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4 COVER. Rare live sighting of Blainville’s beaked whale. See page 860.
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and changing social contexts. page 200
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Multipolar World: BRICS as the Catalyst? EDITORIAL

10 Can Brics become the catalyst for the transition to a multipolar world order? RCEP Is No Antidote to India’s Trade Woes.............. 7
— Jawahar Bhagwat COMMENT

Budget 2024-25 Infirmities of Bail Jurisprudence

13 The impact of the amendments to the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget STRATEGIC AFFAIRS
Management Act reducing general government debt to 60% of the gross Multipolar World: BRICS as the Catalyst?
domestic product is examined. — Pinaki Chakraborty —JaWARAr BRAGWQAL .......ccovsvveuiersresssssssnnsrnnasanans 10
RBI Balance Sheet, Transfer of Reserves, and Fiscal Management
15  The relationship of the central bank balance sheet with the fisc and foreign
exchange operations is significant. — Y V Reddy, Pinaki Chakraborty
Budget 2024-25: On the Escape Route
18  Conrtinuity was necessary for the budget, but as the first financial statement of the
new government, it was also expected to reveal policy directions. — Ashima Goyal
Taxation in Budget 2024-25: The Way Ahead Budget 2024-25: On the Escape Route

[

(

24 The article examines the possible challenges for medium-term tax reforms and l —AS".'."W_ GOYAL ..ottt 18
reviews the likely impact of the proposed tax changes. — R Kavita Rao ' Taxation in Budget 2024-25: The Way Ahead
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BUDGET 202425
An Overview of Budget 2024-25: Analysing Debt,
Deficit, and Inflation—Pinaki Chakraborty....... 13
RBI Balance Sheer, Transfer of Reserves, and Fiscal
Management: Understanding the Issue from a
Macro Lens—Y V Reddy, Pinaki Chakraborty ...... 15

Revisiting the Macro Contours of Budget 2024-25 R R s s R sl 4
27  Marginal revisions of nominal growth and buoyancy of tax revenues would have Rewigiting the Micro Gontoars of
Budget 2024-25—D K Srivastava...................... 27

created an additional fiscal space of more than %1 lakh crore. — D K Srivastava

The 202425 Budget, Employment-intensive
Employment-intensive Growth and Viksit Bharat

Growth and Viksit Bharat

32 The Union Budget 2024-25 is assessed in terms of how well it addresses the goal of — Sudipto Mundle, Ajaya K Sahut........................ 32
fiscal cqnso]idation and employment growth, and the vision of Viksit Bharat. Budget 2024-25: A Platform for Viksit Bharat?
— Sudipto Mundle, Ajaya K Sahu =M COANAG RAD sscvisisiivinzsasvisinsmsosiisssasonivisns 38

Budget 2024-25: A Platform for Viksit Bharat? Make in India in Budgets: Allocation and

38 Meeting the formidable challenge of Viksit Bharat by 2047 requires strategic Outcome(s)!—Vinish Kathuria, S N Rajesh Raj...... 45
prioritisation and fundamental reforms. — M Govinda Rao Can Incentives Spur Industrial Growth?

Make in India in Budgets —M Suresh Babu...

45 This article analyses trends in government funding in the manufacturing sector, Union Budget 2024-25: What Does It Have for
which, despite ambitious efforts, has displayed stagnation. — Vinish Kathuria, S Rural-Agri Space?
N Rajesh Raj —Purvi Thangaraj, Ashok Gulati.......c.cceoeerivvne 56

' Fiscal Requirements for Debt Reduction Targets

Can Incentives Spur Industrial Growth? '

52 Harnessing manufacturing sector’s potential requires a multipronged policy
approach. Instead, the budget chose to resort to a system of incentives to
accelerate growth. — M Suresh Babu

What Does the Budget Have for the Rural-Agri Space?

