NO 17

Trump 2.0: Recalibration of US Foreign Policy?

10 Despite the peace rhetoric, Trump's foreign policy is attempting to make the
us influential again through continuity and escalation to rejuvenate its
national security. — Jawahar Bhagwat

Demography, Democracy, and Delimitation

15 The recent debates over the possibilities of lifting the half-a-century-old
constitutional freeze on the state representation in the Lok Sabha
have elicited widespread indignation from the southern states.
— 8 Irudaya Rajan, J Retnakumar

The Tariff Tantrum and Its Justification ‘
19 Applying high tariffs on all imports lacks theoretical support and risks major l
disruptions to global supply chains, raising costs for producers and
consumers in the United States. — Parthapratim Pal, Partha Ray |

ILPS in Manipur and Minority Communities |
22 Manipur was abruptly brought under the Inner Line Permit System in 2020, |
bartering it with the cacophonic local agitation against the then controversial |
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill. — Md Chingis Khan, Zeet Nawaz Thouba ’

The Aam Aadmi Party Learns to Lose

27 The defeat of the Aam Aadmi Party in the Delhi assembly elections signifies a
rejection of the party’s overweening ambition, combined with its increasingly
ambiguous and unconvincing ideological positioning, — Rashmi Singh

The Vulnerability of Indian Federalism

3t Article 368 of the Indian Constitution reveals a paradox. Its dual-track
process promises protection for federal principles, yet it narrowly defines
what constitutes a “federal issue.” — Sumedha Ray Sarkar

Enhancing Livelihood Security of the Rural Households

44 The study investigates whether the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme acts in a procyclical, countercyclical, or neutral manner
in response to economic fluctuations captured by the changes in cor,
— Arushi Jain, Smita Sharma & Dilpreet Sharma

Estimating the Numbers of the Poor

51 Poverty estimates for rural, urban and combined areas for 2022-23 have been
computed. The updated Tendulkar poverty lines indicate a poverty incidence of
6.4% for rural areas, 3.1% for urban areas and 5.3% for combined areas, while
the updated Rangarajan poverty lines indicate a poverty incidence of 9.3% for
rural areas, 9.5% for urban areas and 9.4% for combined areas, — Srijit Mishra

A History of Student Politics in Gujarat

50 Based on the examination of written, official, semi-official, and non-official
sources, this paper is an attempt to write the history of student politics from
its resurgence in Gujarat in 1967 to the imposition of the internal Emergency |
in 1975. — Sahil Kureshi

Challenges in the Indian Aviation Sector

7o  With radical market liberalisation and increasing complexities, sustainable
capacity-building approaches are a pressing need for a viable and sustainable
aviation industry. The lack of competition in an oligopolistic Indian aviation
market needs to be addressed. — Siddharth Chaturvedi, Himanshi Srivastava

Postscript

79 Subhankar Dutta on how Atanjas in Bengal are reclaiming their
identity; Sundaresha D $'s observations and notes from election duty;
Haroon Rashid Lone on Akhter Mohiuddin's subversive vision in Jahnamukh
Panun Panun Naar; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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Economic & Political Weekly

MAY 3, 2025 | vou ex NO 18 lB

On Mukta Salve’s Dukkha

10 Considering the multiple translations of the word dukkha in Mukta Salve's 1855
essay, this article makes the claim that dukkha ought to be translated as “suffering.”
— Ankit Kawade

The World Health Organization
14 Donald Trump's decision to withdraw the United States from the wio is set 1o have
far-reaching impacts on global health. — Harkabir Jandu, Soumya Swaminathan

The New Tax Regime
18 This article examines the changes brought about by the new tax regime announced
in the Union Budget 202526 and assesses its potential impact. — Meera Nangia

Agrarian Crisis in the Making of Farmers’ Protests
27 Farmers are struggling for social, economic, and environmental justice by asserting
the long Indian tradition of satyagraha and civil disobedience, — Satendra Kumar

Sixteenth Finance Commission

Issues before the Sixteenth Finance Commission

32 The Sixteenth Finance Commission should maintain the stability of the flow
of untied fiscal resources to the states and ensure progressive distribution of
transfers. — Pinaki Chakraborty

Discipline and Efficiency in State Finances

a5 Given the deficiencies in the current approach to the sharing of tax revenues, an
alternative that will introduce discipline and accountability is proposed.
— Ajit Karnik, Abhay Pethe, Mala Lalvani & Hemangi Kelkar

Enhanced Devolution and Fiscal Space at the State Level

44 Between 2010-11 and 202223, the total transfers to states as a percentage of
gross revenue receipts of the union government have remained largely unchanged
while the share of unconditional transfers has considerably reduced.
— Pinaki Chakraborty, Manish Gupta