56 While agriculture contributes 18% to gross domestic product, the budget’s
allocation is skewed towards welfare measures, which may not be the most
effective use of funds. — Purvi Thangaraj, Ashok Gulati

Fiscal Requirements for Debt Reduction Targets

61 The article calibrates growth rate and primary deficit to meet the debt targets
proposed by the Fifteenth Finance Commission. High growth and prudent fiscal
policy can help meet these targets. — Chetan Ghate, Piyali Das

Performance of Agriculture Sector 2014-24

70 India’s agriculture growth has shown a steady acceleration over the last two
decades. However, large variations remain in the performance of different
sub-sectors and commeodity groups. — Ramesh Chand, Jaspal Singh

The Neglected Contributions of R G Hawtrey

183 One of the major economists of the interwar years, Hawtrey's contributions to
macroeconomics have gone largely into oblivion in the aftermath of World War 11.
— Dilip M Nachane

Valuation of Unpaid Household Activities in India
190 The estimated value of unpaid household work in India ranged from 26% to 36% of

GDp in 2022-23. The findings could be useful to improve the estimation of
national income. — Satyananda Sahoo, Kaustav K Sarkar & Amit Kumar

Postscript
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Combat Sports and Recipes Made from Scratch
10 The recent abuse received by sportspersons of colour and the growing
popularity of traditional womanhood influencers remind feminists of the most

fundamental debates regarding gender and identities. — Radhika Jagtap

The Tightrope Walked by the ICJ

13 The International Court of Justice has recently given its order on provisional
measures in the application filed by South Africa alleging acts of genocide by
Israel. The judges’ reasoning, and the limitations and implications of these
orders are analysed in depth. — Rahul Mohanty

Intervention of Behavioural Nudges in the NPS

19 This article identifies the biases overriding human beings’ rational retirement
planning decisions and how the National Pension System directs Indian citizens
towards rationality using behavioural nudges. — Aparna A S, BijuAV

Messing about with Anaemia

24 Adrise in the prevalence of childhood anaemia between the two rounds of the
National Family Health Surveys and the ensuing government response of
declaring mandatory iron fortification of rice has led to much debate.
— Vandana Prasad

ED and CBIl as Fourth Branch Institutions?

27 Averments to the non-independence of the Enforcement Directorate and the
Central Bureau of Investigation are made on the premise that these are
supposed to be “fourth branch institutions,” distinet from the three
Montesquiean branches. — Garima Thakur

What Would a Peaple-centred Al Policy for India Look Like?

36 Sovereignty and leadership in technology should mean developing appropriate
solutions for real problems. This requires the government to prioritise public
welfare and development over the short-term desires of large domestic
capital and its own ideological moorings in neo-liberalism and surveillance.
— Jai Vipra

The Political Economy of Deep Integration

42 India’s recent rush to sign free trade agreements with major trading partners
raises questions about their impact on mutual trade orientation and the role of the
state. Proactive role of the state would be crucial to facilitate advantageous
participation in global value chains. Deep integration and privatisation of
governance may adversely affect public interests. — K N Harilal, Rajesh Many

Lives of Slum Dwellers: Evidence from Ludhiana

50 Using survey data from 265 slum households, the socio-economic characteristics
of slum dwellers across spatial locations in Ludhiana, Punjab are examined.
The lives of the slum dwellers are looked into from the lens of their migration
history, occupational profile, intra-generational occupational mobility, factors
affecting their occupational mobility, income, consumption, and savings.
— Ayushee Gautam, H R Sharma

Nature and Trends of Crime against Dalits

58 An analysis of the rate of crime against Dalits in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Bihar, Punjab, and Uttar Pradesh, based on the National Crime Records
Bureau reports of 2017-21, reveals that the frequency and intensity of crimes
is inversely proportional to the degree of resistance mounted by the Dalits.
— Akshat Pushpam, Rajeev Kumar Singh
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Banks’ Deposit Growth
10 How a bank finances its asset growth is crucial. It is not enough to garner
deposits; the composition of deposits matters. — T T Ram Mohan

General Elections 2024

Declining Bipolarity and Disintegrating Social Fabric

12 The 2024 election results in Kerala reflect a significant political shift, highlighted
by the rise of the Bharatiya Janata Party, waning political bipolarity and growing
acceptance of a pan-Hindu consolidation. — Sarath Sasikumar, Balu Sunilraj

Electoral Shifts in the Dravidian Stronghold

17 This article explores the Bharatiya Janata Party’s relative success in Tamil Nadu,
and the decline of the Dravidian parties’ combined vote share. It examines
whether this indicates the erosion of Dravidian hegemony and the emergence
of a “Hindu vote bank.” — Arun Kumar G

ATale of Telugu States

21 The rise of the Congress in Telangana and the Telugu Desam Party-led
alliance in Andhra Pradesh has significantly altered the political landscape
in the Telugu states. Electoral developments have made the political space
crowded in both states. — Vikram Mukka

Dissecting the Results in Sikar and Bharatpur

27 The general election results in two parliamentary seats in Rajasthan generated
special interest. In Sikar, the Communist Party of India (Marxist) candidate
won with the Congress’s support, and the Bharatpur constituency sent one of
the youngest members of Parliament to the 18th Lok Sabha. — Akhil Alha

The 2024 General Election in Haryana

30 The even division of seats in between the Bharatiya Janata Party and the
Congress in Haryana indicates a clear bipolar contest between the two parties.
— Rashmi Singh

Charging Hindutva, Churning Narratives

36 While the general elections of 2024 have entailed a mammoth victory
for the Bharatiya Janata Party and its allies in Assam, this mandate has
sparked curious insinuations about a narrative shift in state politics.
— Akhil Ranjan Dutta, Gaurav Das

Between Resistance and Participation

39 After long being missing from the high corridor of electoral politics in Nagaland,
the Congress has managed to defeat the formidable force of the ruling
conglomerate led by the Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party and the
Bharatiya Janata Party. — Ngoru Nixon, Kevilenuo Tepa & Salikyu Sangtam

Strategic Autonomy in National Security

51 India's strategic autonomy in national security is severely constrained due to
the perspectives of the Indo-Pacific think tanks with corporate interests that
dominate New Delhi’s policymaking circles. — Jawahar Bhagwat

Fiscal Decentralisation

57  This paper examines the composition and functions of the Odisha State
Finance Commissions and their efficacy in supporting a common minimum
level of public goods in the state. The analysis highlights several drawbacks
which warrant a restructuring of the composition of the commission. The current
regressive nature of revenue sharing should be revised. — Pareswar Sahu

Regional Disparities in Health Deprivation

64 Spatial disparities in health deprivation across 19 major Indian states are examined.
The results show that most central Indian states are acutely health-deprived,
while the northern (except Uttar Pradesh) and southern regions of the country
perform better. — Priyabrata Sahoo, Soumyabrata Mondal & Vinay Kumar
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Denial of Palestinian Voice

That the sound of the screams of Palestinian people is
not deemed genuine or urgent enough indicates a
“socially induced hearing impairment” that leads to the
denial of Israel’s evident obliteration of Gaza. page 29

Climate Financing

The advanced economies have not provided money to
climate action needs from their budgets and have yet to do
much to channel private finance for this cause, despite
controlling the international financial flows. page 55

Gender Question in Gig Economy

Women gig workers need an enabling production
environment where masculinity itself is called into
question and women’s discussions about productivity
and efforts at skill-building are not reduced to a
perception of “gossip sessions.” page 32

Agitation against Farm Laws

The disjunction of the farm laws with the realities of
the continued significance of agriculture as a source
of livelihood and its growing precarity explains
their debacle. page 43

Nobel Prize in Economics

To understand how AJR managed to integrate
colonialism into economics without addressing capitalist
dynamics of uneven development, we need to go back
to the colonial origins of economics. page 22
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Gig Workers under the POSH Act