Quantum, Conditionalities, and Absorption

50 Over the years, although the number, scope, and coverage of grants have
increased, their share in finance commissions’ transfers remained small.
— Manish Gupta, Malvika Mahesh & Atrayee Chaudhary

Browsing through 34 Years of State Finances

57  Examining the fiscal behaviour of states, this paper recommends that the Sixteenth
Finance Commission take an integrated approach and ensure that states revert to
the desired fiscal behaviour. — Kamble Pradeep, K S Hari & § Machale

The Prosperity Paradox

64 The paper calls for adjustments in the weights of the income distance criterion
and the population to ensure that the performers are not penalised while
progressivity is ensured, — KJ Joseph, Kiran Kumar Kakarlapudi

Fiscal Stress in Kerala?

68  Inadequate resource mobilisation through its own sources of revenue, coupled with
changes in the share of central taxes, have led to the emergence of off-budget and
contingent liabilities in Kerala. — Justine George, Nandu Sasidharan

Operationalisation of Fiscal Rules

76 An analysis of the debt profile of major states is conducted; and the operationalisation
of state-level fiscal rules is examined, — Pinaki Chakraborty, Resham Nagpal
& Piyali Das

Public Sector Borrowings of Select States

84 The public sector borrowing requirements for select Indian stares are ascertained,
with the objective of deriving a realistic estimate. — Manish Gupta,
Sk Md Azharuddin & Malvika Mahesh

Electricity Distribution Companies

91 The fiscal implications of rising losses and subsidies in state-owned electricity
distribution companies is discussed. — Ann Josey, Shantanu Dixit, Manasi Jog &
Sreekumar Nhalur

An Alternative Approach
98  Analternative method to forecasting tax revenues of the states by using a ime-invariant
stochastic frontier model is proposed. — R Kavita Rao, Sk Md Asharuddin
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Do Entrance Examinations Deliver Justice?

10 The National Eligibility cum Entrance Test has to radically modify its
techniques and framework to refute accusations such as its bias against
students from marginalised backgrounds. — Dilip Chavan

OECMs: Lost Opportunity for Inclusive Conservation?

13 The context, opportunities, and challenges of oECMs in [ndia are explored,
particularly their potential to support community-led conservation within
the current legal context. — Pia Sethi, Neema Pathak Broome &
Ghasala Shahabuddin

Free Trade Agreements

18 Free trade agreements have become vital trade policy instruments for India,
addressing the issue of untapped export potential and harmonising trade policies
with strategically important countries. — Nida Rahman, Krishan Sharma

Territorial Transformation in Sikandarpur

23 The article examines the Sikandarpur land dispute in Uttar Pradesh,
where disputes of territory intersect with sociopolitical processes,
— Priya Chaudhary

Mass Incarceration inthe US

31 The extensive growth in the prison and jail population of the us has reshaped
the contours of inequality that have crystallised within the penal system.
— Arz Taneja, Rachel Batra & Sakshi Singh

Effectiveness of PFHI Schemes

36 Using the Household Consumption Expenditure Survey 2022-23, the enrolment,
utilisation, and effectiveness of the publicly funded health insurance schemes
in reducing out-of-pocket and carastrophic health expenditures are examined.
While enrolment has Increased over the years, effective financial protection
remains inadequate. — Mamta Chaudhary, Prakash Babu Kodali &
T Sundararaman

Edible Oil Sector in India

45 Increasing the production of palm ol is crucial for reducing India's dependence
on the imports of edible oils. Exploring the complex challenges surrounding
the provision of a suitable support price for farmers of oil palm and protection
from cheaper imports, this paper suggests improved methodologies for the
calculation of support price and tariffs. — C S C Sekhar, Girish Kumar Jha

Corporate Social Responsibility and Environmental Sustainability
53 The impact of corporate social responsibility on environmental sustainability
in India is analysed using different variants of panel and cross-sectional
regressions, Environmental sustainability is measured using emissions and

the e-score of companies. — Rashi Bagga, Anuradha Patnaik

Beyond Reservation

61 This article analyses the current situation of higher education for women
with disabilities in India by examining their enrolment as students and
employment as teachers. Despite constitutional provisions and recent
legislarion, disability continues to be a significant factor in perpetuating
social discrimination. — Akshay Trilokinath Maurya

Postscript

71 Elnathan Wisdsol Lyngkhot and Abhaya N B on Shillong's hip-hop culture;
Sreedeep Bhattacharya on how “themes™ have become an indispensable
part of Durga Puja; Sohini Chakraborty on the media misrepresentations
of disasters.
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