10 Inthe prevailing legal uncertainty over whether gig workers are “employees”
of the platform they work on, a recent High Court of Karnataka's judgment
has provided much clarity. — Alok Prasanna Kumar

Karnataka and Rajasthan Legislations on Gig Work

13 Gig workers lack protection under the existing labour laws as employment
relation in gig work is contentious. Gig companies consider themselves as
aggregators and term workers as independent contractors. — Kingshuk Sarkar

Partition RefugeesinJJammu

18  After the lapse of five years of the abrogation of Article 370, West Pakistan
refugees have started feeling disillusioned and are demanding protection of
lands and jobs. — Marvi Slathia, Akshay Kumar

The Colonial Origins of Economics

22 By providing an easy “answer” to the complex process of development, albeit
a wrong one, Acemoglu, Johnson and Robinson’s rise to prominence has lent
support to a Eurocentric and arguably racist understanding of development.
— Ingrid Harvold Kvangraven, Surbhi Kesar & Devika Dutt

The Rise of the Nondescript

26 A close look at the Periodic Labour Force Survey data reveals a definite
increase in the participation of women, especially in rural India. This
optimism fades as this has occurred mostly in the low-end and uncertain
self-employed category. — Keshab Das, Puneet Kumar Shrivastay

Sound in Palestine

29 Locating the sociality of sound and the act of political listening in the case of
the ongoing genocide, it is argued that listening, in the truest sense, is a
political act that shapes our experience of the social. — Archisha Rai

Patriarchal Discrimination and Capitalist Relations

32 With the growing feminisation of the gig economy, this article tries to
understand how the gig economy has structural gendered problems and how
things might evolve with policies and practices. — Govind Kelkar

State versus Peasants
43  Using a political-economy perspective, the article attempts to understand the
true nature of the (repealed) farm laws and the agitation. — H S Shylendra

An Index of Public Financial Management

51 The article presents a composite index of public financial management by
states, assimilating various important indicators over the last 10 years.
-— Govind Bhattacharjee, Meghna Agarwal

Financing Green Economies

55  As public debt is unsustainably high globally, the headroom for borrowing by
the governments has shrunk. Private capital can only meet green financing
needs marginally. Infrastructure Investment Trusts are a promising solution,
offering public-private finance circularity. — Arvind Mayaram

A Tribute to Ronald W Jones

63 This paper reflects upon how the 1971 specific factor model of Ronald W Jones
still holds its relevance in the face of growing within-country income
inequality and underlying political tensions causing protectionist trends to
make their way back slowly in many developing countries, including India.
— Shrimoyee Ganguly, Rajat Acharyya

Postscript

71  Bipasha Mandal and Smriti Singh on caste oppression and power dynamics
in Bramayugam; Sana Shah on questions of memory and selfhood in Three of
Us; Paromita Patranobish on commoning and commemoration in Vesper;
and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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mmir:y 14 Artificial Intelligence (Al) is another key trend shaping higher

education. Al applications personalize learning experiences, provide
Convocation Address feedback to students, and also assist in grading assignments. In
Indian Association for the N TS g
sl ; 2024, AT is forecasted to become more sophisticated and widely
Cultivation of Science (Deemed- > : : < S
to-be-University under de novo integrated into higher education, revolutionizing how students learn
Category), Kolkata 20 | and educators teach. The digital transformation of higher education
presents both challenges and opportunities. However, by embracing
new technologies and innovations, universities can create more
Student Column 26 | engaging and effective learning experiences for students. As this
Magnitying Mathematics through field continues to evolve, higher education institutions must remain

Campus News 22

Moty # agile and proactive in adapting to the changing landscape to best
Ticoes pfthe Month serve the needs of their students and educators alike.
(Humanities) 32
Advertisement 35 The digital transformation of higher education integrates
eLearning technologies and offers innovative solutions to traditional
learning challenges. Students can access a greater range of
New Subscription Tariff instructional resources and instructors through eLearning. E-learning
(Effective April 01, 2020) allows studcpts to obtain access to a variety of course oﬁ'er'ings aqd
il - expertise. It is useful for students who want to study a specific topic
Institutions Academics’ Airmail Surface|| OF field but have no access to it at their local college or institution.
Students Mail
(at residential address only) Sorts of eLearning
Rs. Rs. USS  USS

Lyear 125000 50000 21000 170.00 Digital eLearning is available in several types of methods on
2years 220000 900.00 40000 30000 || college campuses including the following methods.

Subscription is payable in advance by Bank Adaptive and Fixed eLearning
DraftMO/NEFT only in favour of Association

of Indian Universities, New Delhi. Fixed eLearning, also known as linear or static eLearning,
follows a predetermined structure where all learners progress through

Patten the same content uniformly. Adaptive eLearning, on the other hand,
Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak tailors the learning experience to individual learner needs, adjusting
Editorial Committee Chairperson content, pace, and difficulty level based on learner performance,

Dr (Ms) Pankaj Mittal

references, and proficienc
Editorial Committee PreieEeneEs pro. y

ggﬂh'l i:’rihpsckh(’" *Director-IQAC, Avantika University, Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh- 456006. E-mail:
Dr Y:::c\/i, Si n::l igac@avantika.edu.in

* Editor **Vice Chancellor, Avantika University, Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh 456006. E-mail:
Dr Sistla Rama Devi Pani ve@avantika.edu.in

[ Back to Content ]

1
42




University News

UNIVERSITY NEWS
Vol. 62 September 30-
No. 40 October 06, 2024
Price Rs. 30.00

A Weekly Journal of Higher Education
Published by the Association of Indian
Universities

In This Issue

ITEMS PAGE

Articles

Higher Education in National
Education Policy and Gandhian
Higher Education Perspectives 3

Gandhiji's Views on Arts, Aesthetics
and Culture 10

Gandhi: The Man of the Millennium 15
Gandhi and Forgiveness 24
Convocation Address

National Law School of India

University, Bangalore 28
-Campus News 32
Theses of the Month

(Science & Technology) 39
Advertisement 44

New Subscription Tariff
(Effective April 01, 2020)

Inland Foreign
Institutions  Academics/ Airmail  Surface
Students Mail
(at residential address only)
Rs. Rs. uss USss
1year 125000 500.00 210.00 170.00
2years 2200.00 900.00 400.00  300.00

Subscription is payable in advance by Bank
Draft MO/NEFT only in favour of Association
of Indian Universities, New Delhi.

Patron
Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak

Editorial Committee Chairperson
Dr (Ms) Pankaj Mittal

Editorial Committee
Dr Baljit Singh Sekhon
Dr Amarendra Pani
Dr Youd Vir Singh
Editor
Dr Sistla Rama Devi Pani

Higher Education in National
Education Policy and Gandhian Higher
Education Perspectives

Sudarshan lyengar®

In this brief article, I propose to comment on the National
Education Policy-2020 in the context of alternative education
perspectives. The perspective of the Policy is described in the
first section titled Introduction. The NEP-2020 has laid down
22 fundamental principles. The Vision follows it. The rest of the
document discusses preschool, school, and higher education
structures subjects, and pedagogy. I have limited my comments to
the content discussed in the Introduction including the principles
and the vision vis-a-vis the Gandhian and other alternative visions.

NEP-2020 is a unique policy in the history of Education
policies in Independent India. From 1949 onwards many education
policies have been prepared and submitted to the Government of
India. None have been received and owned up so completely as the
NEP 2020. The force with which the central government is directing
the state governments to implement that some of them have revolted
and have initiated a process to amend the Constitution to restore
Education as a state subject instead of its inclusion in the concurrent
list. Most previous education policy documents have received scanty
or inadequate attention from the central and state governments. The
Kothari Commission Report (1964-66) by the Ministry of Education,
Government of India was the first comprehensive report on education
that dealt with school and university education and came up with
the most constructive policy recommendations. The report seriously
revisited Gandhiji’s Nai Talim, Aurobindo’s education philosophy,
andotheroriginaleducationalinitiativesthatchallenged the ‘Macaulay
System’ of education prevalent throughout the country. The important
recommendations included compulsory vocational education in the
school curriculum, education on morals and religion, and university
autonomy. The recommendations if accepted and implemented in
spirit would have brought back Gandhian education philosophy and
pedagogy in India’s school and university education. It must be noted,
however, that the Policy resolution made by the government based
on the Kothari Commission Report noted, “Gandhiji formulated the
scheme of Basic Education seeking to harmonize intellectual and
manual work. This was a great step forward in making education
directly relevant to the lives of the people. Many other national
leaders likewise made important contributions to national education
before independence.” The Report recommended setting up Basic
Education Schools for teachers training leaving them under the state
governments. The recommendation was based on the model working
in Gujarat. However, it did not find a place in the policy.

* Former Vice Chancellor, Gujarat, Vidyapith, Ahmedabad, Gujarat. E-mail: ve@,
gujaratvidvapith.org, Sudarshan54@gmail.com
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The Concept of Cluster Colleges and
the Importance of Collaboration

M S Kurhade*

“In my mind, teaching is not merely a life work, a profession, an
occupation or a struggle, but a passion. I love to teach as a painter
loves to paint, as a musician loves to play, as a singer loves to sing,
and as a strong man rejoices to run a race”.

~William Lyon (1970).

The article aims to look at issues related to university and
college planning and management for both short-term and long term.
The concept of university and college planning and management
envisages the involvement of university authorities and principals,
faculty, administrative staff, students, parents, management of the
private education society, and government, considering the constraints
to identify the difficulties in taking corrective measures. It is a fact that
anything done in a systematic manner and as per the prescribed norms
yields much better results rather than something done haphazardly.

The idea of the developmental plan for a university and college
envisages a perspective plan prepared by an expert committee to
provide educational facilities to the learners, faculty and administrative
staff and provision of required resources to improve the skill and
knowledge of the learners. Kothari Commission (1964-66) said that
“No comprehensive programme of educational development c¢an
ever be put across unless it involves every factor connected with it
— its teacher, students and local community.” It means decentralising
college planning and management at the college level forms a strong
base for quality education and permits the active participation of all
stakeholders.

A compressive perspective plan of the college’s inconsonance
with the University Perspective Plan for 5/10 years ensuring the
required facilities for the academic and administrative progress of the
college helps academic, administrative and infrastructural growth, and
enables colleges to foster excellence in curricular, co-curricular and
extracurricular activities.

A university and college are vital nodes in society, and the
youth who enter these portals as learners today will be the builders
of the nation tomorrow. A university and college are both busy hubs
of activities, a training camp for the future and, at the same time,
a microcosm of the wider life outside the precincts of the campus.
Keeping all these definitions of a university and college in mind, the
planning and management help a tangible vision of the university and

*Director, Sanskar Sarjan Education Society, Malad (E), Mumbai-400097.
& President, Association of Non-Government Colleges, Mumbai. & Former
Registrar; Officer on Special Duty, and Dean, Faculty of Humanities, University
of Mumbai. principal@sanskarsarjan.org
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National Institutional Ranking
Framework Perception Score: A Storm

in a Teacup?
M Bhaskara Rao*

Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge?
Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?

T.S. Eliot, The Rock (1934)

Academicians, administrators, policy-makers, regulators,
researchers, journalists, and others have a paradoxical relationship
with rankings. Rankings are good as they are informative and
objective. Rankings are bad as they are biased and subjective. Worse,
sometimes rankings are alleged to be rigged, managed, or manipulated.
The foundation for rankings, as is known, is comparisons. Institutions
would like to compare themselves with peers to determine who is
good at teaching-learning, research, student outcomes, inclusivity,
sustainable practices, and perception or reputation. Deep down, our
passion for ranking is driven by our love for comparisons. Thus,
whether we like rankings or not, they are here to stay. Yet, we fear
rankings. Question their objectivity. Question their meaning — whether
it reflects an institution’s real standing, values, and achievements.

After the announcement of India Rankings 2024, a storm is
brewing in a teacup on perception scores. Criticism is pouring on
perception scores, and some are even casting aspersions on NIRF
about the perception scores’ veracity, transparency, and objectivity.
NIRF has relatively less weightage for perception or reputation scores,
i.e.. 10 percent. This is against 45 percent in the QS World University
Rankings for Academic and Employer reputation scores and the Times
Higher Education World University Rankings 33 percent. The process
followed by NIRF is as transparent as that of the QS and the THE. The
weightage for perception score in NIRF is thus far lower than that of
international ranking agencies. Thus, the criticism of NIRF perception
score by various stakeholders may not be entirely justified.

Then, why is this storm in a teacup?

Peer perception scores are inherently subjective. They can
vary widely based on individual biases, bounded rationality of the
respondents, limited information, or personal experiences rather than
objective quality measures. Perception as a metric may not accurately

reflect true academic or institutional excellence, as it can be influenced
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by factors unrelated to educational quality, such as visibility or
historical reputation. Nevertheless, it indicates the reputation enjoyed
by the institution among academics and employers. Hence, a reputation
or perception score as a part of the institution’s ranking is welcome
despite its subjectivity and variability.

*Professor, ICFAI Foundation for Higher Education, Donthanapally,
Shankarapalli Road, Hyderabad 501203. Phone +91 9908102340; Email
mbr-mpb@gmail.com; mbr@ibsindia.org. Views expressed in this article are
personal.
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Enhancing Educational Excellence:
The Crucial Role of Curricular Aspects

Yogeshchandra Sharma*

Worldwide higher educational institutions strive for
excellence. In India, the National Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC) is pivotal in ensuring quality and relevance. In
the pursuit of educational excellence, the curricular aspects stand
as cornerstone elements. This article delves into the significance
of curricular aspects within the revamped NAAC Assessment and
Accreditation Process. Examining the pivotal role of curricula in
shaping educational outcomes, fostering innovation, and promoting
academic rigor sheds light on the crucial interplay between
curriculum design, implementation, and assessment methodologies.
Furthermore, it explores how institutions can leverage curricular
frameworks to align with NAAC’s assessment criteria, enhance
student learning experiences, and meet the evolving demands of
the educational landscape. By embracing best practices, addressing
challenges head-on, and capitalizing on emerging opportunities,
educational institutions can foster an environment of excellence
that prepares students for the complexities of the modern world.
This work is a call to action for stakeholders to collaborate and
innovate, ensuring that the curriculum remains a powerful tool
for educational advancement and societal betterment. It urges the
academic community to embark on a collective journey towards
educational excellence.

Despite the implementation of several transformative policies
and measures, the pursuit of ‘Quality” and ‘Relevance’ in higher
education within ‘Bharat’ remains a pressing concern. Recognizing
the imperative to address these challenges. the National Education
Policy of 1986 and the Programme of Action of 1992 delineated a
strategic roadmap, advocating for the establishment of an independent
national accreditation agency'?. In line with this call, the University
Grants Commission (UGC) founded the National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC) in 1994 in Bengaluru, Karnataka*.

NAAC’s inception marked a pivotal moment in the evolution of
higher education in Bharat, embodying a vision and mission aimed
at a paradigm shift in the educational landscape. Central to this
transformative agenda is NAAC's commitment to amalgamating
institutional self-assessment with external peer review mechanisms.
Atitscore lies the Assessmentand Accreditation (A&A ) Framework.
meticulously crafted to provide a structured approach towards
fostering institutional self-improvement, nurturing a culture of
innovation, and championing ‘Academic Excellence’ on a global
scale**.

*Professor of Physics, Director, Research and Academic Development, Jaipur
National University, Jaipur- 302 017, Rajasthan. E-mail: vogeshchandra.
sharma(@gmail.com
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